France Issues New 
Warning to Belgrade 

PARIS — France issued a new warning to Belgrade 
Wednesday of *seri6us consequences* if it does 
not recognize opposition election victories, one 
day after bafei wereLconceded in Serbia's capital 
and second city. 

Foreign Minister Herve de Giarette said in a 
letter to fats Yugoslav counterpart Milan Miluti- 
novvc that Belgrade should immediately imple- 
ment the recommendations of an Organization for 
Security amt Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) report 

(Contd on Pg.lQ 
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China Accuses Taiwan of 
Treachery in Vatican Visit 

BEIJING — China lashdd out ^fednesday at Taiwan- 
ese Vice President Lien Chan’s high-profile meeting 
with Pope John Riul 11 and accused Taiwan of 
treachery towards the Chinese people. 

‘The Taiwan authorities are stepping up their 
activities in the international scene in an attempt to 
carry out their plot of splitting the motherland,” a 
Foreign Ministry spokesman said. 

(Contd on Yg. 14) 


Mandela Attacks U.S., 
Hints Arms Deal With 
Syria May Go Ahead 


Yaqub Khan Confers With 
Nateq Nouri, Velayati 



MANDELA ■ 

JOHANNESBURG — President 
Nelson Mandela lashed out 
Wednesday at ( U-S. criticism of 
South Africa's proposed arms sale 
to Syria and banted that the $641 
million deal could go ahead no 
matter what Washington says. 

“We will conclude agreements 
with any country, whether they are 
popular in foe West or not, and 
that is what we me tikety to do^in 
this case," Mandela told reporters 
outside los Johaanesbrag home. 
*No country in foe world a frr 


we deckle upon,” he aid, without 
mentioning foe United States by 
treroe "What we deride upon is 
going to be d ete mwird by South 
African interests. ” 

He added; "We do set nects- 
■srity share foe values of other 
joontries" — a reference to U.S. 
otrfkrism of use preposed deal on 
grounds that Syria sponsors inter- 
national renmisa. 

Mandeb reiterated, however, 
hat foe d«d had not yet been fi- 


nalized and that a Cabinet meeting 
on Jannaiy 22 would decide 
“whether we will go ahead with 
that contract or not ” 

Again without explicitly refer- 
ring to theUnitcd States, Mandela 
mid countries that disagree with 
others on policy points should 
'“use diplomatic channels — don't 
rise to the mbuntaintep and dictate 
to other countries. ” 

The United States on Tuesday, 
described foe sale as a “a vexy bad 
idea” and hinted that Washin gton 
could suspend aid to South Africa 
if it went ahead. 

“We will never allow any sup- 
port or assistance from any coun- 
try. no matter how powerful it is, 
to dictate our foreign policy, or 
violate our sovereignty or under- 
mine our pride," Mandela said. 

Sooth Africa is one of the larg- 
est recipients of U.S. aid and is 
iiue'.'to get $118 million from 
Washington in 1997. 

Sooth Africa's choice of 
ftjendsonfoc international scene 
f . Ifonj-Lsbya and Cuba 
. hsK ■ qftpa. raisQtfU.S. hackles, 
but Mandeb has shrugged this off, 
saying he will not abandon coun- 
tries thaf supported foe snuggle 
against apartheid! 

Hie latest plan to sell Tank-fir- 
ing control systems to foe Synan 
Army has been widely criticized 

both in South Africa and overseas, 

notably by Israel and foe United 
States. 

£AfPJ 



Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Majlis Speaker Ho- 
jjato lcslam Ali Akbar Nateq Noun 
stressed that foreign interference 
would only aggravate the crisis in 
Afghanistan and increase tension 
in that war-tom country. 

Making the above statement 
during his meeting here on 
Wednesday with foe visiting Paki- 
stani Foreign Minister, Sahe- 
bzadeh Yaqub Khan, foe 
Hojjatolcslaro underlined that con- 
tinuation of war in Afghanistan 
would have serious repercussions 
on the Muslim Afghan people and 
the neighboring countries. 

Nateq Nouri further expressed 
concern over the regrettable con- 
. tin ua lion of conflict in Afghani- 
stan, saying that the most 
appropriate solution to the Afghan 
crisis is unity and cooperation 


among all waning factions in that 
country. 

Referring to foe historical com- 
monalities shared by Iran and 

Pakistan, the Majlis speaker de- 
scribed relations between the two 
i ^nntriK as "good and cordial" 
and expressed hope that the two 
countries would boost bilateral 
ties in the near future. Hojja- 
toleslam Nateq Nouri also called 
for promotion of parliamentary re- 
lations between the two countries 
and thanked Pakistan for its re- 
lentless efforts to esta blis h the In- 
ter-Parliamentary Union of the 
Islamic countries. The Pakistani 
foreign minister, for his part, ex- 
pressed satisfaction with strong 
ties between the two countries and 
noted that the exchange of high- 
ranking delegations in recent years 
indicates that the the two coun- 



, Iran, Condemn Al-Khalil Accord 


tMASCUS — Syria on 
gKsdty slammed the accord 
the West Bank town of Al- 
alfl as signalling foe death knell 

UKMkkfkEastpcaceproceg. 
jjc two Damascus-based groups 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
afiat of giving fo to tic Is r aelis. 
g rafts and teacS Prime Minis- 


— ^ 

(Wilt deal * a sararmt on 

taettfey encoding Palestinian 
flashpoint West Bank 
Of AI4MS and beyond after 
t Otoflfos of tough negoiia- 

5. 

hat Syria** rififol A&- 
wrv ue ws pap tr swt ^Uadcr 
pictexx of saving foe pea ce 
jess, tbev are rft foe process of 
ring wfc* is fafr of it is foe 
of BebitstfAl^Chafo)’* 


way are not reaSy ariwd at palling 


bw A wit* foe to of Isracfi 


e pe apo n s RwIfl f of having de- 
^ycd“ ifltefiasotiti 



Tbc Damascus-based Popabr 

on for foe Ltortkm Of Paks- 

£ (PFLP) and foe OasvfcaiJC 




Front for foe Liberation of Pales- 
tine (DFLP). two PLO factions 
opposed to peace agreement with 
also hammered the deal. 


“Tlx: accord represents a step 
backwards and a new concession 
by Arafat and imposes new secu- 
rity arrangements not contained in 


tries' officials are determined to 
consolidate bilateral relations and 
expand mutual cooperation. 

In the meeting, Yaqub Khan 
also discussed the recent develop- 
ments in his country with the Ma- 
jlis speaker. 

In another development here 
yesterday, the Ifekistam official met 
Iranian Foreign Minister to discuss 
tire issues of mutual interests as 
well as key regional and interna- 
tional developments. 

Vhqub Khan called for estab- 
lishing a “ climate of confidence, 
mutual understanding and consen- 
sus" between Iran and Pakistan. 

Pakistani minister called for “a 
broad governing coalition repre- 
senting all the factions and commu- 
nities" in Kabul. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati called for better coordina- 
tion between Iran and Pakistan on 
the Afghanistan conflict 

Pakistani Foreign Minister Sa- 
hebzada Yaqub Khan arrived here 
Wednesday morning heading a 
delegation to discuss developments 
in the neighboring Afghanistan. 

In an interview at the airport 
upon arrival. Yaqub Khan said de- 
velopments in Afghanistan and 
ways to restore peace and tranquil- 
ity in that country will be the main 
topics of his discussions with Ira- 
(Contd on Pg. 14) 


Lebed, Communists 
lend Chorus 
Pressing for Yeltsin 
to Resign 

MOSCOW — Popular retired 
General Alexander Lebed and 
communist chiefs led an opposi- 
tion chorus pressing for Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin to resign 
on grounds of 01 health Wednes- 
day. 

Lebed, who was Yeltsin's top 
national security advisor before 
being sacked in October, told Ger- 
man ZDF Television he had spo- 
ken to the Russian president 
Tuesday and advised him to resign 
if his health was preventing him 
from carrying out his duties. 

“I have the firm intention of 
winning the gold medal in the 
next presidential elections," said 
Lebed, who came third in the first 
round of the June-July 1996 elec- 
tions won by Yeltsin, 65, in a run- 
off vole. 

In an interview’ published in the 
daily Moskovskava Pravda. Lebed 
said; “They have tried to foist a 
pseudo-democracy on us, but the 
people will reject this falsehood. " 

Yeltsin’s doctors announced 
Tuesday that they had noted a 
“marked improvement” in his 
condition, a week after he was 
hospitalized for what was revealed 
to be double pneumonia. 

His readmission to hospital 
came just two months after he un- 
derwent a quintuple heart bypass 
operation. 

Another major rival to Yeltsin, 
communist leader Gennady 
Zyuganov, Wednesday reiterated 
his call for a commission of medi- 
cal experts to be set up to role on 
Yeltsin’s health. 

Zyuganov, who lost to Yeltsin 
in the runoff vote, told reporters: 
“All we are asking for is to hear 
the conclusions of a medical com- 
mission on the health of the presi- 
dent, so th 2 t (Parliament) can 
adopt a constitutional decisioa ” 
Zyuganov charged that Yeltsin, 
who spent long periods away from 
the Kremlin in 1996, had “only 
> worked for four months" last 
year, and had “only taken care of 
(electoral) promises and not car- 

(ContdonPg-14) 


Afghan Peace Plans 
Rejected by Taleban 


the Oslo accords (on Palestinian 
Autonomy) which benefit Israel.” 
said PFLP spokesman Maher Ta- 
ber. (Contd on Pg. 1 4) 


KABUL — Talks in Pakistan 
aimed at establishing peace in Af- 
ghanistan have broken up without 
progress because the Taleban mili- 
tia rejected demands made by its 
opponents. Taleban Information 
and Culture Minister Amir Khan 
Muttaqi said Wednesday. 

4 ‘The UN meeting ended with- 
out any particular result," as the 
anti-Taleban factions’ repre- 
sentatives set the demilitarization 
of Kabul as one of their conditions, 
he said. 

This was “not acceptable to the 
Taleban," the minister added. 

The three-day meeting, under 
the auspices of the United Nations, 
brought together the alliance op- 


posed to the Taleban and the Tale- 
ban militia itself, which captured 
Kabul on September 27. 

At the Islamabad talks, the Tale- 
ban delegation led by Mdlah Wakil 
Ahmed Mutawaltil had proposed 
the formation of a joint commission 
made up of the Taleban and the 
groups opposed to it, in order to 
oversee a cease-fire and exchange 
of prisoners, Muttaqi said. 

This was rejected by the anti- 
Taleban groups, he said, adding 
that another meeting would take 
place in February. He did not, how- 
ever, specify the date nor venue for 
such a meeting. 

(Contd on Pg 14') 
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AJ-Khalil Agreement Justifying Further 
Israeli Atrocities, Expansionism 


A fter three months of incessant activities, Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benjamin Netanyahu finally succeeded in convincing Pal- 
estinian leader Yasser Arafat to agree to an accord on Al- Khalil 
(Hebron) Wednesday, which is mainly meant to ease international 
pressure on the Zionist regime without contributing much to a 
comprehensive peace in the region. 

The agreement will be given lots, of publicity by the Zionist 
regime due to delays in reaching it. Moreover, it is destined to add 
to the legitimacy of the peace process which, in effect, has serious 
structural drawbacks. 

As a result of the Wednesday's agreement on Al-KhaJd, the 
Zionist regime mil be able to project itself as a peace-loving country 
whereas, in reality, such agreements will not bring about a real peace. 

The Ai- Khalil accord cannot lead to a lasting peace because there 
are a host of unsettled issues facing the Palestinians and Israel, the 
least important among which are the issues of Bait-ul-Muqaddas 
(Jerusalem), refugees, settlers, water, and the like. 

If peace is to be comprehensive in the Middle East, solutions 
should be sought to some more serious issues remaining unsettled 
so far such as the occupied Arab territories including South Leba- 
non and the Golan Heights. 

Israel's adamancy on the issue of Al- Khalil indeed constituted a 
violation of the accords already reached. Hence, the world public 
opinion should be aware of the fact that Israel's agreement to 
withdraw from most of Al-Khalil was a provision included in the 
accords previously signed by Israel. 

Even if the Zionist regime implements the recently drawn up 
agreement, there is little prospect of a comprehensive peace in the 
Middle East so long as Israel refuses to return the occupied Arab 
territories. 

It seems strange that the UN resolutions on the Middle East have 
fallen into oblivion while those concerning other countries like Iraq 
.have been implemented verbatim. One reason is that the U5. has 
practically hijacked the UN and transformed in into an instrument 
of achieving its own objectives. 

Therefore the best remedy for establishing a lasting pace in the 
region is the implementation of all UN resolutions on the Middle 
East ahd unconditional withdrawal of the Zionist regime from all 
occupied territories. Without complete return of all Palestinian 
refugees to their motherland, the compromise will not be just and 
not able to ensure a permanent peace in the region. 

Moreover, Israeli officials should be tried as war criminals and 
on the grounds of violating human rights due to the atrocities they 
have committed against the innocent Palestinians, Syrians and 
Lebanese. Any accord failing to meet the above requirements is 
doomed to failure. 


Over 200 Iraqi Kurdish 
Refugees Return Home 


Tehran Tones Service 
TEHRAN — The Governor of Pi- 
ranshahr, Jebrael Iraani, said on 
Wednesday that 208 Iraqi Kurdish 
refugees left the city in dortinvest- 
era province of West Azerbaijan 
and returned to their homeland 
Tuesday afternoon. 

Imani added that it was the 
fourth group of the Iraqi Kurdish 
refugees who left Iran via Piran- 
shahr border under the supervision 
of the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) during the 
past month, an IRNA report said. 


This group of Iraqi Kurdish 
refugees had fled to Iran five years 
ago following the outbreak of the 
Persian Gulf war and were settled 
in different refugee camps in the 
cities of Orumiyeh, Oshnaviyeh 
and Naqadeh, he noted. 

The cease-fire in northern Iraq 
has encouraged the Iraqi refugees 
to return to their homelands. 

Thousands of Iraqi Kurdish 
refugees who fled to Iran after the 
Persian Gulf war, an: still living in 
various refugee camps throughout 
the Islamic Republic’s ferritoiy. 


New Caws of Iraqi Cease-Fire Violations Reported to li 


Tehran Times Service 


installing arms; 


hiriyeh marshlands, Hoveizeh 


Six Spies 
Arrested in 


TEHRAN — In a letter to the 
United Nations Secretary General 
Kofi Annan, Iranian Permanent 
Representative to the UN reported 
425 cases of cease-fire violations - 
by Iraq. 

According to an IRNA report 
from New York, the letter, which 



KHARRAZi 


was published Tuesday as a docu- 
ment of the Security Council, cov- 
ers reports on cease-fire violations 
between July 5-September 9, 
1996. 

The cases of violations in- 
cluded repeated patrol of Iraqi 
boats in Arvand Roud, movement 
of Iraqi forces, vehicles, tanks and 
personnel carriers in the no man’s 
land, infiltration of anti-revolu- 
tionary agems and smugglers from 
Iraqi territory to Iran, construction 
of bunkers and observation posts, 
shooting at Iranian territory and 


Several Iraqi smugglers aboard 
a boat in Hour al-Hovaizch were 
intercepted by ihe Iranian Border 
Police and were forced to retreat 
into Iraqi territory under the heavy 
fire of the Iranian guards. 

Five anti-revolutionary ele- 
ments, armed with Kalashnikov ri- 
fles and RPG-7, fired at the 
security guards of the Paveh Ra- 
dio and TV Station on July 2L, 
1996. When they were encoun- 
tered by the guards, they retreated 
into Iraq, kidnapping a driver and 
his car belonging to the Paveh Ag- 
riculture Office, as .well as a re- 
tired revolutionary guard. - 

They lolled the guard at the 
Shaboo Heights close to the Iraqi 
border and set the car on fire. The 
fate of the driver is still unknown. 

On July 23, 1996, the Iranian 
Border Police pursued five anti- 
revolutionary elements who had 
crossed the border irrto Iranian ter- 
ritory and entered the border vil- 
lage of Zajvar, Baneh District As 
a result of the clash, one of the in- 
truders, named Rahim Qader- 
zadeh, was killed and four others 
managed to escape back into the 
Iraqi territory.. 

The letter referred to at least 13 
other cases of infiltration of anti- 
revolutionary elements and their 
clash with guardsmen. In some 
cases the anti-revolutionaries 
threatened and extorted the border 
villagers. 

A number of Iraqi armed 
smugglers who positioned at Za- 


Company Denies Strike 


at Shiraz Oil Refinery 

Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — The National Oil 
Product Distribution Company of 
Fais Province yesterday denied a 
foreign report on strike of workers 
at the Oil Refinery of Shiraz, an 
IRNA report said. 

The Persian Section of the 
French Radio in a recent broadcast 
claimed that workers at the refin- 
ery went on strike on December 
18 and 19 in protest at the aboli- 
tion of some articles of the Collec- 
tive Work Treaty which stipulated 
some bonuses, for workers owing 

Heroin Taken Out 
of Tanzanians’ 
Stomachs 

Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — Head of the Islamic 
Revolution Court of Kashan said 
on Wednesday that some 1.519 kg 
of heroin have been taken out of 
stomachs of two Tanzanian citi- 
zens in this central city. 

According to an IRNA report 
from Kashan, Mahdavi Rouz 
added that tire two Tanzanians 
were arrested two weeks ago. 

The two had swallowed a total 
of 152 ten-gram packages of her- 
oin, he said. 


to their hard working conditions. 

An informed source said that 
there were no strikes at the refin- 
ery on the days mentioned by the 
French Radio but on the cortfrary 
the overall performance of work- 
ers were much better than pre- 
vious days. 

He further added that workers 
at Shiraz Oil Refinery are given 
special bo raises with regard to 
their position and types of ihe 
work they are doing and that the 
Collective Work Treaty is imple- 
mented at the refinery. 

Sigerian Speaker Calls For 
teingParliamentiiJY 
Experiences With Iran 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — In a meeting with 
Iranian charge d'affaires to Niger, 
the Speaker of the National As- 
sembly of Niger Moutari Moussa 
expressed the willingness of tire 
National Assembly of his country 
to benefit from t he experience of 
the Majlis of Iran. 

He said bis government was 
ready to further develop relations 


with the Islamic Republic, IRNA 
reported from Niamey, Niger. 


Lebanese Minister Calls For 


Promotion of Tehran-Beirut Ties 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Lebanese Minister 
of Defense Muhsin Dalloul, in 
Beirut Tuesday, underlined the 
need to further promotion of rela- 
tions between Iran and Lebanon. 

According to IRNA, be made 
the remark in a meeting with 
Iran's Ambassador to Beirut, 
Homayoun Alizade h. In the meet- 
ing the two sides reviewed the lat- 
est regional developments. 


Denouncing the Israeli hostile 
policies armed at worsening the 
situation in Lebanon and in the 
whole region, Dalloul said Beirut 
is determined to continue the anti- 
Zionist struggle. 

In a separate meeting on Tues- 
day Alizadeh exchanged views 
with I Lebanese minister of public 
works and transport 

During the meeting the two of- 
ficials discussed further expansion 
of Tehran-Beirut relations. 


. District, were intercepted by Ira- 
nian Border Police and as a result 
five of them were wounded and 
another one was killed. 

Later, the Border Police, 
guided by one of the detainees, in 
pursuing the smugglers destroyed 
a boat belonging to the smugglers 
and killed and wounded several 
others. The rest escaped into Iraqi 
territory. 

Among the casualties was an 
Iraqi intelligence officer, identi- 
fied as Aii Mazi. Mazi’s deputy 
was among the smugglers and was 
hospitalized in Abwaz. 

Two otter detainees are mem- 
bers of the so-called Khozestan 
Liberation Front. 

Also, Iraqi forces were seen to 
install heavy arms including anti- 
aircraft gun, construction of bun- 
kos and observation posts in the 
no man’s land 


W. Azerbaijan 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — The provincial di- 
rector genera] for the Information 
Department of Orumiyeh, West 
Azaibaijan, said on Wednesday 
that six spies have been arrested in 
tins northwestern province. 

IRNA quoted the official as 
saying, “The spies who have been 
in contact with foreign countries 
through espionage networks have 
confessed to their charges,” he 
added. 

Those arrested have been pro- 
viding foreign elements with po- 
litical , economic and cultural 
information through films andflje* 
hires of strategic and military aic 
eas, and have been assisting these 
elements in their sabotage opera- 
tions, the official added. 


Security Prevails Over 
Country’s Borders 


TEHRAN — Interior Minister Air 
Mohammad Besharati here 
Wednesday expressed satisfaction 
with die security situation which 
prevails over the country’s bor- 
ders. 

He stressed that the Law En- 
forcement Forces will strictly con- 
front the wicked who want to 
disturb the security of the country. 

Addressing the meeting of the 
special council for security of 
western parts of the country, 
Besharati said the security' which 
prevails over the borders Iran 
shares with Iraq and Turkey points 
up the fact that the Islamic Repub- 
lic is firmly determined to defend 
its territorial integrity. 

Referring to Iran’s cordial rela- 
tions with its neighbors particu- 
larly Turkey, the interior minister 
stressed that holding fast to its for- 
eign policy which rests on good 
nrigbboriiness, the Islami c Re- 
public of Iran will not allow other 
countries' opposition groups to 
use its soil 



BESHARATI 


Enforcement personnel in western 
parts of the country will firmly 
confront those who want to enter 
the country illicitly. ! 

In conclusion, Besharati hailed 
the Law Enforcement Forces for 
their relentless efforts for preser- 
vation of the security throughout 
the country and said the comfy 
would be able to take further 
strides towards construction. 


He further averted that the Law 

Iran's Mediation to Remove 


Greek-Turkish Tension Welcomed 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Greece welcomes 
the mediation efforts of the Is- 
lamic Republic of Iran to remove 
tension between Athens and 
Ankara, said Greek Press and Me- 
dia Minister Dimitris Reppas on 
Tuesday. 

The Greek minister made the 
remark in a meeting with the Aro- 
brssador of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran to Athens, Mchdi Khan- 
daqabadi, IRNA quoted Iranian 
Embassy sources as saying. 

In foe meeting foe two sides 
discussed ways to expard media 
relations between the two coun- 
tries and reviewed progress of bi- 
lateral relations. - 

The Iranian envoy extended 
Reppas an invitation to visit the 
Islamic Republic. 

On Monday Khandaqabadi also 
met with Head of the Greek Par- 
liamentary Committee for Foreign 
Affairs, Karolos Papoulias, 
discussed bilateral ties. 

Papoulias also welcomed any 
Iranian efforts to reduce tensions . 
between Greece and Turkey. 

Papoulias. who served as for- 
eign minister under ihe govern- 
ment of late Premier Andreas 
Papandreoi., has visited the Is- 


lamic Republic several times. 

Last month, Iranian Foreign 
Minister All Akbar Velayati has 
said that Tehran would mpdfag 
between Greece and Turkey in an 
effort to reduce tensions between 
the two countries. 

Velayati said he would send a 
delegation to Athens soon to re- 
view the issue. 

Greek-Turidsh tensions - as 
once again high due to the deci- 
sion tty foe Greek-Cypriot to pur- 
chase Russian anti-aircraft 
system, S-300. 

Turkey has threatened to knock 
out die missiles if the Greek- Cyp- 
riot installed them on the divided 
island 

Cypriot President Glafcos 
derides after a meeting in Nicosia 
Monday with an American envoy 
said -the missiles would not be de- 
ployed on foe island in the next 16 . 
months. 

Carey Cavanaugh, director of 
the Southern European Depart- 
ment at the U.S. State Department, 
described derides’ decision as an 
important step and'a ri g" that tins 
is not a crisis situation today. 
Cavanaugh met Greek Foreign 
Ministry officials in Athens Toes* ■ 
day to discuss the missile issue. 
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Traditions on Fasting 


ImwiHassn Askari(AS) 
In answer to i question 
do die reason for fastis?: 


< ^ i , ^ » 4 „ 
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"God made Casting a responsibility so 
fterich can experience the bitter pangs 
«f baiter and understand what it is to 
be poor, and tfaus try to help-" 


Wisii Central tak Governor Supports 
Emanaon of Trade Relations with Iran 


Tekram loner Service 


TEHRAN TIMES 

Pakistan Has to 
Revise its Policies 

Pakistan and tins time pot a band- 


JANUARY 16, 1997 


Sixth Day 
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"O Allah, do not leave me alone to be 
overcome by sins. Grant me refuge from 
Your wrath and anger. I appeal to Your 
kindness and bounty; O the last refuge 
for those who crave for help.” 
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Bonn, Tehran to Broaden Cooperation 

Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — Traksh Central Bank 
Governor, Qazi Arcfaal. on Tuesday 
supported the increase in bis coun- 
try's tzade relations with Iran and 
Iraq and stressed that expansion of 
these relations does not mean that 
Turkey is turmng its face away 
from the West 

Qazi Arehal, trbo was talking to 
Reuters, said Turkey plans to ex- 
pand its trade relations not only 
with Iran, Iraq, and other regional 
countries but aiso with the U.S. and 
Europe. 

He added that Turkish govera- 
mea intends to bring down the in- 
flation in bis country by 
i mplem en tin g a t h es e y ear program 
and that Turkey welcomes interna- 
tional support and granting of loan 
by the International Monetary 
Fuad. 

According to the Reuser report, 
Washington is concerned over 
Turkish growing relations with 
Ion Iraq xndIJbya and is afraid let 

Turkey should toms away from the 
West 


with Turkish officials have ex- 
pressed dissatisfaction with the re- 
cent Turkey -Iran natural gas 
purchase agreement am minting to 
23 billion dollars. 

Turkish Central Bank Governor 
m trie taiv tn American officials has 
sad that Turkish trade relation with 
Iran is corresponding to its trade 
with European countries such as It- 
aly and Fraice and that the latter’ s 
export from Iran and Import to Te- 
hran is greater than that of Ankara. 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Tentative transporta- 
tion of Kazakh oil to Iran via the 
Caspian Sea started, official in 
charge of National Iranian Oil 
Company’s International Depart- 
ment, Hojjalo&ah Ghammy Fard, 
toW the Reuter. 

According to a contract which 
has been signed between Tehran 
and Almaty, transportation of 
Kazkh oil to Iran via the Caspian 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN -Persian-langnage daily 
Joznhun Estomi Wrote that them 
are every indication to Mrs 
Bhutto’s government had a black 
record full of mistakes in relation 
with Afghanistan. The impudent 
support for the rebel groupkt Tali- 
ban created some catastrophes and 
consequently caused the fall of 
that gove rnm e n t. 

Mrs. Bhutto has admitted that 
in the past three years, Islamabad 
government has been canying out 
the policies imposed by the US. 

However, there has been no in- 
dication of Pakistan's revising its 
policy. As a rale, Mr. Yaqub Khan 
has not forgotten to which coun- 
tries he has travelled to get recog- 
nition for the Taliban and to 
whom he lias send messages. 

Now, welcoming Mr. Sahe- 
bzada Yaqub Khan, it should be 
reminded that the Islamabad gov- 
ernment has to revise its perilous 
policies in Afghanistan, give up 
interference in the country’s inter- 
nal affairs and change mind about 
supporting the Taliban, this rebel- 
lious and fanatic group. 

What is the reason for Paki- 
stan’s being tempted to bring the 
US to Afghanistan and make ef- 
forts for turmoil there with the 
Saudi’s finance and with the US 
plan? 

Even if Pakistan is thinking 
about communication road to the 
Central Asia the way is not com- 
ing to terms with drug traffickers. 
Logically it is not in the interest of 
anyone if the US secures a foot- 
bold for itself as a political archi- 
tect. Because it may well use to 
foothold for other plots against 


sea should have been enforced by 
January 1, 1997. However, due to 
certain problems it begines tenta- 
tively. 

Following its failure in isolat- 
ing Iran, Washington is now con- 
cerned about the contract between 
Iran and Kazakistan. 

Kazakhstan has so far con- 
signed 15,000 tons of crude oil to 
Iran, which according to the con- 
tract, the NIOC should deliver it 
to the buyers of the Kazakh oil, 
mainly the Persian Gulf littoral 
states. 

Based on the contract, Kazakis- 
tan will annually deliver two mil- 
lion tons of crude oil to refineries 
in Tehran and Tabriz, and Iran is 
required to deliver the refined oil 
to Vac buyers. 

Customs Vague 
Standing in 
Economic Process 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Head of Iran Cus- 
toms Administration, Abdol- 
hossein Vahaji, said that the 
existing security has resulted in 
increased transit of goods in the 
country, 1RNA quoted the Rpr- 
sian-language daily S a l am as re- 
porting. 

Vahaji, who was in Arak, said 
■on Monday to the amount of 
transit goods was 780,000 tones in 
94-95, 2.2 ra tones in 95-96 and 
2.5 m tones in the nine months to 
Dec 20. 1996. 

The customs official added that- 
right now there is no correct un- 
derstanding of the customs and its 
responsibility in the economic 
process. 


fill of traffickers in power in Paki- 
stani 

Mr. Sahebzada Yaqub Khan 
knows well that the Taliban have 
reached die end of tbe line and it 
is not in the interest of Pakistan to 
invest more on those dud pawns. 
This is precisely why we call on 
him and his government to end in- 
terference in the internal affairs of 

Pakistan. . . , 

Another persian daily also 

wrote that if tbe minister has 
not come with a - new atti- 
tude it Will Be difficult to imagine 
the talks would gajieyond the dip- 
lomatic protocol 

The long-standing friendship 
between the Muslim Iranian and 
Pakistani nations necessitate more 
effective cooperation to find a po- 
litical solution for the Afghanistan 
problem. 

Iran can help Pakistan to extra- 
dite itself provided there is readi- 
ness on the part of tbe provisional 
government to accept the new re- 
alities. 

Without recognition of such re- 
alities Pakistan would not be able 
to play a constructive role in Af- 
ghanistan. Moreover, it will not 
find the necessary political stabil- 
ity at home. Because Pakistan's 
national security has become 
linked to the Afghanistan develop- 
ments to a great extent 

Tbe continuation of the Af- 
ghanistan crisis would turn the 
balance of power in favor of the 
army in Pakistan. This is what vet- 
eran Yaoub Khan knows welL 


TEHRAN — Minister of Con- 
struction Jihad, Gbolam-Reza 
Forouzesh, during his visit to the 
Demotex Carpet Exhibition in 
Germany, conferred with the Ger- 
man agriculture minister on the 
two countries’ possible areas of 
cooperation in agriculture, natural 
resources, livestock and fishery. 

Forouzesh highlighted high po- 
tentials for cooperation between 


Tehran and Bonn and called for 
broad economic, agricultural and 
trade relations between Iran and 
Gennany. 

The German agriculture minis- 
ter also stressed his country’s in- 
terest in expanding and 
strengthening Tehran-Bonn tech- 
nical and trade relations, and an- 
nounced his country’s readiness 
for all-out relations with Iran, es- 
pecially in the field of agriculture, 
natural resources and livestock. 


Americas officials in meeting 
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President Inspects Tehran's Water 

Treatment Plant 



Teh run Times Service 
TEHRAN — President Alcbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani here Wfednes- 
day morning inspected a water treat- 
ment complex of Tehran sewage 
system, IRNA reported. 

The principal goals of Tehran 
sewage system project is to collect 
household sewage and industrial 
wastewater, protect the environ- 
ment, eliminate pollution, treat the 
wastewater for agriculture purposes 
and use resultant compost 

The southwestern section of 
phase one of Tehran sewage system 
will cost about Rls. 159 billion of 
which Rls.52 billion has already 
been spent on designing and build- 
ing the sewage network, the refinery 
house and on erecting a pipe-manu- 
facturing plant for foe purpose. 

Iran Urged to Set lip 
Self-Employment 
Center in Tajikistan 

TEHRAN — Tajik Labor and Em- 
ployment. Minister Shukurjon 
Zuhurov in .a meeting with Iranian 
Labor and Social Affairs Minister 
Hossein Kamali called on Iran to set 
up a sdf-emptaymeat center and a 
voc ational t raining center in his 
country. 

Zuhurov called on the Iranian 
minister to provide necessary facili- 
ties for training of a number ofTajik 
nationals at Iran's technical and vo- 
cational training center. 

He expressed hope that Tehran- 
Dusbanbe ties would further expand 
in foe area of employment and tech- 
nical and vocational training once 
formerly reached agreements are 
implemented. 

Kamali for his part said that his 
ministry was ready to boost mutual 
cooperation with Tajikistan. 

(IRNA) 


The water treatment unit of foe 
sewage system will be south of the 
city of Ray, that is outside of Tehran 
city limits in the 25-year urban plan 
for the capital. 

Speaking at the inaugural cere- 
mony, the president said the govern- 
ment would spend over Rls.120 
billion on setting up Tehran’s sewer- 
age system. Over 80 percent of Te- 
hran's wastewaters would be 
channelled to agriculture sector af- 
ter treatment. - 

He said setting up of sewerage 
systems is underway in 110 Iranian 
cities and the officials in 100 other 
cities are studying to establish sav- 
age works. 


Photo Negate TaJda 


With commissioning of Tehran's 
sewage works, over 30,000 hectares 
of farmlands in southern Tehran 
would be provided with irrigation 
water, he said. 

He said establishment of sewage 
disposal system is vital for protec- 
tion of the environment. 

He appreciated the officials in 
chargeof building foe sewerage sys- 
tems. 

Minister of Energy Bijan Nam- 
dar Zanganeh, also present at the 
ceremony, said his ministry has foe 
technological know-how to build foe 
sewage treatment centers in urban 
areas. 


Iran, Czech Republic to 
Promot Economic Relations 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The Czech Deputy 
Minister of Industry and' Trade, 
Ifavel Dvorak Tuesday in Prague 
called for further expansion of Ter- 
han-Prague relations particularly in 
foe field of economics. 

According to IRNA, he made 
the remark in a meeting with Iran's 
Ambassador to Prague, Jafar 
Hashemi. 

Holding the second session of 


joint economic commission, pro- 
gress made in the projects under- 
taken by Czech companies in Iran 
and upgrading of economic rela- 
tions were raised in the meeting 
Hashemi told IRNA correspondent 
in Prague. 

Expressing satisfaction over 
holding exhibition of Iranian prod- 
ucts in foe Czech Republic, Dvorak 
stressed that these exhibitions help 
expansion of bilateral relations. 


612,00 0 Tons of Minerals 
Excavated in Shahroud 


SHAHROUD, Semnan Prov. — A 
total of 612,000 tons of minerals 
were quarried from the local mines 
in the first three quarters of foe year 
(March 20-December 20), said 
head of foe local mines and metals 
office Seyyed Javad Dehmollaie 
here on Tuesday. 

Dehmollaie put foe value of the 
minerals, excavated from 21 active 
mines, at Rls. 16.5 billion. 

He said foe minerals mrhwM 


Over 14*000 Tons of Goods 
Exported From Kerman 


KERMAN — Export of some 
14,720 tons of goods from this 
southeastern province during last 
month (November 21 - December 
20) fetched Rls. 9 1.679 billion. 

Director General of Provincial 
Standard and Industrial Research 
Office Behzad Rowshan said here 
on Tuesday that foe goods, includ- 
ing fig, date, macaroni, rose water, 
walnut, pistachio and grapefruit 
juke, were exported to Italy, Ger- 
many, taiwan. Central Asian repub- 
lics, France, Russia, the 
Netherlands, Sweden, Britain, Den- 


mark, Malaysia, Canada, Australia, 
Japan, Singapore and Lebanon. 

In related news from Semnan, 
86,777 tons of minerals, worth over 
$9,167,000, were exported in foe 
first three quarters of the year. 

The minerals included gypsum, 
salt, ferto silica, chromite and so- 
dium sulphate. 

The total sum of revenues gained 
through export of 59,500 tons of 
minerals from Semnan within foe 
same period last year stood at 
$3,615 million. 

(IRNA) 


85,000 tons of coal, 2,100 tons of 
chromite, 15,000 tons of gypsum 
and 10,000 tons of limestone. 

He added that there were nine 
coal, four chromite, four gypsum 
and two lime mines active in foe city 
in northeastern Iran. . (IRNA) 

52 Tons of Goods 
Exported From 
Mazandaran to 
Central Asia 

SARI, Mazandaran Prov. — Some 
52,245 tons of commodities have 
been exported from this northern 
province of Iran to Central Asia in 
foe first nine months of this year 
(started March 21), it was an- 
nounced here on 'Wednesday. 

According to Mohammad Ab- 
basi, an official with Mazandaran 
Gove morale, the value of foe goods 
exported stood at Ris.40.6 billion, 
up 173 percent compared to similar 
period last year. 

The commodities exported to the 
Central Asian countries included 
fruits, foodstuff, textile and house- 
hold appliances. /IRNA) 


Australian Diplomat Calls For 
Upgrading Commercial Ties 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — The outgoing Austra- 
lian Ambassador here, Nicolas 
Warner, Wednesday reiterated Can- 
berra’s desire for further promotion 
of commercial ties with Tehran. 

Meeting with Iranian head of 
Iran-Austral is Joint Chamber of 
Commerce, Habibullah Asgar- 
Oladi, the Australian diplomat 
called for upgrading commercial 
exchanges between the two coun- 
tries. 

Asgsr-Oladi underlined the role 
Australian diplomat has played in 


broadening Tehran -Canberra com- 
mercial ties and said that the vol- 
ume of trade exchanges has in- 
creased and the chamber was active 
during foe Warner’s mission. 

Asg&r-OIadi said that- foe ex- 
change of commercial delegations 
between the two countries will pave 
foe way for expansion of trade co- 
operation. He further called for 
holding seminars to explore practi- 
cal ways for upgrading commercial 
ties between Tehran and Canberra. 

He expressed hope that the 
country's export of non-ofl prod- 


1.3bn Passengers Carried 
by Airlines in 1996 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Airlines carried nearly 
1,350 million passengers and about 
22 million tons of freight in 1996, 
says the International Civil Avia- 
tion- Organization (ICAO) in a re- 
port released recently in Montreal 
(Canada). 

The report, faxed yesterday 
from the UN Information Center 
here, further revealed that total traf- 
fic of foe world’s airlines in 1996 
rose by 6 percent above that of 1995 
in terms of ton-kflometers, and in- 
ternational traffic rose by 8 percent 
according to preliminary estimates. 

The rise in airline traffic volume 


in percentages as above indicated 
also meart that passenger traffic, in 
terms of passenger-kflometezs per- 
formed, rose by 7 percent in total 
and by 9 percent on international 
services, while freight traffic 
growth was lower, 5 percent in total 
ton-kilometers and 6 percent inter- 
nationally, foe report further said. 

Capacity increases for passen- 
ger services continued to be kept in 
check, and average load factors rose 
slightly to reach 68 percent for total 
service and 69 percent for interna- 
tional services, level not previously 
achieved since 1990, the report 
concluded. 


Export of Non-Metallic 
Products on Rise 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — Value of exports by 
production units supervised by foe 
Department of Non-Metallic Indus- 
tries at foe Ministry of Industries 
between March and December to- 
talled $750 million, showing 83 per- 
cent growth compared to the same 
figure over the preceding year, 
IRNA reported. 

Deputy Industries Minister for 
Non-Metallic Industries Hossein 
Naji said here on Tuesday that ma- 
jor portion of foe revenue, i.e. over 
$263 minion, had been gained out 
of textiles and garments exports, 
while the least amou n t of it, i.e. 
about $six million fay power and 
electronics industries. 

Naji said that one billion dollars 
in credit had been allocated to his 
ministry in the first three quarters 
of the year, adding that the figure is 
expected to stand at about $1.25 

Jk: 

LONDON — Oil prices lost further 
ground on Tuesday after a sudden 
slump on Monday quashed specula- 
tion that crude might challenge re- 
cent post-Persian Gulf war highs. 

London February futures for in- 
ternational benchmark North Sea 
Brent blend closed down 12 cents at 
23.36 a barrel after an 83 cent slide 
on Monday stopped Brent short of 
its 25.06 high. 

Oil analysts said that unless na- 
ture intervened again in the form of 
an unusually severe cold snap in key 
Western consumer markets, prices 
looked set for further declines to- 
ward spring in the northern hemi- 
sphere. 

Prices won’t collapse but from 
foe second quarter on we will see a 
steady fall, said Geoff Pyne, energy 
economist at Finance House UBS. 

I suspect we’ve seen foe highs, 
said another London-based oil ana- 
lyst. I think we’ll see a slide, not a 


billion by die year-end on March 
20, 1997. 


ucts would be increased fay the nett 
Iranian year beginning on March 
21 . 

Referring to Iran’s Second five- 
Year Development Plan, Asgar- 
Oladi expressed hope that the 
development ideals of foe country 
become materialized during foe pe- 
riod. 

W&mer described actiuitiai of 
Iran- Australia Joint Chamber of 
Commerce as foe "main achieve- - 
merits of his mission to Ism and 
expressed hope that foe chamfer 
would help the two countries 
strengthen their commercial ties. 

Six New 
Highways to Be 
Inaugurated 
Soon 

Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — Six new highways, foe 
total length of which estimated to be 
5.5 inns, -will be inangnratnd in 
western Tehran, reducing tire traffic 
jam there, it was announced here 
Wednesday. 

According to a fax received fay 
foe daily from Ma’ refat Cultural 
House, a sum of Rls. 1,770 lmlfioa 
has been spent for construction of 
the higfawasys. 

The highways include: Noor 
Shamali, Mir Kamal, EQuun, Fer- 
dous, Siopanj-Metri Hawapeymaie 
and Siopanj-Metri Abazar ShomalL 

It is noteworthy to mentiooe that the 
captial of foe projects have been 
provided by foe 5th district of Te- 
hran Municipality. 


Iran-Azerbaijan Willing to 
Go Ahead With Agreements 


BAKU.. Republic of Azerbaijan — 
Iranian Ambassador to baku Alireza 
Bigdeli and Azerbaijan's Prime 
Minister Arthur Rasizadeh here 
Tuesday reviewed the ways and 
means for implemening recent 
agreements between Iran and that 
country. 

The agreements between the two 
countries were arrived at during a 
recent visit to Baku of Iran's Fust 
Vice-President Hassan Habibi. 
They include a gas pipeline from 
Khcy of Iran to Jolfa cm foe border 
with Azerbaijan and a darn on foe 
River Aras that forms a natural bor- 
der between the two neighboring 


countries. 

The Iranian ambassador and foe 
prime minister of Azerbaijan also 
reviewed topics in connection with 
a projected sale to Azerbaijan of 
Iranian electicily, and mutual col- 
laboration in foe area of agriculture 
and trade. 

The prime minister of Azerbai- 
jan voiced the interest ofhis govern- 
ment to broaden relations with Iran 
and expressed hope that a projected 
visit to Tehran of Azerbaijani busi- 
ness and technical experts would 
pave the way for an early implemen- 
tation of those greements. 

(IRNA) 
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crash and I don’t expect to see Brent 
below 20 a barrel before April. 

Dealers said the large investment 
funds, which have speculated on foe 
price of oil over recent months, 
were seen baling out of foe market 
in numbers. 

Analysts said signs w ere that the 
oil inventory shortfall which under- 
pinned crude prices throughout foe 
second half of last year was begin- . 
ning to ease. 

Inventories in foe European Un- 
ion, excluding Sweden, rose by 
13.51 million barrels in December 
to 1.034 billion barrels, Stichting 
Euroilstock said in a monthly report 
on Monday. 

Latest data from the Wfest’s en- 
ergy watchdog foe International En- 
ergy Agency (IEA) showed 
inventories of distillates — diesel 
and heating oil — posted a contras- 
easonal rise in foe industrialized na- 
tions of the OECD in November. 


The year-on-year shortfall in Or- - ' 
ganization for Economic Coopera- 
tion and Development oil 
inventories narrowed 17 million 
barrels in November, foe IEA said - 
in a monthly report 

Off demand has come off the boil 

as refineries in foe U.S. Persian 
Gulf, Europe and foe Far East pre- ' - 
pare for maintenance work. • /- 
There are a lot of pointers whki \ 
should worry foe bulls, said Pyne at 
UBS. The late# data show that sap- 
ply zs not as tight as it has been. Ow * ^ 
has to ask what wifl happen when . 
the cold weather ends. 

.Traders said that, foe weather 
apart, foe oil price outlook for the __ 
next month or so could depend „ 
heavily on how gasoline demand - 
pans out in the United States. " 

U.S. gasoline prices are under. . 
pressure at foe moment from a m3*. . 
lion ton armada of product crossing > 
the Atlantic from Europe. 
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Top Teams Must Play Again 

LONDON; English premiership sides Wimbledon, Aston VUla and 
Leeds United lived to fight another day after bang hdd to shock 
draws by lower division opposition in Tuesday's third-round FA 
Cup dashes. On a mght when three scheduled cup matches were 
postponed because of the freezing weather, and another was aban- 
doned after an hour, Wimbledon saved their blushes with a 1-1 draw 
at second division Crewe Alexandra while Vffla shared a goalless 
draw away to second division strutters Notts County. Leeds United, 
jocanwhile, came away with a 2-2 draw from first division Crystal 
Palace thanks to a late penalty save by Nigel Martyn. 

Dalglish Takes Over 

LONDON; Kenny Dalglish took over as manager at English Pre- 
mier League side Newcastle United on Tuesday. Dalglish fills the 
vacancy left when Kevin Keegan resigned last Wednesday. The 
45-ycar-old Dalglish quit his job as Blackburn's director of foot- 
ball in September. Keegan left the dub after spending 60 million ; 
pounds (about 95 million dollars) in the transfer market to try to 
win Newcastle’s first league title in 70 yearn. Dalglish replaced 
Keegan as a player at Liverpool in 1977 'when Liverpool paid 
Glasgow Celtic 440,000 pounds (730,000-dollan) after Keegan 
moved to German side SV. Hamburg. He stepped down from the 
top job at Blackburn shortly after winning the premiership title in 
1995 and had just as unexpectedly left Liverpool after six years 
and three league titles as player-manager. 

Juventus Target Klinsmann and Ravanelli 

TURIN, Italy: Juventus want to bay Bayern Munich star Jurgen 
Klinsmann to replace their Croatian striker Aten Boksic who will 
be out of action for two months with an ankle injury. The European 
champions were reported to be keen on taking on IQinsmann, in dis- 
pute with Bayern's Italian Coach Giovanni Trapattoni, un til the aid 
of the season. Fabrtrio Ravanelli, who left for English Premier 
League side Middlesbrough after helping Juventus win the European 
Cup, is also said to be on their wanted Bst 

Trial Date Set for Tapie 

MARSEILLE, France: Bernard Tapie, disgraced former 
Marseille president goes on trial here in May on fraud charges re- 
lated to match-rigging, Court officials said the trial of Tapie and 
19 others, including former national coach Michel Hidalgo, was 
scheduled for May 12-30. Tapie, charged with fraud, receiving 
and misuse of corporate funds, has threatened to expose wide-scale 
corruption in French foot baH Eamining magistrate Pierre Phttipon’s 
four-year investigation into fraud and false accounting at Marseille 
choired that 201 mtS oa francs (20 miHioa dollars) had been diverted 
for rigging matches in the French' league and in European competi- 
tions. Tapie sa>a he i nvested 52 million francs (10 million dollars) of 
his own mono' into foe chib be took oyer in 1986. 

Players linked to Asian Betting Syndicate 

WINCHESTER, England: Premiership goalkeepers Brace Grob- 
bclaar and Hans Severs received vast sums of cash to throw the 
result of matches for a Far East betting syndicate, a court was told 
here on Tuesday. Former Liverpool and Southampton star Grob- 
bclaar, Wimbledon ’keeper Segcrs, along with former Wimbledon 
striker John Fxxhanu. and Malaysian businessman Heng Suan 
Lim, were parr of a complex web of corruption involving money 
from Indonesia, the court heard. 

Prosecutor David Calvert Smith outfitted the case against the ac- 
cused, as one of the biggest scandals in British sporting history fi- 
nally went to trial on Tuesday. The trial, which Is expected to last 
10 weeks, comes after a year-long investigation by British police 
launched after the ilhgMiost stun n e d the world of football when 
they appeared w (be San newspaper in November 1994. All four 
men deny the charges but they could face up to seven years im- 
prisonment and/or an unlimited fine if found guilty. 

Boro Dealt Devastating Blow 

LONDON: Middlesbrough hare been dealt a devastating blow in 
their fight for premiership survival after they were docked three 
points Tuesday for illegally calling off their game at Blackburn on 
December 2L Manager Bryan Robson left the five-boar hearing 
grim-faccd and no comment after the decision which leaves 

the Rrrer&fc club four points adrift of I9tb-placed Southampton. 
Middlesbrough were also fined 50,000 pounds (75,000-doIlars) 
and ordered to pay the costs of the commission and could face a 
compensation order to Blackburn. Oa top of that they will still 
have to play the game at Ewood Park at a later date. Mtddles- 
b rough took the unprecedented step on December 20 of calling off 
the game with 23 players unavailable through injury and illness. 

Hungarian Date for Venables ’ Aussie Soccer 

Stars 

SYDNEY: Australia's National Coach Terry Venables has said 
his side are u» foe same class as European countries like Hungary 
and Austria and his words wilt soon be put to the test. Australia 
on Tuesday confirmed a match against Hungary in Budapest on 
April 2 which wiB be the first opportunity for Australia’s army of 
overseas soccer latest — Mark Bosnich, Robbie Slater, Aurelia 
V id mar, Ned Z efic and Paul Okon, to impress the former England 
manager. 

Chelsea Look to Sign Maldini 

ROME: Chelsea pUycr-manager Ruud Gullit is looking to sign It- 
aly's c* !***** 1 and left-back Paolo Maldini from AC Milan for 28 
million dollars (amend 17 mUUou pounds). Should the deal go 
through, the transfer would eclipse the previous world record 
football signing of Alan Shearer by Newcastle United for 15 mil- 
lion pounds at the start of this season. 

Judge Recommends Soccer Chief Resign 

JOHANNESBURG: A Sooth African judical commission recom- 
i mended Tuesday that soccer boss Solomon “Stix” Morew a resign 
or be fired by the South African Footbsti Association (SAFA). 
More* a, the executive president of SAFA, was accused Tuesday 
b* judge Beaja/aia Pickard, who heads a soccer commission of in- 
qviry . of forging an unholy alliance with dub owners, and of ac- 
re-ylnsfi unauthorized funds from the orga nual *° a * coffers. 



LONDON, United Kingdom (January 14): Leeds United's Brian 
Deane (foreground) screens the ball from Crystal Palace's Leif 
Andersen at Sellhurst Park during their FA Cup 3rd round cup. 
The match is currently being played. 

' (AFP PHOTO) 


Graf Slow fo Start, Fast to Finish 


MELBOURNE, Australia — 
Hours after prosecutors in Ger- 
many asked for more than a 6-year 
sentence for her father, a dis- 
tracted Steffi Graf started slowly 
Wednesday at the Aust ralian 
Open, then finished fast amid un- 
usual Hashes of anger. 

Graf, spraying balls wildly in 
the breeze, fell behind 0-4 in the 
first set against Larisa NeCandL 
Then they played the rest of the 
match. 

Railing at herself, the umpire, 
the wind, the sprinkles of rain and 
everything else that bothered her, 
the top-seeded Graf charged the 
net more boldly, fought off four 
set points and closed out a 7-5, 6- 
2 victory to reach the third round. 

The match ended moments be- 
fore heavy rain hailed play on out- 
side courts and led to the roof 
being closed in the stadium. 

In one stretch after trailing 2-5 
in the first set, Graf won nine 
straight games as she skirted the 
upsets that have so far claimed fei- 
low German and defending men’s 
champion Boris Becker, Jennifer 
Capriati and several other seeded 
players. 

‘T started pretty slow and she 
started off hitting incredible 
shots,” Graf said. *T needed some 
time to focus. 1 needed a while to 
find my rhythm and she didn’t 
give me a lol of - rallies in the be- 
ginning to get into the match. 

’T was very quiet out there 
(cariv in the match). I reeded 


something to push myself, not re- 
ally wake up, but to get a bit more 
on my toes and alert.” 

What did the trick for her was a 
line call she didn't like. Graf sud- 
denly was alert and loud when she 
argued with the umpire about a 
forehand that was called wide. 
Graf complained for a few mo- 
ments, and complained again even 
after she broke the Latvian 
player's serve to take a 6-5 lead. 

Graf has been able to win im- 
pressively over the past year, tak- 
ing all three Grand Slam events 
she entered, despite the personal 
trauma of seeing her father impris- 
oned and on trial for tax evasion 
over the handling of $26.5 million 
of her earnings. 

Hours before she took the 
court, prosecutors sought a prison' 
term of six years and nine months 
for Peter Graf. 

Graf, 58, masterminded a “web 
of lies planned over a long time” 
to dupe tax authorities, chief 
prosecutor Hubert Jobski said in 
his summing-up before the 
Mannheim state court Final de- 
fense arguments were due to start 
Friday. The verdict is expected 
Jan. 24. 

Steffi Graf looked somber as 
she spoke about her father's trial 
and the pressure of playing the 
U S. Open when the trial began on 
Sept. 5 and this tournament when 
a verdict is coming down. She 
said she won't leave the Austra- 
lian Open to be with him when 
that happens. (apj 




WINCHESTER, United Kingdom: Former Liverpool goalkeeper, 
Zimbabwean Bruce Grobbelaar arrives at Winchester Crown 
Court accompanied by his wife where he faces a charge of 
match-fixing along with john Fashanu, Hans Segers and 
Malaysian businessman Heng Suan Lim. All four deny (he 
charges. 

(ATP PHOTO ) 
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Understanding Kung Fu 
as Described by a Master 

Skiiis of Kung Fu 

Standing Positions in Kung Fu 
Method of Saluting and Respecting 

Salutation is one of the signs 

of human relations. The mar- aww' T \ §Jj|JG 

rial arts enjoy a special HHfflLgNifc. t ' - 
method of greeting and show- -I I ’ 'fig 

ing honor which differ from rx Jag* ^8 

one class to another. The HHK. 1 
trainees always salute their -10%^ 

trainer before and after the Hr 
challenge as a sign of respect, • 

symbol of power but with the 

concept of friendship. So, it i X ' gM? ■ j 

should not be applied for con- & % r. ! 

cealing feelings, anger or Jtfc- ■ \ 

vengeance. Since each style t mJW * 

has its own method for salutation, hence the type and level of 
the trainee's class can be identified through observing the way 
of greeting. The most common way of bowing in Far East is of- 
fered below. 

Main Standing Positions 

The legs should be parallel and a little bit apart. The fists 
should be kept beside the legs and a little at the front of body. 
Only the head and trunk should be leant forward about 30 de- 
grees and the hands and legs should be moved simultaneously 
and then turned to the first position. 
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Standing Position (on Horseback) in Kang Fu 

This position of standing is the main and most common one 
in kung fu and needs high skills. Since this position of standing 
is similar to the horseback riding position, it has been titled 
‘On Horseback' position. 

The legs in this position arc parallel, apart and inclined at 
the size of shoulders' width. The knees are bent, trunk is 
straight and the fists are beside the legs. Almost all the main 
skills are practiced in this position in which you are seemed to 
be in front of your rival although you can defend or blow from 
the sides. Although the body is immovable and inclined when 
you practice the skills in *On Horseback' position, but in real 
movements you can punch to the sides with a 90-dcgrce rota- 
tion. 

Standing Position (Main on Horseback) 

In this position, you may move your body and head in any 
direction you wish. You should step with your hind leg without 
changing your position of your legs. And it is time for feet to 
become apart at the size of shoulders' width once again. Turn 
your body and buttocks in a way to take *On Horseback’ posi- 
tion. Now the body should be at the opposite direction of the 
beginning position. Do not bow when performing these four 
movements, and keep your head in the direction your body 
docs. When you repeal the practices, you can add at the end a 
blow to the sides through rotating your bullock. 
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President 
Holds Iftar 
Reception 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Majlis Speaker Ho- 
jjatoleslam Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri 
along with a group of Majlis repre- 
sentatives and members of the 
Cabinet participated in an Ifiar (fast 
breaking) reception hosted by 
President Akbar Hashetni Rafcan- 
jani 

According to a fax received 
from the Presidential Office, the 
guests attended the evening prayer 
led by the president. 

Some of the Majlis representatives 
separately conferred with President 
Rafsanjani an the issues related to their 
constituencies. 



Opposition Report 
Fightins in Eastern Sudan 


ASMARA — Oppositions have 
made further gains in camps and 
areas of eastern Sudan, near the 
Eritrean and Ethiopian borders, a 
spokesman said Wednesday. 

Forces of the Sudanese opposi- 
tion. the National Democratic Al- 
liance (NDA) took control 
Tuesday of Gedamayeeb. north of 
Kassala, close to the Eritrean bor- 
der, said Yassir Said Arman, rep- 
resentative in Eritrea of the 
People's Liberation Army — part 
of the NDA. 

He said fighting was continu- 
ing towards the camp of Koteneb. 
where he said government sol- 
diers. who had taken part in De- 
cember fighting at Hamesh Korcb 
were based. 

A Sudanese Army helicopter 
was shot down at Hamesh Koreb. 

On Tuesday, the spokesman 
said the opposition had made 
gains further south, including the 
strategic campof A] Keli, between 
Kurmuk and Demazin on the bor- 
der with Ethiopia. 

He added that the leader of the 
People's Liberation Army John 
Garang had gone to Kurmuk. in 
the same region, on Tuesday to 
visit opposition forces. 

The Sudanese government or- 
dered a general mobilization Mon- 
day saying that fighting was 
raging between its array and 

Islamists 
Save Ciller 
From Trial 

ANKARA — Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller on \Afednesday nar- 
rowly escaped from a supreme 
court trial on corruption charges 
with the support of her Islamist 
coalition partners, the Anatolia 
news agency said. 

A parliamentary committee, 
which had been set up to investi- 
gate a corruption charges against 
Ciller regarding her personal as- 
sets, turned down a proposal for 
ber trial. 

Anatolia said eight deputies 
from Ciller's conservative True 
Path Party and the pro-Islamic 
Welfare’ ftirty of her coalition 
partner. Prime Minister Necmet- 
tin Erbakan, had voted in her fa- 
vor while seven opposition depu- 
ties had supported ber trial. 

CAFF) 


Ethiopian Army Forces. It also ac- 
cused Addis Ababa of attacking 
the border cities of Kunnuk and of 
Qeissan. 

Ethiopia denied the charge late 
Monday. 

The Sudanese opposition is 
based in Eritrea, which broke off 

diplomatic relations with Khar- 
toum in 1994. 

(AFP) 

Turkish Army 
Kills 27 Kurds 

ANKARA — Turkish troops 
killed 27 separatist Kurds in re- 
cent fighting in the country's trou- 
bled southeast, government 
officials said on Wednesday. 

Twenty-five Kurds from the 
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) 
were killed in a clash near the 
Iraqi border in Simak Province, 
the southeast's regional governor- 
ship said in a statement. 

Another two PKK members 
were killed in another dash with 
troops in Hakkari Province. 

The governorship did not say 
when the clashes took place or if 
there were casualties among the 
security forces. 

More than 23,000 people, in- 
cluding Kurds, members of the se- 
curity forces and civilians, have 
died in violence in the southeast 
since 1984 when the PKK 
launched its armed campaign for a 
kurdish homeland. 

(AFP) 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

FRANCE... 

“Any delay in the applications 
of foe OSCE ... could have serious 
consequences for the future of the 
Federal Yugoslav Republic,” said 
the letter, cited by a Foreign Min- 
istry spokesman. 

“We remain vigilant,” he 
added, commenting on decisions 
by local commissions in Belgrade 
and Serbia's second town of Nis to 
recognize opposition victories in 
those cities. 

“Vfe await the confirmation and 
the concretization of these legal 
decisions, as well as die recogni- 
tion of opposition victories in all 
the cities cited” in the OSCE re- 
port, compiled by former Spanish 
Premier Felipe Gonzalez. 

The report concluded that oppo- 
sition parties had won majorities in 
Belgrade and 13 other major towns 


in November 17 local elections 
which were subsequently annulled. 
(AFP) 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

YAQUB... 

nian officials. 

Yaqub Khan will also discuss 
with the Iranian officials Tehran-Is- 
lamabad cooperation as well as the 
latest developments in Kashmir and 
the region during his 3 -day official 
visit. 

Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Vfe- 
layati also told reporters at the air- 
port that issues of mutual in t ere st 
will be discussed during \hqub 
Khan's visit. 

Velayati stressed that though the 
crisis in Afghanistan relates to the 
Afghan people but since Iran and 
Pakistan as neighbors of Af^uni- 
stan are in a way influenced by the 
developments in that country, they 
are ready to help the Afghan gov- 
ernment and nation to restore peace 
and tranquility to the country. 

He expressed hope that further 
coordination between Iran and 
Pakistan will result in under- 
standings to the interest of the Af- 
ghan nation. 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

SYRIA... 

Lebanese President Elias Hrawi 
expressed fears Wednesday about 
possible negative consequences on 
Lebanon and Syria from the Is- 
ra el i -Palestinian accord on the 
West Bank town of Al-KhaliL . 
“President Hrawi estimated that 
Ibis accord does not necessarily 
mean Israel's return from its nega- 
tive position toward the Middle 
East peace process,” Information 
Minister Bassem Sabefa said after a 
Cabinet session. 

“Israel could use it as a means 
of pressure against Syria and 
Lebanon,” Sabeb quoted Hrawi as 
saying. 

The Muslim militant group 
Hamas Wednesday slammed the 
new Israeli-Pakstinjan accord on 
Al-Khalil, saying it kept Palestin- 
ian residents at Israel’s “mercy” 
and only served to ease interna- 
tional pressure on the Zionist state. 

While “We welcome any true, 
effective liberation of any inch erf 
Palestinian territory, we do not con- 
sider the redeployments in 
general and from Hebron in par- 
ticular ... a liberation upon which 
complete national independence 
could be built,” Hamas said in a 
statement. 

Iran on Wednesday rejected the 
Israeli-Paleslinian accord, saying 
it was an indication of the Palestin- 
ian Authority's weakness. 

“This agreement is a sign of 


passivity on the part of partisans* 
capitulation before Israel,” Tehran 
radio said, referring to the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

The United States has given Is- 
rael leeway in the scope of its mili- 
tary withdrawal from the ftfest 
Bank under the Al-Khalil accord 
initialed on Wednesday, an Israeli 
official said. 

The official, asking not to be 
named, said U.S. Secretary of Stale 
Warren Christopher sent a letter to 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan- 
yahu that gives Israel room to ma- 
neuver over the extent of Israel's 
pullback. 

“The letter gives us some space 
in terms of sites and areas of re- 
sponsibility tint will be transferred 
to the Palestinians. It does give 
Israel a certain flexibility,” he told 
AFP. 

“Israel would define die areas of 
responsibility,” the official said. 
“It’s important because we're going 
to be talking also about final-status 
negotiations,” which are now die 
to start in two months. 

Under the accord on Israel’s 
pullback from most of Al-KhahL, 
the army is also to cany out a 
withdrawal in three phases, starting 
in March, from rural areas in foe 
Wfest Bank. 

The 1995 autonomy accord calls 
for Israeli forces to redeploy to 
“specified military locations,” 
without going into details. 

Most of foe West Bank city of 
Al-Khalil is to be handed over to 
Palestinian rale in foe coming days, 
with foe Israeli Army staying on in 
areas where some 400 Jewish set- 
tlers live. 

But the extent of further pull- 
backs remains to be negotiated and 
is a source of considerable dis- 
agreement. 

The Palestinians aigoe thaf it 
should place up to 90 percent of foe 
West Bank under- their rale, 
whereas Israel puts foe figure at a 
maximum of 50 to 60 percent 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat strode a landmark 
agreement on Al-Khalil pullout. 

The agreement, d inched after 
three months of tough negotia- 
tions, marked the first concrete 
progress in the peace process 
since the right-wing Netanyahu 
came to power in June pledging to 
make Israel’s security (interests) 
as top priority. 

Some 400 militant Jewish set- 
tlers live surrounded by 120,000 
Palestinians in Al-Khalil, where 
U.S.-born Jewish extremist 
Baruch Goldstein massacred 29 

Muslims at a mosque in February 
1994. 

U.S.. mediator Dennis Ross, 
announcing the agreement along- 
side Netanyahu and Arafat follow- 


ing more than two hours of 
late-night talks, said it provided 
for a handover of most of Al- 
Khalil to Palestinian rule in the 
coming days. 

He said it also included letters 
of assurance, called a “note for 
foe record,” concerning further Is- 
raeli withdrawals from West Bade 
rural areas. 

“I am very pleased to an- 
nounce on behalf of the two lead- 
ers that they have reached 
agreement on a protocol on a He- 
bron (Al-Khalil) redeployment 
and on a note for the record on 
non-Hebron issues,” Ross said. 

The exact content of the ktiere 
of assurance was not revealed. 

Other- officials said farther 
withdrawals, required under a 
1995 interim peace accord signed 
fry the previous Labor govern- 
ment, would be carried out in 
three stages between March of this 
year and August 3 L, 1998. 

The deadline is a year later 
than called for in the interim ac- 
cord, marking a victory for Netan- 
yahu, but a year earlier than he 
initially sought. 

Israeli radio said the troop re- 
deployment from Al-Khalil would 
take place overtire next five days. 

The extent of further pullbacks, 
however, remains to be negotiated 
and is a source of considerable 
disagreemerfi, with Palestinians 
claiming it should place up to 90 
percent of the West Bank under 
their rule and Israelis putting the 
figure a! a maximum of 50 to 60 
percent 

Israeli radio said the accord 
calls for the opening of talks on 
the final status of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip within two 
months. 

Under peace accords signed in 
1993, agreement on the final 
status should be readied by May 
1999. 

Palestinians are calling for an 
Israeli withdrawal from all territo- 
ries occupied since 1967 and the 
creation of a Palestinian state with 
EastBait-uI-Moqaddas as its capi- 
tal. 

Israel opposes an independent 
state, rules out a withdrawal from 
East Bait-al-Mo<pddas and in- 
tends to keep under its control a 
large part of the territories, where 
some 140,000 Jewish settlers live. 

Netanyahu and Arafat shook 
hands after Ross made his an- 
nouncement, but neither spoke to 
the press. Ross said each man had 
spoken by telephone with Clinton, 
Jordan's King Hussein and Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak to 
thank them for their roles in bro- 
kering the agreement 

Under foe deal, Israeli troops 
will remain in about 20 percent of 
Al-Khalil and patrol nearby Arab 
quarters jointly with Palestinians 
to protect settlers and Jewish re- 
ligious sites. 

The agreement was initialled 
by the chief negotiants — Dan 
Shomron for Israel and Sad) 
Erakat for the Palestinians — and 
will be formally signed within one 
or two days according to Ross. 

Arafat called a meeting of tire 
Palestinian leadership for 
Wednesday night bat was ex- 
pected to have no trouble gaining 
approval offoe agreement 

(AFP) 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

LEBED... 

ried exit real work. ” 

Meanwhile, Gennady Seleznev, 
the communist speaker of the 
State Duma, the Lower House of 
Parliament, said Yeltsin was prov- 
ing increasingly incapable of exer- 
cising foe huge powers accorded 


to him by foe constitution, and 
Russia was experiencing “a crisis 
of power. ” 

The Duma Council, a grouping 
of senior Parliament deputi e s, 
cited Yeltsin's lengthy absences 
from the Kremlin as grounds fo 
launch impeachment proceedings 
against him Tuesday, and asked 
lawyers to consider a draft resold 
lion to that effect r v ; 

Legal ex per t s for the Rosing • 
Ixwer House of Pariramem gave i 
thumbs down ^fednesdiy.to adriwe £ 
to impeach President Boris Yeltsin ■ 
on grounds of ill health; Interfax , 
news agency reported. 

“The Russian constitution and „ 
current laws do not give the state 
Duma authority to decide on an 
early end to the president's powers . 
in case'of permanent incapacity to *' 
fulfill his duties due to ill health, M 
foe deputy of foe Legal Department * 
said. 

(afp) ■ 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

AFGHAN... 

The Islamabad talks brought to- 
gether delegates from the Taleban 
militia which captured Kabul in . 
September, and those of the coali- 
tion led by the northern warlord 

Abdul Rashid DosUm and Defense 
Minister Ahmed Shah Masood. 

The Taleban vice minister of 
foreign affairs, Sher Mohammed 
Stanakzai, in an interview Monday - 
adopted a fought stand on foe do- - 

numH for demilitarization ofKabul, ■ 

made by the opposition coalition. 

He ruled out a Taleban poll -out 
from Kabul, as well as the setting 
up of a joint police force or ar 
international force. 

Stanakzai said the Talebar ~ 
wanted a negotiated solution to for 
conflict which has plagued for 
country for 20 years, adding that i' - 
none was found, the Taleban wouk ■ 
wipe out its detractors. 

MFW 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

CHINA... 

‘This plot goes against the tren 
of foe times and foe will of th 
Chinese people,” he added, whe 
asked about the Tuesday meeting t 
foe ^fetican. 

The Vatican is one of around 3 
states which continue to hold dip 
lomatic relations with Tupei rathe 
titan Beijing. 

Taiwan split from the Ch fri gs 
mainland in 1949 after a bitter riv ' 
wan While Taipei stiO holds reun 
fication as its ultimate goal. Begin 
has become increasingly fearfr 
that tiie island is moving town 
formal independence from ft 
mainland. 

Beijing refuses to hare diph . 
mafic ties with any country reco . 
wrong Taiwan. 

CAR 

(Contd from Pg_5) 

NEW IMF... 

with the continuation with d 
loan. Wolf said. 

The fond is expecting not on 
a continued i mprovem ent in f 
tax take but the resumption ; , 
structural reforms in inefafit * 
which slowed last year. 

Only a combination of the tv 
would undermine Russia’s thd . 
ing parallel economy. 

According to official figu*L 
output fell by a further six pact 
last year, when experts were e 
peering a ‘ t 

(AFf 
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Greek- Cypriot protester Solomos Solomou seen dimbirig the 
Greek flagpole to lower the Greek flag. 

Cyprus Plays Down Talk 
of Military Accord 


-NICOSIA — Cyprus on Tuesday 
riayed down U.S. talk of an mmn- 
tent breakthrough in a military dia- 
ogtifi to reduce tension along the 
■■ ceasefire line dividing the island's 
ji 3reek and Turkish Cypriot com- 
:[ mini ties. 

' Cypriot government spokesman 

i ! Ytannakis Cassoulides denied the 
t; two sides were an the brink of 
; signing an agreement axe still 

talking about it,” he told Reuters. 

U.S. envoy Carey Cavanaugh 
and Stale Department spokesman 
: ! Nicolas Bums announced in Cy- 
prus and Washington respectively 
■> on Monday that an agreement was 
jolose. 

President (Glafcos) derides has 
reiterated to Mr. Cavanaugh his 
intention to intervene in the mili- 
tary dialogue with our cwn military 
people and see what is happening 
with the dialogue and try to help it 
to advance. Thats all, 11 said Cas- 
: soulides. 

He said derides would meet the 
co mmande r of the Greek Cypriot 
National Guard next week for a 
’ briefing on die military talks which 
* have been held under United Na- 
tions auspices for several months. 

The UN proposals relate to die 
t unloading of live ammunition 
among troops on either side of the 
180-km (1 10-mile) ceasefire line 
j and unmanning sentry posts. It also 
imposes a code of conduct for sol- 
1 f diers to follow. 

Four Grade Cypriots and one 
- TUrkish Cypriot soldier have been 


killed in incidents along the UN- 
patrolled buffer zone since Jime, 
greatly raising tension between die 
two sides. 

Cavanaugh was sent to the is- 
land to defuse a row over Cyprus’s 
decision to purchase Russian anti- 
aircraft missiles and Turkish 
threats of a military strike to stop 
their deployment. 

The U.S. envoy said die military 
dialogue proposals would be a 
boost towards easing tension be- 
tween the two sides. 

“Both sides today gave their 
support to very quick and immedi- 
ate implementation of that pack of 
proposals,” Cavanaugh said on 
Monday evening before leaving for 
Athens for further talks on Cyprus. 

Earlier he said the crisis in Cy- 
prus had been defused because its 
government • had assured him it 
would not faring in any part of the 
missile system for at least 16 
months. 

Tbrkey threatened military lo- 
tion several times last week to stop 
deployment of the S-300 system 
which die Cypriot government says 
is purely defensive. 

Cyprus has been divided since 
1974 when Ibrkey invaded the 
north of the island after a coup in 
Nicosia engineered fay the military 
jimfa then ruling Greece. Itazkey 
has around 30,000 trtfbps m the 
north while the internationally reo- 
ognised Cypriot government, 
which has a military pact with Ath- 
ens, has 11,500 in die south. 

(fedfef* 
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KABUL — The United Nations- 
sponsored talks between the war- 
ring Afghan factions have much 
ground to cover if they are to rec- 
oncile the deep divisions between 
the two sides 

The in the Pakistani capi- 
tal, between three representatives 
Of die purist Tdamit* taluhan and 

three members of die opposition 
alliance, started on Monday. 

The UN Special Representative 
for Afghanistan DrLNorbert Holi, 
described Monday’s session as “the 
first meeting. ..that did not end in 


further looting ofKabul and we will 
not accept such a deal, (he Tile- 
ban's Minister of Information, 
Amir Khan Mutaqi, said.. • 

Kabul is heavily militarizBd. 
Tanks frequently rumble through 
the city’s shattered streets and 
small groups of heavily-armed 
Taleban fighters race round the city 
in battered Japanese pick-up 
trucks. 

The idea of a neutral security 
force for Afghanistan is one that 
has featured prominently in most of 
die abortive peace plans that have 


He did not say if any agreement 
had been reached in the taWnt, only 
that there bad been a free flow of 
ideas. 

Although both skies in the Af- 
ghan conflict agree in principle that 
the only route to peace is forough 
negotiations and not force of arms, 
their would, on die sur- 

face, seem Co be irreconcilable. 

The Taleban demand that a 
ceasefire be established and an ex- 
change of prisoners take place be- 
fore aigr further discussions on the 
future of Afghanistan. 

Although we have had discus- 
sions about a ceasefire and an ex- 
change of prisoners before, these 
have not taken place. These should 
be done before we can discuss other 
problems, said the Talehan’s Acting 
Deputy Foreign Minister, Sher Ab- 
bas Stanakzai, in a recent interview 
with Renters. 

There were reports on Monday 
that the opposition alliance 
launched a major offensive against 
the Taleban in the remote notfawest- 
em province of Badghis, bid the 
oidcome of the reported offensive 
was unclean 

The opposition has demanded 
that Kabul, which fell to the Tale- 
ban in late September last year, be 
demilitarized and handed over to a 
neutral security force. 

The Thkban have rejected the 
proposal, saying that Katxil is al- 
ready demilitarized, and that to in- 
vite armed men i nto the ca p i t al 
would be a recipe for further fee- • 
tsonal fighting in foe city. 

TbedeanlitarizatkmofKjfoul is 
an irrational issue because Kabul is 
already controlled by police. Ifany- 
one insists on this matter they ward 


Bid it’s an idea that mystifies 
most Afghan-watehers. 

After almost five years of war; 

ttrrg rrwtntr y bi pnlamw t anti hmfea. 

“Where are they going to find these 
neutral people and how are they 
going to pay them?” asked one, 
who prefe rr ed not to be named. 

Previous attempts by the United 
Nations to broker peace in Af- 
ghanistan have a k M in future, hi 
1995, Hall's predecessor said he 
had m a gre e m ent from then-presi- 
dent Burhajmddm ThHui to step 
down in fevor of an interim admini- 
stration df technocrats. 

The deal foundered when foe 
Thleban refused to take part and 
Rabbani said any process that did 
not involve them was worse foan no 
deal at alL 

Many foreign analysts in Kabul 
believe that foe factions are only 
partic i p atin g in the talks to atall for 
time while they prepare for a re- 
sumption of xmlrtxry operations. 


TOKYO — The star trader who 
caused the $1.1 billion Daiwa Bank 
bond trading scandal has written a 
memoir in prisop accusing his for- 
mer employer of working hard to 
hide the crime from U-S. prosecu- 
1 tors. 

Id “The Confession,” sample 
copies of which were released yes- 
terday, Trehih Ida dainwAat' 

officials from Daiwa Bank and Ja- 
pan’s Finance Ministry secretly 
met at least four times in Tbkyo 
soon after he confessed to his boss 
in July 1995 about his unauthorized 
U.S. i bond trading over a 12-year 
period. 

Iguchi also alleges foat Daiwa 
executives discussed the possibility - 
of transferring part of their $1.1 
billion losses to a paper comp an y 
in the Cayman Islands folride them. 

“Everyone agrees that if this 
becomes a problem in America, we 
will be in big trouble,” Iguchi 
quoted an executive as saying be- 
fore the scandal became public in 
New York, where Darwfs U.S. op- 
eration was based. 

Officials at Daiwa Bank and the 
Finance Ministry refused to com- 
ment on the book or its allegations 
yesterday 

The memoir will be sold in Ja- 
pan later this month, its major 
Japanese publisher, Bungei 
Shunju, said at a news conference 
yesterday, during which it released 
the sanqrie copies. • 

In December; a US. district 
court sentenced Iguchi, who 
plead ed guilty to fraud, to four 
years in prison. He also .must pay a 
$2 million fine and $7D,OOOm res- 
titution. 


“I thought that it would be my 
social responsibility to reveal foe 
troth about foe case, which left a 
huge stain in foe Japanese financial 
history, and derided to write a book 
in my jail cell,” Iguchi said in a 
handwritten statement released by 
the publisber 

Dahw Bank pleaded guilty in 
February to cons p i ri ng to hrip hide 
fgnefai's losses and agreed to pay 
$340 [million in fines, ft was forced 
to close down its US. operation. 

TVro other Daiwa employees 
charged .with smaller : roles in die 
scandal also described aconspiracy 
involving foe highest - cch elODa of 
Daiwa management during (heir 
court testimony. 

. About 10 dtps after Iguchfs 
confession, Daiw* executives held 
tiie first mggtfng jnlafte July 1995 

at ftrir T awn hi Ma nl i aW a n ln 

discuss how to cover up foe loss, 
Iguchi write. . 

He was instructed b leep quiet 
for several months whOe the batik 
considered cover-up measures, 
Iguchi alleges. 

‘Twas foocked,” Iguchi says in 
timmemni: “Ithoughllwoiildbe 
fired witiiin weeks. Imagining do- 
ing tins for four more months, I left 
horrified.” 

He said a lack of risk control at 
the bode, and dack supervision fay 
Japanese and U.S. financial 
authorities, allowed him to con- 
tmoe his wrongdoing for more titan 
a decade. - 

1 Healsofeulted slack efforts fay ' 
US. federal authorities to investi- 
gate Dahwfo Ameacm operation 
in 1992 and 1993. rim 


BEIJING — China launched apre- 
emptive strike yesterday against 
US. Secretary of State-designate 
Madeleine Albright, warning her 
of the dangers of pressu ri zing Bei- 
jing over human rights. 

Labelling Albright an “opinion- 
ated woman,” an editorial in the 
official China Daily criticized re- 
marks she nude on China during 
her appearance before the U.S. 
Senate Foreign Rela ti ons Commit- 
tee earlier this month. 

While fiatiy rejecting any policy 
that might isolate China, Albright 
bad stressed that Beijing's anger at 


US. human rights criticism should, 
not deter Wuhington fiompressing 
demands for an end to repression. '. 

She also indicated that Wfashing- 
ton would be wining to co-sponsor 
a resolution criticizing China’s hu- 
man rights record at the UN Hu- 
man Rights Commission in Genera 
in March. 

Noting that the “smog calcula- 
tions” of foe United States hadbeea 
upset in its six prevkxig, feOed at- 
tempts to table such a resolution, 
the China Dooly said Aibrighfr: 
threat directly contradicted Pitre- 

dent Bill Clinton’s policy of “con- 


Yeltsin, in Hospital, Presses for Belarus Merger 


MOSCOW — Boris Yeltsin, con- 
' fined to hospital with pneumonia, 
appears to have won backing from 
. conservative legislators for his pro- 
posal to press on with a plan to 
merge with Belarus on the coun- 
try’s western border. 

'Yeltsin’s Press ^secretary Sergei 
' Yastrzhembsky told r eporters on 
Monday that the president was in 
;; stable condition five days after en- 
. Bering the elite Central Clinical 
Hospital. 

He said doctors examining the 
president found his temperature 
i .md other indicators in foe normal 
range but gave no indication when 
^ m would be released. A convales- 
xnce period of two to three weeks 
. s expected. 

? - Ykstrzhembsky’s announcement 
? hat Yeltsin had sent a letter to 
Selanissian President Alexander 
Lukashenko asking both sides to 
xmsider a referen du m on fester in- 
jegration amounted to a diplomatic 
offensive against NATO’s eastward 


expansion. 

L ukashe nk o , an ardent advocate 
of a merger, expressed delight He 
has complained that an accord 
signed last April proclaiming a 
community between the neighbors 
has made little headway. 

“1 am very happy that the Rus- 
sian president has reacted in tins 
way, "Lukashenko told reporters in 
foe Belarussian capital Minsk. 
“This is chit baby, mine and the 
Russian president's. And I think we 
should promote this process, and 
implement it,” be said. 

Aman TUeyev, communist min- 
ister in fevor of ties with former . 
Soviet republics, praised the initia- 
tive on independent NTV television 
as “co m mon sense.. .foe only real 
step to counter NATO is die one 
undertaken fay (Yeltsin).” . 

Viktor Ilyukhin, a p ro min ent 
mmnn inirt in the Russian Bariia- 
ment, said die move was logical to 
boost "Yid ton’s popularity after be- 


ing out of foe public eye for most 
of the ax months since his re-elec- 
tion last Joly. 

“Apparently Boris Niko- 
- Jaycvkh is resorting to this unbeat- 
able card that he played at the 
beginning of the election cam- 
paign,” he said. “Wfe most tafcy 
into account what foe Wfest says but 
also look after our own interests.” 

Yeltsin used integration with 
former Wbviet republics as a suc- 
cessful campaign theme last year; 
signing die c ommuni t y pact with 
Lukashenko ami d pomp in the 
Kremlin. 

The pact has since made little 
concrete progress, not least be- 
cause foe performance of Belarus's 
economy under Lukashenko's re- 
luctant approach lags far behind 
Russia. 

Yfctem’s treatment for pneumo- 
nia less than two mnwriw a fter by- 
pass surgery hinders his foreign 
policy strategy a priority in politics 
ahead of NATO’s expansion east- 


ward. 

Leafing candidates tv etibuge- 
meat this year are Poland, foe 
Czech republic and Hungary. Mos- 
cow says such moves t hreate n its 
security and is considering ite re- 


Lukasheako’s authoritarian rate 
has been repeatedly critkaaedmfoe 
West, particularly his staging of a 
referendum last November; which 
‘.secured overwhelming approval for 
expanding his own powers. 

He opened a session ofBehrus’s 
new upper house of Futiameot on 
Monday as the Council of Europe, 
the pan-European body ncnitodiy 
democratic progress and hman 
rights, suspended Belarus’s special 
guest status. 

Belarus’s liberal and nationalist 
minority opposition critiribed Tfctt- 
sin’s proposal as a further step to- 
wards eliminating Belarussian 
statehood, at best shaky after cen- 
turies of drwiinariri fay tsarist and 


communist Russia. 

The people who have come to 
power make no attempt lo preserve 
cm republic’s statehood, Gennady 
Karpenko; deputy c hairman of tire 
rump Parliament declared di»- 
sQh’xt fay lukashenko, told Rus- 
sian television. ■ 

.. -flfauteri 


stxnctiue engagement” with CbmaT 

-“If the; United States is really 
serious about improving: its ties ' 
with China, it should respect-China 
first, should not interfere mChina’s 
internal affeire, and should fed™ * 
fair-minded attitude towards 
China’s human rights p rogr e s s, ” 
-foe editorial said. 

Any attengrt to sponsor areso- 
hition in Geneva could only impair 
foe progess made in $ino-U.S. ties 
since (^.presidential meeting be- 
tween Clinton and Jhmg Zearin in 
Manila in Novembei; it added. 

U.S. Vice-President Ai Gore fe : 
expected to visit China , in late 
March or early April, paving the. 
way for an e x ch a n ge of state visas. 

“China will newer allow j itself to 
be presen te d to accept ofoenf yair 
ues or give up its choice of aocU 
system,” fop cfendd said. 

The watchdog accused Clmtori 
of drugging because of a- feeling in 
Washington that pressuring Qma 
on human rights wasted valuable 
leverage and damaged RS. eco- 
nomic and secuqteiittereste^iMro - 


IRAN'S ORIGINAL HOUSE OF 
AUTHENTIC JAPANESE CUISINE 

... TEPPAN YAM 
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30 Shaiud Kodami (Bijari SL) 
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^cmny J^eft frantic (Wfaen Tied c Drwes Off 

HONG KONG ~A Neva Zealand nanny wax left franticin a Hang 
Kong street after a cab driver drove off with her six-month-old 
«* the back, reports said Wednesday. 

The 28 year-old nanny s who identified herself ’ only as Nick, 
Awrf JMJf alighted from the taxi Tuesday and was about to 
retrieve the child when the automatic door was shut and the 
car drove off, die south China Morning Post said. 

The tax t driver then travelled around Hong Kong island for 
some time, oblivious to his sleeping cargo, before kis next 
Passenger found the baby. 

(AFP) 
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villager claimed he had already married the scion of the Ne- 
hru-Gandfn political' dynasty. 

Gandhi, 26, who boasts an impeccable pedigree with three 

former prime ministers in her father, grandmother and great- 
grandfather, was scheduled to appear in a New Delhi court 


IUABY 16, 1997 


Ramkrishna Gawd in 1991. I,n ' njiu 

The 41-year-old Gawd, a villager from southern India, who, 
was jazled for jive months in 1982 for molesting a doctor had 
made similar claims before. * (AFP) 
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Stones and Furniture Fly as Seoul HI 
by Worst Clashes of Labor Conflict 
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CAIRO, tgypt dan. 14): Egyptian rescuers drag bodies out of the bus that crashed in the Nile River in 
irio'tori^f M WWe rcp ° rted kUU and 28 injured when ** bus P»*ed with people plunged 


Oil Spill Spreads Further as Moscow 
Makes Apology 


(AFP PHOTO) 


SEOUL — Thousands of striking 
workers fought running battles with 
riot police here Wednesday, even 
dropping furniture from office 
blocks on their opponents, in South 
Korea’s worst violence in a decade. 

The clashes, sparked by angry 
protests against a new labor law, 
saw demonstrators battling police 
in running street battles in down- 
town Seoul and violence also 
erupted elsewhere in the country. 

In Seoul, police fired volleys of 
teargas shells from vehicle- 
mounted launchers when 30,000 
demonstrators, spearheaded by ac- 
tivists wielding steel pipes, tried to 
break through a wall of riot police. 

Near Parliament another 20,000 

office workers and others marched 
around the ruling party headquar- 
ters. Some pelted the building with 
eggs. 

In die southern city of Chonju, 
thousands of workers burned an ef- 
figy of President Kim Young-Sam 


and fought riot police with rocks choked with tear-gas and smoke 
and clubs, trying to march toward a from fires lit by the protestors. 

n flinty narfv hnilrllnn Ivhv>'«J»I L.. 


ruling party budding barricaded by 
• trucks, reports said. 

Wednesday’s clashes were the 
most violent and widespread ring* 
1987, residents said, when tens of 
thousands of people rose up a gwfmrf 
former President Chun Doo-Hwan, 
now jailed for corruption and mu- 
tiny. 

By disk, running clashes had 
spread to three main streets in 
Seoul’s central business area, with 
a three kilometer (1J2 square mile) 
stretch of Chong-No Boulevard 


Riot troops, shocked by the 
strength of protests, fired repeated 
volleys of gas at point-blank range 
into groups of spectators. Young 
pedestrians joined the protests, 
hading rocks. 

City blodcs rang with the crack- 
ing sound of teargas shells and the 
clangs of rocks and bars boundtg 
off police shields, as the fi ghting 
trapped rush-hour commuters, 
buses and care in clouds of teargas. 


Protests, Strikes in Bulgaria 
as Police Brace for Trouble 


MDCUNI, Japan — A massive oil 
spill from a Russian tanker spread 
menacingly along the Japanese 
coast on Wednesday as Moscow’s 
ambassador apologized for the dev- 
astation. 

The spill washed up in Suzu and 
Wajima in the northwest of the 
Noto Peninsula and was expected to 
go further north, the maritime 
agency reported 

"We cannot predict when this 
disaster will stop, but we can say 
that the damage will expand as the 
oil spill has kept spreading," an 
agency official said 

Japan Broadcasting Corp. 
(NHK), quoting government offi- 
cials, said the size of the spill could 
reach 4,900 tons, above an earlier 

Major Comfortably 
Wins Latest 
Parliamentary Test 

LONDON — British Prime Minis- 
ter John Major comfortably won the 
* first important vote in Parliament 
since he lost his overall majority 
last month. 

In a late-night Tuesday vote on 
the finance bill implementing the 
1997/1998 budget, the government 
defeated a hostile amendment pul 
down by the main opposition La- 
bour Party by 322 votes to 287. 

The outcome of the vote had 
nevcf been seriously in doubt, but 
the margin of victory will be a boost 
to Major, who wants to delay Brit- 
ain’s general election until May to 
give more time for (he strong econ- 
omy to revive his Conservative 
Party’s fortunes. 

1 am prepared to play it long, 
yes. Of course lam prepared to play 
it long, he told reporters earlier in 
Lahore, Pakistan, who asked him 
about the timing of the election 
(Reuter) 


estimate of 3,700 tons. 

The huge spill from a Russian 

tanker which sank in a storm in the 

Sea of Japan on January 2 has pol- 
luted a luge length of the Sea of 
Japan coast in central and western 
Japan 

The 13,000-ton Nakhodka, 
bound for Russia's Far East with 
1 7, 100 tons of fuel oil, broke in two 
about 150 kilometers (93 miles) off 
Oki Island The bow of the vessel 
went adrift and grounded on rocks 
some 200 meters (yards) off the 
coast near Mikuni. 

Russia’s ambassador to Tokyo 
apologized for the huge oil spill that 
has devastated a length of Japan’s 
coast 
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Opposition Vows No Letup in Campaign 
fo Restore Election Victories 


BELGRADE — Hie Serbian gov- 
ernment braced for fresh protests 
Wednesday as opponents of Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic vowed to 
continue street demonstrations un- 
til their municipal election victories 
in 14 towns are recognized 

Local commissions in Belgrade 
and Serbia’s second town of Nis 
announced Tuesday that the oppo- 
sition victories in those cities would 
be recognized 

Milosevic's ruling Socialist 
Party (SPS) has 48 hours to appeal 
the decisions and local media 
speculated that it would do so. 

But opposition leader Vuk 
Draskovic said "We win continue 
with our peaceful demonstrations 


until Milosevic and his reghne rein- 
state all the election results.” 

Hundreds of thousands of Serbi- 
ans have taken to the streets daily 
since the November 17 elections to 
force Milosevic to recognize - the 
opposition Together Coalition’s 
electoral triumphs in 14 towns and 
cities. 

The latest concessions brought 
to seven the number of cities where 
opposition victories have been rein- 
stated after the government origi- 
nally annulled the results. 

Hie United States appeared 
sceptical of Milosevic's undertak- 
ing to recognize the results in the 
two key cities. 

(AFP) 


SOFIA — Strike action began 
Wednesday across Bulgaria as po- 
lice in the capital braced for more 
street protests to [ness the govern- 
ment into holding early elections 
this spring. 

1 Encouraged by the popular sup- 
port its daily demonstrations have 
drawn over the past 12 days, the 
opposition said it was not prepared 
to ease Its stance despite the an- 
nouncement by the ruling Socialist 
Party on Tuesday that it was ready 
to hold elections "before the end of 
the year." 

"Demonstrations in public 
places will continue as long as the 
BSP (Bulgarian Socialist Party) 
does not accept early elections in 
May," Ivan Rostov, president of 
the main opposition party United 
Democratic Forces (UDF), told 


AFP. 

Riot police took up positions 
outside the Bulgarian Pa rliament 
as deputies bdd a regular session 
boycotted by the opposition in its 
drive tofbrce the theBSP, made up 
of former communists, from 
power. 

Taxi drivers parked their vehi- 
cles in front of the braiding, sound- 
ing their horns in protest, while 
several hundred demonstrators 
huried insults & Socialist deputies 
as they left the budding. 

Officers equipped with trun- 
cheons and shields were control- 
ling access to the birikfing, where 
fierce clashes between police and 
protestors last weekend left 258 
people injured, according to the 
opposition. 

(AFT) 
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Blizzards Kill 34 in Northwest Chin a 






BEUING — The death toll from 
violent snow storms in northwest 
China increased on Wednesday to 
at least 34 with 30,000 people said 
to be facing starvation. 

The Ministry of Civil Affairs 
also said nearly 100,000 livestock 
had already perished. 

Since snow storms started bat- 
tering the autonomous region of 
Xirgiang in late December, 34 peo- 
ple have been confirmed dead, four 
are missing and 18 severely in- 
jured, a ministry statement said. 

It warned that worse weather 
was to come. "Meteorologists are 
forecasting more blizzards and the 


situation could well worsen in the 
near future," the statement said.. 
Among those kOled, 30 died in 


the heavy snowfall in the prefec- 
tures of AJtay, Yfli and Bayin- 
golcng. 

In mountainous AJtay, an esti- 
mated 10,000 herdsmen have been 
cut off by heavy snowdrifts, to- 
©rther with 980 mineral prospec- 
tors and a team of 25 geologists. 

The official Xinhua News . 
Agency described the situation in . 
Xinjiang as "critical," with 30,000 
people “starving* in Altay prefec- 
ture. (AFT) , 


Kl T! t ^ ,4,: Kuwai,i MP Fa * lat * al-Khannah (U speaks to MP Ahmed durim. 
l h lnl session in Kuwait City Tile Parliament met to discuss the security sihSion 2 

, t rov ers ia I measure taken by Kuwaiti Oil Minister to refer to the public prosecution chairman ( 


(AFP PHOTO)] 


Mortar Shelling Kills Three, 
Cycle-Bomb Explodes in Kashmir 

SR^AGAR, India - Indian sol- In the state capital of Srinagar 

k^^w^ Sh ^ USInl « h0USCS ^ PC°Pk: were critically injura - 

day Wednesday when a bomb eiqikxia 

were iniiucri in 9 Wort - .i/ 0 * 32 3 “osque m a downtown res 

were injured m a blast m the state ■ - - ■ ... 

summer capital, police said. demri dmbmt, pohee sauL - , 

Officials said soldiers opened ?*“ ” , . tayde 

■«"* 

of Sangam wtafSSSiS S " ard and two civUiim MusBr ’ 

refused to surrender and fired back women - 

with auto mati c weapons. **° ^ none of Kashmir’s tw; 

Three separatists were killed do2ttn 8 uerrfl,a organisations hsv : ’ 
and two houses destroyed in (he claimed responsibility for Wedne . 

shelling, they said. day’s explosion. 
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European Investors Wary GreonsrChina, A 



Ahead of V. S. Data 


. ^LONDON — London and Paris 
. ^hares poshed their way to new 
t fading highs on Tuesday but most 
^European investors were waiy 
■head or cmciaJ U.S. economic 
data. 

Bourses took their early lead 
uom another record close on Wall 
Street and calmer Asian Markets, 
uthough the main focus was on 
die U.S. Inflation data for Decem- 
ber. 

U.S. Bonds fell overnight as in- 
vestors braced for news on the 
strength of the U.S. Economy, 
rhat spilled over into Europe 
vbere German and British gov- 
ernment bonds drifted lower. 

On foreign exchange markets, 
he dollar edged lower within a 
'■> lanow range below 139 marks 
md held around 11630 yen as 
raders awaited the U.S. Consumer 
Price Inflation (CPI) and retail 
rales figures due at 13:30 GMT. 

Unless the CPI and retail sales 
data is well above -expectations, 
-it’s hard to see the dollar breaking 
its current ranges in the short 
term, one German Bank dealer 
said. 

Comments by U.S. Federal Re- 
serve Chairman Alan Greenspan 
lit Belgium appeared to have no 
immediate impact on the markets. 

Greenspan, who caused turmoil 
late last year by warning about ir- 
rational exuberance in financial 
markets, urged central banks on 


VALLETTA, Malta — Malta’s 
new Labour government wants the 
private sector to power the 
economy but is determined to get 
tough on tax evasion and will 
introduce . new taxes to offset a 
larger-than-expected government 
deficit 

Finance Minister Lino Spiteri, 
presenting the government’s fust 
budget on Monday night prom- 
ised increased penalties and addi- 
tional random audits of 
individuals and firms to deter tax 
evasion. 

. The government wanted to in- 
stil a culture 6f fiscal morality 
where everyone paid due taxes, he 
said. 

Income tax would remain un- 
changed. he told parliament, but 
the government would increase a 
range of other levies. 

The new taxes have been drawn 
up in a way not to harm industry 
and the economy. This govern- 
ment wants the private sector to be 
the motor of the economy, Spiteri 
told reporters. 

The Labour government, 
elected on October 26, inherited a 
deficit of 112 million pounds 
($309 million). He said this was 
three times the figure projected by 
the former nationalist government 
a year ago. 

The deficit amounted to 9.3 
percent of GDP, with ordinary 
revenue totalling 446.1 million 
pounds compared with a projected 
515.4 million pounds. 

Most of the shortfall was in 
value added tax and income tax, 
where projections had been opti- 
mistic, the minister said. 

Recurrent expenditure rose by 
23.Z million pounds more than 
planned to reach 475.4 million 
pounds, while capital expenditure 
dropped by 16 million pounds. 


Ttiesday not to take risks with in- 
flation. 

In the long ran inflation is es- 
sentially a monetary phenomenon, 
he said in a speech at the Catholic 
University of Leuven in Belgium. 

After Monday’s string of record 
closes among European bourses, 
several markets paused for breath. 

But London and Paris remained 
buoyant around Monday’s record 
levels and both the Stockholm and 
Helsinki Bourses set new highs. 
Frankfurt, in contrast, slipped a 
few points. 

In London, the FTSE 100 index 
hit record highs above 4,128 
points after rising half a percent in 
morning trade. 

Led by surging bank and super- 
market stocks, the FTSE 100 de- 
fied some market expectations that 
it would consolidate. Other traders 
said the FTSE could rally further 
with investment funds flush with 
cash and the Dow’s run showing 
no sign of stumbling. 

"I think the market could still 
have a bit of life in it," said one 
senior dealer. "We have been lag- 
ging behind Wall Street and the 
next rise in UJC Rates is probably 
discounted.” 

Among supermarket stocks 
TESCO was 12p at 366 and J. 
Sainsbury up 10. 5p at 401. 
Among banks Lloyds TSB was up 
9p at 467 and Abbey National up 
15 at 788-l/2p. 


In Paris the Blue Chip CAC-40 
index surpassed Monday’s in- 
traday record by a fraction of a 
point, hitting 2371.94 before eas- 
ing. 

Rises on Rfaone-Potdeoc and 
TOTAL helped push the CAC in- 
dex higher at midsession but trad- 
ers said the market remained 
prudent ahead of the U.S. indica- 
tors. 

Total benefited from a recom- 
mendation by Painewebber, likely 
to prompt U.S. buying, while ex- 
pected profit growth of 20-25 per- 
cent for rhone sparked interest. 

German shares traded a few 
points lower during the morning, 
rangebound ahead of the U.S. 
Data 

Lufthansa fell 80 pfennigs to 
21.05 marks but was well off its 
lows after news .that its shares 
were to be made non-freely trans- 
ferable and worries about a posa- 
ble capital increase. 

Pharmaceuticals compmry 
Hoecbst weakened 23 pfennig s to 
70.17 marks after the U.S.< Food 
and Drugs authority* proposed 
withdrawing approval for its 
Seldane allergy drag. Gold was 
fixed at 35730 against 359.60 
previously, with tire bunion mar- 
ket confosed and nervous after 
news that the Dutch Central Bank 
had sold some of its gold reserves. 
Silver was indicated two cents 
lower at 4.70. 


Spiten announced no new capi- 
tal projects, but said projects un- 
derway would be sustained so that 
the rhythm of4he economy would 
not be banned. 

Taxes introduced in the budget, 
ranging from higher car licence 
foes and petrol prices to a new tax 
on foreign travel, would contrib- 
ute some 12 million pounds to 
government revenue. 

Spiteri said, however, the 
strongest effort for a reduction of 
the deficit would be made through 
more efficient tax collection and 
more responsible government 
spending, with a reduction in 
waste and insistence on value for 
money. 

The government, he said, 
would stick to its electoral prom- 
ise to remove value added tax 
(vat), but the system was being re- 
tained for a short time pending the 
publication of a White Paper for 
wide discussion of government 


. Spiteri smd (vat) would be re* 
placed by a new system of indirect 
taxation later in the year. Care 
would be taken to ensure the new 
system did not affect essential 
items. Imports from the European 
Union would continue to be taxed 
at 15 percent, as at present, so as 
not to jolt the economy. 

The minister did not give de- 
tails on estimated tax evasion but 
said the govenunem: was consider- 
ing setting a fiscal authority to 
coordinate government sectors 
which collect revenue. The 
authority would also fight the 
black economy and promote fiscal 
morality. 

As a first step a commission for 
fiscal morality was being formed 
to educate people on the need to 
pay their taxes. 

While we seek to instil this new 
culture, the government will step 
up its direct efforts at fighting lax 
evasion, the minister sred. 


(RnO+r) 


New IMF Mission 
Arrives in Moscow 


MOSCOW - A new mission from 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) is in Moscow to analyze the 
performance of the parlous 
Russian economy, with the 
continued release of a $10 billion 
loan at stake. 

IMF representative in Moscow 
Tom Wolf said the team would 
begin talks Wednesday with Rus- 
sian officials and stay here until 
January 24 or 25. 

IMF headquarters would then 
be advised whether to unfreeze 
three monthly installments of the 
loan and amounting to just over 
one billion dollars. 


Two 340 miHion-dollar pay- 
ments, for November and Decem- 
ber, were frozen because of the 
problems the russian government 
was having in improving its col- 
lecting. A decision on the January 
installment has yet to be taken. 

Wolf said tlrat even if the mis- 
sion gave a positive report, the 
recommendation would only be 
for the release of one of the in- 
stallments for the time bong. 

The IMF team would also be 
negotiating with the Russian 
authorities on its main economic 
targets for 1997 in connection 
(ContdonPg.14) 


World Growth Into 2 1st Century 


SINGAPORE — Asia will 
dominate world economic growth 
in 1997 with greater China and 
Southeast Asia leading the way 
into the 21st century. Economist 
Intelligence Unit (EIU) analysts 
said Wednesday. 

Despite an economic slowdown 
in some key economies. China, 
Taiwan, Hong Kong and the 
seven-member Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (AS- 
EAN) were forecast to collectively 
enjoy robust growth in the me- 
dium te rm 

*Tve got my money on both _. 
greater China (will grow) by just 
under eight percent over the next 
five years, and ASEAN by about 
73 percent,” said Ken Davies, 
senior regional economist for the 
EIU. 

ASEAN includes Brunei, Indo- 
nesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, 
1 Singapore, Thailand and. Vietnam. 

The EIU, part of the London- 
based economist publishing and 
business information group, listed 
China, Vietnam and Malaysia as 
the second, third and fourth fast- 
est-growing economies in 1997 in 
‘its annual world economic out- 
look. 

Iraq topped the list because of 
fcs resumption of oil sales and the 
extremely low base against which 
the new growth is being com- 
pared. 

Ten Asian countries made it. to 
the top 20 list of the EIU, which 
forecast world economic growth 
this year to be unchanged at 2.9 


percent, with the impetus coming 
from developing nations. 

Growth among industrial na- 
tions belonging to the Organiza- 
tion for Economic 'Cooperation 
and Development (OECD) was 
estimated at 2.4 percent 

Asia and Australia exccipt Japan . 
would grow by a relatively moder- 
ate 63 percent in 1997, thp EIU 
said, citing a slowdown in exports 
and efforts to cool (town overheat- 
ing economies with, tighter mone- 
tary policies. 

The so-called Asian. Tigers' — 
Hong Kong, South Korea, Singa- 
pore and Taiwan — have lately 
seen slower growth compared to 
the heady days of doublc-<figit ex- 
pansion but Davies said prospects 
were ‘still reasonably positive’. 
Desorbing the slowdown as 
largely cyclical, Davies told AFP 
that exports would pidc up this 
year amid, added capacity and in- 
creased investment. 

On -the current labor unrest in ~ 
South Korea, Davies said that the 
campaign against controversial 
new labor laws could affect ex- 
ports but if die situation normal- 
izes, the effects would be - 
temporary and the backlog would 
be filled. 

The Philippines, which" has 
backed the slowdown trend in 
Southeast Asia, should see growth 
of around 63 percent by 2000, he 
said. 

“We’re forecasting a gradual 
acceleration in : growth. , going - 


above six percent, which is tre- 
mendous really. Back in the early 
nineties the economy .was de- 
pressed for political.: reasons and 
because of the power cats,” he 
said.- . 

On Mala ysia, he said: “We’re 
-reasonably bullish : ..Wcdon’t re- 
ally think that growth rates arc go- 
ing to foil below eight percent.” 
China has achicvcd.‘a really suc- 
cessful soft landing’ from the dou- 
ble-digit growth rates ft once 
enjoyed, and its economy was 
forecast to expand by 93 percent 
this year. 

“Below 10 percent, nme-torlp 
percent, theycansustain,’ ’Davies 


The EIU report said Latin 
America and thc Canibean woukl 
fore bettor than last year with av- 
erage GDP growth of 3. 6 percent 
in 1997, bat the report described 
tins as ‘slightly disappointing’. 
In the Middle East, Iraq would be 
the exception as other countries 
face economic and fiscal con- 
draiitig. Six Middle East countries 
were listed among the 20 sknvcst- 
growiflgecononucsml997. _ 

- Iraq’s. Gross .Domestic Product 
(GDP) was forecast to grow 30 
percent in 1997, after posting doa- 
ble-digit negative rales from 1991- 
95? 

•'-“The ofi sales and. (be gradual 
reimegrationof Iraqinto thcworld 
economy are going to mean quite : 
a sharp recovety,” -Davies said. 


BA Sees American Deal on 
Track Despite Eiirp How 


LONDON — British Airways 
Chief Executive Robert Ayling 
said on Tuesday be remained 
confident that BA and American 
Airlines could complete the IR 
alliance by the summer despite 
disagreements with European 
regulators. 

The' deal „ "is planned to be 
implemented during (he course of 
the early summer of this year and 
1 see no reason why ft should not 
be possible to achieve that timeta- 
ble," Ayling said in an interview 
on BBC radio news. 

Ou Monday European Commis- 
sion sources said Competition 
Commissioner Karel Van Mieit 
had told Britain the European Un- 
ion executive would not tolerate 
British approval of -the deal if ft 
conflicted with the Commission’s 
own views. 

In a tetter sent to British Trade 
Secretary Ian Lang’s department 
on Friday, Van Mieit said the 
Commission would defend its 
view in the European Court of 
Justice if necessary. 

Asked how be felt about this 
apparent EU challenge to Britain's 
proposals to conditionally approve 
the deal, Ayling said: “I remain 
optimistic that wc can get through 
this and get approval.” 

White Lang’s Department of 
Trade and Industry (DTI) declined 
comment as it had not yc( seen the 
letter and had not yet given its 
own final ruling on (bo deal, Ay- 
ling said it was loo early to say 
that the regulators would end up 
in conflict 

In December Lang 'proposed 
conditio ib for allowing the alli- 
ance to go ahead, including a de- 
mand that the companies release a 
total of 168 weekly runway slots 


at London Heathrow Airport to - 
make room for more competition. 

But according to one EU 
source. Van Mieit said in his tetter, 
that 168 slots would not be 
enough to ensure adequate compe- 
tition — the commission would 
want a figure nearer 300 to 400 
and these slots would have to be 
surrendered, not sold. 

Ayling said he thought the 
Commissioner’s .reported claims 
that the plan would substantially 
restrict competition on all routes 
between Britain and the United 
States were wrongly based. 

Karel. Van Mien’s analysis is. 
based on the assumption that there 
will be no new air services agree- 
ment between Britain and . the 
United States' whereas we, the 
British government and the 
American government have aH 
made ft dear that there bad to be 


although difficult; is something 
thatcanbcrcsohrdwnhoutgoiiig 
to court. But if it has to go to 
court ft would still be possible fire 


Tfe'Biropfean Commission is 
conducting: ite own investigation 
but does not expect to give a rul- 
ing before April, which has 
preuiqited industry speculation that 
a showdown over who has final 
say over foe affiance mtty prove 
unavoidable. 


in E^ypt Charged in 


* Ayling said BA and AMR 
Corp’s had made dear that their 
entire plan was conditional on an 


between Britain and the United 
States. 

In addition, he said, it seemed 
too soon to predict the regulators’ 
final positions. 

I xan’t believe that the Comr 
nrission bos readied afinal con- 
darion yet; re °®*y yesienfety we' 
submitted a 146-page paper «- 
plaining the reasons why tins - 
a g r e em e nt, with an open skies 
treaty, would be extremely com- 
petitive, he said. 

Asked if he feared die threat of 
legal action by Brussels, the BA 
chief whose background is in cor- ' 
porale tew, added;* ‘I think the is- 
sue as to whether Lang or Van 
• Mieit should regulate this matter; 


CAIRO, Egypt — Authorities on 
Tuesday charged 32. banker* and 
their clients, who include four 
members of 1 paxhament, with ' 

^ inn j iif i n . in hflrdri^g t amdail 

involvings 295 m3lion - ; . . 

Egypt’s Prosecutor-General Ra- 
gaa EJ-Azaby El-Aiaby told re- 
porters that tiie 32- had beat 
charged with ‘sdziiig and pur- 
posefully harming public money’. 
Be said officiate re four privatdy- 
: owned banks -Dakahliya, EWfile, 

Suez Panal «vl Tdanwc Fated 
banks -weieaccusedof providing 
clients with loans without proper 
collateral - 

The cta^.bakrerein^ 
chairmen or board membera. - 
.Et-Araby dfid not say bow man 
-of the bankers* clients- havebeen 
charged, but press reporte pat their 
number at 20/ 7 

.' The investigation mthebank- 
-iilg scandalstaitednearfytwo 
years. El-Aiaby did not give a 
dale for \ the. Odd. 

-• T - • . (srj . 
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Denmark’s Queen Celebrates 25 Years as Popular Regent 


! COPENHAGEN - Denmark's 
Queen Margrethe n celeb rales the 
25 th anniversary of her coronation 
on January 15, basking in the huge 
popularity she has earned by 
keeping scandal-free and 
rem ainin g above the political fray. 

It was on a wintiy morning in 
January 1972 that Crown Princess 
Margrethe Alexandrine 
Tborhildur Ingrid was, at age 31, 
declared regent of the oldest mon- 
archy in the world, dating back 
more than a thousand years. 

More than 100,000 Danes 
braved the cold to stand outside 
the Christiansborg Castle to salute 
their new queen, dressed in black 
and with tears in her eyes, as she 
succeeded her father. King 
Frederik IX, who had died the pre- 
vious day. 

A quarter of a century later, the 
56-year old monarch still remains 
enthusiastic about her role. 

"I intend to remain on the 
throne until I falL It is an obliga- 
tion that I will fulfil until die end," 
she said recently. 

Her eldest son, Frederik, 28, 
will thus have his patience tested 
before he can expect to take over 
the reins of an uninterrupted dy- 
nasty which has seen 50 kings and 
two queens, and was founded by 
the Viking chief Harald. 

The queen has no real powers 
under Denmark’s constitution, 
even though she presides over 
some 15 formal cabinet meetings 
each year, signs legislation and of- 
ficially names ministers and beads 
of government. 

Despite her apolitical role as 
head of state. Queen Margrethe is 
keenly interested in politics and 


social problems and expresses her 
opinions skillfully, especially in 
her traditional New Year’s ad- 
dress. 

"She is without doubt the best 
educated monarch in the history of 
the kingdom, and one who has 
known, throughout her 25 years, 
how to be the model of a modern 
queen," Social Democratic Prime 
Minister Poul Nynip Rasmussen 
said recently. 

According to him. The sover- 


signer, translator and decorator), 
all of which earn her respect" 

"The fall of the Berlin Wall in 
1989 and the break-up of the East- 
ern Bloc were the events that most 
marked" the queen during her 25 
years on the throne. 

"Events that were historic. The 
joy that we felt when Eastern 
Europe was liberated remains an- 
chored in our hearts and souls," 
she has said. 

The queen’s popularity has re- 


* 


"She is without doubt the best educated monarch in 
the history of the kingdom , and one who has known, 
throughout her 25 years, how to be the model of a 
modem queen . " 



eign is an essential part of Den- 
mark’s identity, a unifying force 
for the whole kingdom.” 

Danes’ appreciation of their 
queen borders on worship, and at- 
tribute this to die fact that she has 
brought new blood to an ageing 
monarchy, adapting it to the times. 

Her subjects even pardon her 
vices, such as smoking in public 
and the outspokenness she dis- 
played when she slammed Danes 
for their "stupid racism” in a New 
Year’s address. 

"I feel that ! am always sup- 
ported by everyone, not only by 
my family," she said. 

The vast majority of Danes and 
the country’s politicians, except 
for the former communists, are 
fierce supporters of the monarchy 
and its regent, who they say is an 
"Intelligent person, sensitive, and 
of undeniable artistic talent (she is 
a painter, theater costume de- 


mained strong because she has 
managed to remain above the po- 
litical fray, and free of scandal. 

"When I compare what my col- 
leagues abroad are exposed to, 1 
think we live two steps away from 
paradise," the queen said recently, 
referring to the problems which 
have plagued the British royal 
family in recent years. 

The rare mini -scandals of the 
Danish royals have centerecTon 
Crown Prince Frederik’s - and his 
father Prince Henrik’s - speeding 
habits, and the boyhood pranks of 
Frederik arid his brother Joachim 
a dozen years ago when they dis- 
rooted a school party. 


LA GRANDE MOTTE, France (January 13): Belgian balloonist Wim Verstraeten (R) and Swiss psychia- 
trist Bertrand Piccard arrive early January 13 in the port of La. Grande Matte, southern France after 
they ditched at sea and were picked up by a French customs launch. The two men, who had left 
Chateau d’Oex in the Swiss Alps January 12, were hoping to fly around the world in their balloon. 
They were forced to abandon the attempt by a kerosene leak. 

(AFP PHOTO) 

Wanta Great 50th Bash? 
Celebrate With the Queen 

LONDON — Couples at a loss for 
ways to celebrate their 50th wed- 
ding anniversaries could make a 
royal bash of it, according to a 
Reuter report 

Queen Elizabeth and her hus- 
band Prince Philip, who mark their 


India Explores New 
Population Strategies 


Hero’s Widow Faces 
Marriage Hitch 


BLANTYRE ~ Relatives of 
Deputy Health Minister Catherine 
Chipembere, widow of Malawian 
political hero Heiuy Chipembere, 
have blocked her from remarrying 
because she wants to keep her late 
husband's name, a family 
spokesman said recently. 

Catherine was due to many Al- 
ford Marama in an Anglican 
church on Christmas Day, but 
Chipembere’s relatives forced a 
postponement of the wedding, 
said family spokesman Peter 
Rashid. 

Teenage Is 
Vietnam’s First 
Death Sentence 
in 1997 

HANOI — A teenage murderer has 
become the first person to be sen- 
tenced to death in Vietnam in 1997, 
following more than 100 death sen- 
tences last year, press reports said 
Tuesday. 

Phuong Xuan Hoang, 18, was 
sentenced by the Hanoi People’s 
Court an Saturday after being con- 
victed of die murder last February 
of a 19-year-old female student, the 
Thanh Nien newspaper said. 

The girl was killed with a ham- 
mer after coming across Hoang 
during a break-in. The. man was 
caught in Ho Chi Minh City, in the 
south, after a one-month police 
-hunt in a case which was widely 
reported here. 

In 1996 Vietnamese courts sen- 
tenced 113 people to death, an in- 
crease on previous years, after 
more severe guidelines were issued 
on sentencing for murder, drag 
trafficking and coriuption cases. 
_ (AFP) 


"We are not against her new 
marriage but we stopped the wed- 
ding because we want her to stop 
using the name Chipembere;" said 
Rashid. 

"We cannot allow people to ex- 
ploit the dead body of Henry 
Chipembere for personal and po- 
litical benefits." 

Henry Chipembere was one of 
six cabinet ministers who fell out 
with former President Kamuzu 

Banda shortly after independence 
from Britain in 1964. 

He fled into exile and led an 
abortive armed struggle against 
Banda's regime before moving to 
Die United States where he died — 
allegedly poisoned by Banda's 
agents. 

Catherine returned to Malawi 
in 1994 after Banda was ousted in 
elections, and was appointed dep- 
uty minister by President Bakili 
Muluzi. (AFP) 


NEW DELHI, India - India has 
deemed the direct approach to 
population control a failure, but 
policy makers say that coining up 
with new solutions to the complex 
problem has been difficult 

"It’s a question of trying out 
tactics and strategies," said ’j.C. 
Pant who last month retired as 
federal health and family welfare 
secretary. "The results will come 
in a year’s time, or two year’s 
time. If we persist in that direction, 
we will get results." 

Pant was speaking (o a meeting 
in New Delhi of the International 
Board of Directors of the Popula- 
tion Council, a private research 
group that helped persuade the In- 
dian government to move away 
from sterilization as its main 
means of controlling a population 
now at 930 million and increasing 
by about 17 million every year. 

Campaigns that began in India 
in the 1950s set targets for the 
number of men and women who 
underwent sterilization, and even 
encouraged competition between 
"sterilization camps.” 

Bureaucrats under pressure to 
perform resorted to making up sta- 


Hundreds of Gannets Swept 
Away by Cyclone 

through Cook Strait, and foe waves 
went over the top of the nests. The 
adults flew off and the chicks were 
washed into the water,” he said. 


NELSON, New Zealand — Hun- 
dreds of gannet chicks have been 
swept away by Cyclone Drena 
which swept past New Zealand at 
the weekend, killing one person. 

Ornithologists at Farewell Spit, 
asttfe top of the South Island, wit- 
nessed the whipped up tide hit foe 
birds. 

Henk Heinekamp of the ornitho- 
logical society said only five of 126 
nests were left at the colony. 

Tt was very traumatic. It's just 
getting through to me now,” He- 
inekamp said. 

’The tide rose at foe same time 
as foe cyclone must have gone 


“There’s one chick there which 
1 reckon we ought to give a medal. 
He climbed back up three times 
after being washed off and was 
sitting on top of foe colony when 
we left.” 

Heinekamp said the fluffy white 
chicks were about four to five 
weeks old and were being hit by 
waves from both sicks of foe Spit 
on Saturday. 

(AFP) 


tislics, undermining the cam- 
paign’s credibility, population 
council researchers said in a recent 
report The emphasis on targets 
and numbers became more impor- 
tant than helping Indians under- 
stand why they should limilfamily 
size. 

India’s population grew at an 
average of 1.96 percent a year in 
' the 1950s; the figure increased to 
more than 2 percent in the 1970s 
despite the sterilization program. 

Butin the 1980s, when the gov- 
ernment launched programs to im- 
prove the health of women and 
children, the rate of growth 
dropped to 1.93 percent. Pant said. 

Planners realized that families 
are less likely to have too many 
children if they believe their off- 
spring have a good chance of sur- 
vival. Infant mortality began to 
drop because healthier women 
were giving birth to healthier ba- 
bies, and because immunizations 
against childhood diseases and 
other care for toddlers was avail- 
able under the new health pro- 
grams. (AP) 

Weekly Fined for 
Dead Mitterrand 
Pictures 

P AR1S — The illustrated weekly 
Paris-Afatch was fined 100,000 
francs (SI 9,000) recently for 
publishing two pictures of the late 
French President Francois 
Mitterrand taken on his death bed 
by a person who has never been 
identified. 

The magazine’s director-gen- 
era], Roger The rond, was also or- 
dered to pay a symbolic franc to 
tin late President’s widow and his 
three children, but a Paris court 
rejected a demand that the maga- 
zine publish the court’s decisions 
on its front page. 

Paris-Afatch published the pic- 
tures on January 25 last year, 
shortly after the president’s death. 

(AFP) 


50th wedding anniversary later this 
year, will hold a special garden 
party for other golden wedding 
couples, Buckingham Palace an- 
nounced recently. 

The palace invited couples mar- 
ried in 1947 to apply for invitations 
to the party, to be held on July 15 
at Buckingham Palace in London. 

A total of 8,000 invitations 
(4,C0Q couples) to this garden party 
will be available, the palace said in 
a statement 

It said applications must be 
made through foe office of foe 
Lord-Lieutenants, foe local repre- 
sentatives of foe queen in each Brit- 
ish county. 

The queen and Prince Philip 
. were married at Westminster Ab- 
bey on November 20, 1947, when 
she was 21 and he 26. 

Their four children have not 
followed in their footsteps so far 
as long-lived marriages are con- 
cerned. Three of them — Charles, 
Anne and Andrew — have been 
divorced. The youngest, Edward, 


is single. 

Meanwhile, according to an 
AFP report from New York, foe 
Duchess of York will be putting her 
much-publicized battle of tire bulge 
to work as spokeswoman for 
Weight Watchers, according to 
sources familiar with the deal. 

Sources said foe debt-ridden ex- 
wife of Britain's Prince Andrew 
would be signing the deal as a - 
spokeswoman for the organization, 
a unit of foe Heinz Group. 

Tabloid newspapers said Fergie 
could make as much as $1 million - 
a year in her new job. No member • 
of foe British royal family has ever 
been known to have been a spokes- 
man for a commercial product 

The duchess’ New York puhpc ' 
relations firm refused comment on 
foe Wfeight Watchers role, but (fid - 
say Fergie was in the United States ■ 
to shoot a fruit commercial for'- 
deeanspray cranberry juice. 5" 

The d u chess insisted foal theH^*- 
commercial not be aired in Britain, 
according to a friend of the dochess I ^ •- 
cited fcy press association. 

(Dispatches) 


Chirac Sticks Up for 
Traditional Baguette 


PARIS -- French President 
Jacques Chirac recently defended 
the traditional baguette, the long 
crispy loaf that is a symbol of 
France, saying that 
mass-produced bread was 
unchristian. 

Chirac was speaking at aivan- 
nual ceremony when self-em- 
ployed bakers and pastry-cooks 
present him with a twelfth night 
cake. 

"I am utterly determined to sup- 
port your profession." said Chirac, 
receiving a delegation headed by 
Jean Cabut, president of the Na- 
tional Confederation of Bakers. 

Cabut said he feared court ac-~ 
lion from a government decision 
to regulate use of the sign "bou- 
langcric" (bakery) outside bakers’ 
shops. 

Since the beginning of the year 
only craftsmen who have Ime^H 
their own dough and baked it in 
their own oven can use the sign 
"boulangcric." 

Chirac said it was "unthinkable 
to compare bread produced by. a 
bakery to this stuff that comes pul 
of cooking terminals that looks 


tike anything but bread and nc 
even a Christian food." 

The government move wa 
aimed at protecting craftsme 
bakers who face competition froi 
supermarket bread made out c 
frozen industrial dough. 

Chirac said that legal actio 
against the government decrc 
would fail, adding that he was p* . 
pared to introduce a bill to prote 
the traditional baguette, regard* 
by some French people as an e 
dangered national monument 

Craftsmen bakers ha’.' 
launched a campaign to restores 
petite for traditional bread aft? 
collapse in consumption to 1 
gfam«r(6 oz.) per person per c 
from 900 grams a t the turn of' 
century. One French child in t y 
never eats anybread. 

Miller Philippe Viron, apt 
of " Prve la Baguette'', has deft 
the criteria of the perfect bagne 

"It should be golden, brerwr 
top. Its crust is crispy and it she 
sound like a dram. And it flat 
the palette with its slightly^ 
iodized hazel aut flavor" 



trtaniurr. 
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V/ever be frightened by those 
M vyou assume have more talent 
man you do, because in the end 
energy will prevail. My formula is: 
energy plus talent and you are a 
king; energy and no talent and you 
are still a prince; talent and no 
energy and you ate a pauper. 

JEFFREY AKCHFR 
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1 1 WASH IN TON — Georgy Its mission is to provide a com- 
* 1 ' Gazhcnko has suffered from binaiion of conventioDal Western 
chronic back and leg pain for medicine and natural alternatives 
■ nearly a quarter-century , the to low-income, immigrant and 
i legaty' of years of bard labor on a refugee populations, said Bies- 

* Soviet from collective. nick, who also is director ofBastyr 

In both his native Ukraine and University's natural health clinic 
the United Stales, where he has in Seattle. 

„ lived for five years, Gazhcnko Bastyr, an accredited natural 
... tried - with minimal resulted a medicine university, is leading the 

number of painlrilling medica- two-year, $1. 2 minion project 
lions, injections and physical ther- here in collaboration with the pri- 
- apy. vate, nonprofit community health 

He began to believe bade stir- centers of King County, which is 
gcry was his only option. the Kent clinic's parent group, and 

9 "I was desperate," Gazhenko the Statistics and Epidemiology 
says through an interpreter. ”1 lad Research Coip. , which is evalual- 
Gf a lot of pain. X could not stand for ing tiie program. 

< ~ i 10 minutes. ’* The Seattle-King County Dc- 

paitment of Public Health is pro- 
However. even smgciy carries vidiflg ^ for the 

no guarantees, so Gazhenko which includes $750,000 

sought an alternative at the King ^ startup money from the state. 
County natural medicine dime at ^ ^^^ty health centers of 
the Kent Community Health Cen- Kjng Coon1y ’s six community 
ter in this community between Se- cent£IS provide refenals to 

attle and Tacoma. . . the natur al medicine clinic. 

In selecting the clinic. The waiting room in the Kent 
Gazhcnko became part of an ex- health center, which is open to 

periment in health-care delivery everyone, can be like a tiny United 

that locals hope will make Keoi j^tions. There are patients from 
the ‘'natural medicine" capital of p, lCC ; a Ukraine, Mexico. Bul- 
the world. garia. Vietnam. Korea, Thailand, 

"We want people to see that Somalia and other countries, re- 
natural medicine works, that it s fieptjomst Robin Karrick said, 
cost-effective. " said Mark Bres- Gazhenko is here to see 
nick, project manager for the Augusto Romano, a licensed acu- 
clinic puncturist originally from Italy. 

The coamy clinic, which Stripped down to his shorts, 
opened in Jdowmbe, is fl* <a- Galenko stretchK out on to 
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acupuncture needles into 
Gazbenko’s back for pain relief. 
Then he places small cups over the 
needles to create suction on the 
back and draw out toxins. After 
several minutes, he removes the 
needles and cups and ends the ses- 
sion with some light massage. 

"The way I work is systemic;" 
Romano said. "The goal is ' to 
teach the body balance, to get bet- 
ter circulation and produce endor- 
phins. ” 

He sends Gazhenko home with 
some Chinese herbs to help him 
sleep. 

Gazhenko. 59, isn’t cured after 
five visits with Romano. But his 
pain has been significantly re- 
duced, and he no longer needs a 
cane to walk. . 

"People choose natural medi- 
cine for many reasons," said Dr. 

Cindy breed, a naturopath who 
woiks at the clinic and also has a 
private practice. "Some people 
want to address things in a natural 
way before turning to drugs and 
surgery. ” 

Staff at the six family-practice 
health centers have identified cer- 
tain ailments that must receive 
conventional primary care, includ- 
ing stroke, acute hypertension, 
bone fractures, prenatal care, and 


newborn and infant care through 
two months. 

At the same time, the centers 
suggest patients consider a 
naturopathic consultation for such 
conditions as ear infections, food 
allergies, migraines, asthma, pre- 
menstrual syndrome, enlarged 
prostate and ulcers. 

"In some instances, one is bet- 
ter than the other," Breed said. 

"Sometimes people need sur- 
gery, but in ail cases natural reme- 
dies can be supportive. ” 

There is plenty of room for both 
conventional medicine and natural 
medicine in the healing arts, said 
Merrily Manlhey. a stress-man- 
agement consultant and a member 
of the city task force that helped 
secure flic natural medicine clinic 
for Kent. 

Although still in its infancy, the 
clinic is expected to be popular 
with patients. A health-centers 
survey showed 60 percent of pa- 
tients were interested in natural 
medicine options. 

.In addition to offering health- 
care choices that are rarely avail- 
able to the poor, the clinic is an 
experiment for doctors. 

One factor that will be evalu- 
ated after two years is the extent to 
which natural therapies are 
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adopted by conventionally trained 
physipians, said Dr. Marty Ross, 
medical director of the community 
health centers of King County and 
a member of the Kent health center 
staff. 

These doctors’ responses to the 
natural-medicine clinic option 
have ranged from "excitement to 
upset,” he said. 

Ross himself is enthusiastic, 
saying "we can all learn from each 
other. " 

The American Medical Asso- 
ciation is open but skeptical to (lie 
subject of alternative Lherapies, 
said its president. Daniel Johnson, 
a diagnostic radiologist in a New 
Orleans suburb. 

The AMA supports federal re- 
search into the science of natural 
medicine. Doctors want what is 
most effective for their patients, 
whether it’s ancient or high-tech, 
he said. 

"Rather than take any kind of 
pejorative position, we support ac- 
cumulating good information 
about what works best. That ap- 
plies as much to alternative treat- 
ments as it does to mainstream 
medicine.” Johnson said. 
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NEW YORK — The 
disease-causing effects of a 
recently discovered breast cancer 
gene depend on where tlie gene is 
mutated, British scientists have 
found. 

The researchers sliowed that 


mutations toward the middle. of breast cancer. 


identified 22 brca2 mutations 
among 25 families with histories 
of breast or ovarian cancer. When 
they looked at the specific location 
of each mutation witliin the gene, 
they found that damage near the 
ends of the gene tended to cause 


the brca2 gene, discovered in 
1 995, predispose a woman more to 
ovarian than breast cancer. 

That finding could help refine 
genetic tests, making ilicm belter 
predictors of whether a woman 
with a family histoiy ofbrcasl can- 
cer will get the disease. 

"Clinically, it’s possible that it 
could be a very important find- 
ing." said Simon Gay ther. a re- 
search scientist at Addcnbrookc's 
hospital in Cambridge. England. 

Gayihcr and seven colleagues 


But damage in a region near the 
middle of the gene caused more 
ovarian than breast cancers. 

"This observation may ulti- 
mately be important in the coun- 
seling of women at risk of cancer 
due to brca2," Gayther and his col- 
leagues write in a paper describing 
their work. They report their re- 
sults in the January issue of Nature 
Genetics. 

"It’s certainly interesting and 
hopefully will open up some new 
doors, because right now it’s re- 


ally difficult to figure out what's 
going on." said Andrew Fulreal, a 
professor at the Duke University 
medical center in Durham, north 
Carolina. 

In previous studies. Gayther 
and his colleagues found a similar 
effect in the breal gene, also 
linked to breast and ovarian can- 
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Altiiough inlierilcd genes are 
not the predominant cause of 
breast cancer, accounting for only 
5 percent to 10 percent of all cases, 
they may hold clues to how the 
disease develops generally. 

In one set of families that the 
researchers studied, those with 
mutations in the middle part ofllie 
brca2 gene were more prone to 
ovarian than breast cancer. Muta- 
tions in the middle pan of the gene 
produced 23 ovarian cancers, 
compared to 18 breast cancers. 

But among those with muta- 
tions outside the middle region, 
there were 91 breast cancers and 
only one ovarian cancer. Another 
group of families produced a simi- 
lar result. 

Scientists don’t know yet bow 
the effect is produced. Mutations 
in the middle of the brca2 gene 
could increase the risk of ovarian 
cancer, decrease breast cancer 
risk, or do both at once. 

It will probably take years to 
figure tliat out. Gayther said, as 
researchers try to determine what 
the brca2 gene does and how it 
increases cancer risk. 

"At tlic moment, there’s abso- 
lutely nothing known about the 
function of brca2." Gayther said. 
"In the end. it’s just a question of 
piecing all these bits of informa- 
tion together ;uid trying to find the 
whole stop. " (M? 
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Smoking Nay 

Be Harmful 
to lour Looks 

LONDON — Medical researchers 
studying some 50 pairs of identical 
twins — one who smokes, one who 
doesn't — concluded that smoking 
makes you look older, sooner. 

It does that by thinning the skin 
at an accelerated rate, bringing on 
the telltale wrinkles and sagging of 
die aging process at a significantly 
earlier age in the smoker than in the 
non-smoker, said the study. 

in feet, according to the doctors 
at the twin research unit of Lon- 
don’s St. Thomas* Hospital, the 
smoking twins were found to have 
skin as much as 40 percent thinner 
than the non-smoking sibling. 

The researchers said they did 
not set out to study the effects of 
smoking, but noticed them in the 
course of a study on twins to iden- 
tify die genes behind a variety of 
diseases. 

Since identical twins share 
many of the same genes, they said, 
they should age at the same rate 
unless affected by external factors. 

Among more than 1,000 pairs 
of twins of various ages, about 50 
were found where one had been a 
lifelong smoker and the other had 
never smoked. 

Using ultrasound to gauge skin 
thickness on the inner arm, they 
found on average that the smoking 
twins had skin 25 percent thinner 
than the non-smokers, with differ- 
5 ences up to 40 percent. 

, -It's always been known from 

observation that smoking makes 
you age more quickly, but this has 
, never been demonstrated in much 
1 scientific detail before," said Tun 
r Spec tor, the doctor who heads the 
- uniL 

“Doctors say they can reco gni ze 
v smokers* feces because they look 
s more wrinkled and haggard,*’ he 
e said. 

n Spec tor said the reasons for the 
:r accelerated thinning had not yet 
been pinpointed, but said they 
o could involve release by smoking of 
[s an enzyme in the skin which breaks 
31 down collagen and elastic tissue, or 
It damage to genetic material in the 
skin. 

5 _ “The message from this re- 
search is, before you take up smok- 
^ ing think whether you want to look 

3 f much older than you are and haws 
_ weaker and more wrinkly skin." he 

lie said ' 
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Once. 
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Forever. 
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Office 

Building im 
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bedrs, fully furnished, 
American Stnd. 
bathrooms, ceramic 
floor, nice kitchen, 
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TANDOOR 

Indian Restaurant of 
Hotel Tehran Sara the 
only authentic Indian 
| cuisine Indian management 
Mofateh Ave., Ardalan 
Street , opposite Shiroudi 
Stadium Open 7 days a 
week 
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Time Running 
Out for Milosevic 


r 
s « 


BELGRADE — Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic appears to 
bave given gnmnd to opposition 
demands for recognition of local 
election victories but needs to take 
more explicit action to defuse the 
political crisis be has created, 
analysts say. 

He is now caught between an 
angry West, hardliners in his own 
ranks and opposition leaders who 
are raising their demands buoyed 
by SS days of successful demon- 
strations, diplomats and inde- 
pendent local analysts in Belgrade 
said. 

We may be seeing a beginning 
of the end of the crisis. I suspect it 
will be messy and not clear-cut, a 
senior Western diplomat told 
Reuters. 

The opposition Zajedno (to- 
gether) coalition claimed to have 
won 14 of Serbia’s 18 largest cit- 
ies including the capital Belgrade 
in the second round of local elec- 
tions on November 17. 

Milosevic’s socialists (SPA) 
annulled the victories, triggering a 
wave of daily street protests* now 
in their eighth week, by Zajedno 
supporters — the most serious 
challenge to leftist rule in Serbia 
that dairy back to 1945. 

The move also prompted an 
outcry In the West and in Mon- 
tenegro, Serbia’s Only remaining 
partner in federal Yugoslavia, 
which voiced extreme discontent 
with Milosevic’s handling of the 
matter and vowed to defend its 
own interests. 

. Milosevic also alienated all 
other traditional sources of sup- 
port — the army, the church and 


intellectual circles — while the 
specter of renewed international 
sanctions and more economic col- 
lapse threatens to spark labor dis- 
content 

Against such a backdrop, politi- 
cal sources said Milosevic w as ex- 
pected to publicly acknowledge 
opposition electron victories and 
call for a coalition government 

A decision to uphold Zajedno’s 
election victories was made at a 
meeting on Friday of senior SPS 
and neo-Communist Yugoslav 
United Left (JUL) officials, a po- 
litical source said. 

But neither Milosevic or any of 
his dose aides have made that ac- 
knowledgement public in the form 
of a flat statement. 

Analysts believe the SPS and 
JUL are trying to save face by 
passing the buck to the govern- 
ment, whose two deputy prime 
mimstos met student leaders on 
Saturday. 

The two upheld all student de- 
mands, including full restoration 
of Zajedno’s poll victories, and 
criticized hardliners in their own 
ranks as well as the state media, 
an unprecedented move from a 
government member. 

The authorities seem to be pre- 
paring a parachute-like descent 
from their lofty position, to avoid 
crashing down in total disarray, 
the Western dqjlomat said. 

They’re engaged in as much 
face-saving as possible, dealing as 
much as possible with the stnderts 
and not Zajedno. 

Meanwhile Zajedno leaders, 
riding a wave of unprecedented 
popularity, have raised the stakes 



Divided Italian Center-Right 
to Meet on Reform 


ROME — Opposition leader Silvio 
Berlusconi sought to patch up 
cracks in' his center-right bloc and 
salvage a cross-party deal on con- 
stitutional reform designed to make 
Italy’s government more effective 
and durable. 

Berlusconi returned home at the 
weekend from a Caribbean holiday 
to find signs of mutiny from his 
chief ally, hard-right leader Gian- 
franco Fini, over a planned bicam- 

Spain’s Gil 
Robles Favorite 
for 

Euro-Plarliament 

STRASBOURG, France — Span- 
ish Conservative Jose Maria Gil 
Robles looked certain to be elected 
speaker of the European Parlia- 
ment toftowrufe a poefbetween the 
assembly’s two biggest groups, par- 
liamentary sources said. 

GO Robles’ European Popular 
Burly (PPE), and the European So- 
cialist Rirty of the current speaker, 
Klaus Htensch of Germany, have 
agreed to alternate in the job every 
two and a half years. Ibgether, they 
control 397 of the 626 seats. 

French parliamentarian Catbcr- 
ine Lahrmiere of the Radical Euro- 
pean Alliance (ARE) is also a can- 
didate for speaker. 

Gfl Robles, 61. is a member of 
Spam's ruling Popular Party (PP). 
He is a son of Jose Maria Gil 
Robles who founded the Spanish 
confederation of autonomous rights 
and was a war minister before the 
1936-39 civil war. (Reuter) 


eral commission to work out 
changes to Italy’s -outdated 1948 
constitution. 

Fini has backed a proposal by 
ex-President Francesco Cossiga to 
wreck a key vote on the commis- 
sion in the Senate (Upper House) 
mid force a referendum in favor of 
creating a constituent assembly to 
tackle the reforms instead. 

Berlusconi, who has negotiated 
closely wife Massimo (FAJezna, 
leader of fee biggest party in Prime 
Minister Romano Prodi’s center- 
left government, summoned his 
freedom alliance partners for a vote 
to endorse a unified position. 

If they vote yes, the bicameral 
committee will go through. 

Otherwise I think fee bicameral 
committee won’t be approved, said 
D'Alema, fee body’s main sponsor 
and likely chairman. 

The real problem is feat there 
is. .. a crisis in fee opposition which 
is struggling to give itself a strat- 
egy, a leadership, said D’Alema, 
head of the ex-Com m mist Demo- 
cratic Party of the left. 

Both Houses of Parliament 
voted in favor of a bicameral com- 
mission last summer but must do 
so a second time before the 70- 
member body can begin work. 

The Senate vote will be followed 
by a vote in chamber of deputies on 
January 21. Change requires a tvto- 
foirds majority of members of Par- 
liament. 

Public Ron, a senior hard-right 
deputy, warned that die bicameral 
committee would be the end of the 
freedom alliance unless it won 
guarantees on what reforms would 
be tackled, including a commit- 


ment to presidential-style govern- 
ment. 

The bicameral commission 
would be bom but the freedom 
alliance would die because an un- 
breachable rapture would clearly 
emerge between two ways of con- 
ceiving politics and interpreting the 
drive to change the country, he 
said. 

D’Alema ruled out giving any- 
one aa> guarantees. 

Everyone cones to fee commis- 
sion with their own proposals, they 
present them, they are discussed 
and agreement is sought* he said. 
We’re adults, not children. 

Italian potitirians have been dis- 
cussing reforms to their postwar 
constitution for 15 years but with- 
out real progress. 

Many commentators hoped fee 
huge corruption scandals feat felled 
the old ruling elite in the early 
1 990s would bring swift reform but 
little has been done. Prodi’s gov- 
ernment, fee 55fe since fee vox; 
says it has an historic duty to 
achieve reform. 

Now we need goodwill, com- 
mitment and enfeuriam from eve- 
ryone, said Senate speaker Nicola 
Mancmo. 

Separatist leader Umberto 
Bossi, who wards secession for 
northern Italy, has accused Ber- 
lusconi of supporting Prodi in ex- 
change for who knows what in 
return for his media empire. 

The bicameral commission ia 
just about keeping fee Prodi gov- 
ernment on its feet, it's got nothing 
to do wife reform, he said. 

(Kevter) 


Prince Alexander Ready to Don 
the Crown of Yugoslavia 


by saying they will not stop until 
Milosevic goes. 

They accused Milosevic of 
scheming to outm a n e nver fee op- 
position with piecemeal conces- 
sions that would not affect the 
decades-old authoritarian grip of 
the SPS and refused to enter a 
coalition gove rnm ent 

Milosevic most make a dear- 
cut stand, let Zajedno celebrate 
victory and dear streets of protest- 
ers, reshuffle the government, 
open the media and prepare a new 
image if he wants to survive, the 
senior political source said. 

In the meantime, time was run- 
ning out as the West closed in, 
promising more punishment for 
Milosevic’s shattered economy. 

U.S. assistant secretary of state 
John Kornblum said feat Wash- 
ington was considering a unilat- 
eral freeze on new trade deals and 
official relations to put pressure 
on Milosevic to acknowledge the 
opposition victories. 


LONDON — For Alexander 
Karadjoidje, “1997 could be my 
great, great breakthrough,” tbs 
year he ascends fee throne of Yu- 
goslavia that his family was forced 
to abandon after fee Vforld War n. 

Prince Alexander, 51, sees the 
street demonstrations taking place 

in Belgrade daily as his best Chance 
yet of becoming King Alexander II 
of Yugoslavia. 

. Great, great grandson of Queen 
Victoria, Godson of Queen Eliza- 
beth H, the heir to fee throne of the 
200-year Karadjordje dynasty has 
lived his entire life in exile, twice 
married, with three sons. 

* Forced out by the Germans, his 
lather. King Peter II, fled to asylum 
in Britarn. 

Peter was intent on safeguarding 
his first-born's right to the throne 
of Yugoslavia. But that would re- 
quire tiro bay to have been born on 
Yugoslav sofl- 

ProWem, the family was living 
in London at fee time, and Alexan- 
der teas bom in a suite at Claridge’s 
Hotel. So* at King Peter’s request, 
fee Briti^i government declared fee 
Claridge’s suite to be Yugoslav ter- 
ritory on July I7 jt 1945, the day 
Alexander was bom, and fee little 
prince was baptized in due course 
in nearby Westminster Abbey. 

King George VI and his daugh- 
ter. Prioress Elizabeth, stood as the 
prince’s godparents. 

Today, Alexander, snriBng 'and 
plump in an immaculately tailored 
navy blue suit, holds forth in . a 
small office* m central London’s 
Park Lane — a stone’s threw from 
his birthplace. 

He runs his campaign for fee 
throne with one assistant, and the 
inspiration of a portrait of his late 
. father in (ull-dress uniform feat 
dominates the premises. 

4 T am on several financial 
boards of well-know companies, ” 
he said in an interview, explaining 
the source of bis daily bread. 

Having lived in France, Swit- 
zerland and the United States* the 
pretender to the throne never really 
believed in his royal destiny until 
fee collapse of communism. • 

“I would not have thought feat 
the Berlin Wall, would come 
down,” he said. 

But today, watching the shaki- 
ness of Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic's grip on power. Prince 
Alexander is ’‘very optimistic. ” 

“My chances are pretty good," 
he says, stressing fern his family is 
Central Europe's only royal dy- 
nasty not to have been ‘‘imported" 
from abroad. 

“The greater majority of fee 
people in the street, including fee 
students, are very much in favor of 
monarchy," he said. 

When it is pointed out that the 
demonstrators who march in Bel- 
grade daily neglect to mention his 
name, Alexander retaliates that his 
portrait is often in evidence there, 
and that his speeches are read to fee 
crowds. 

Alexandra- has already bees to 
Yugoslavia three times, and; al- 
tbough be has not yet mastered fee 
Sraho-Croat language, he insists he 
was always “very well received. ” 

He says be has “been in touch 
wife opposition leaders since the 
beginning,” and that they have 
shown “great support and sympa- 
thy for the monarchy. ” 

At least one of the oppositi o n 
leaders, Viik Draskovic, recently 
told die London daily Telegraph he 
would be favorable to the return of 
the monarchy “if the people-want . 
it,” a condition which does not. 


Alexander points out, mean a ref- 
erendum. 

Today, “fee time has come for 
Mr. Milosevic to retire,” says fee. 
prince. “He bias no concept of de- 
mocracy or basic human, rights 
This wil] have to come to an end.” 

As soon as feat happens, be ex- 
plains, “the opposition, must form 
a caretaker government .. (and) 
fee Parliament would revoke fee 
1947 law (which ended the reign 
wife the advent of communism), 
and the monarchy would be resus- 
citated. ” 

Alexander is ready to hop cm fee 

first plane for Belgrade. 

“It might be a question of days,” 
he says. 

. He sees himself taking his place 

as monarch, playing fee role of 
“mediator” among political adver- 
saries “along fee line of fee Span- 
ish system” of his cousin. King 
Jinn Carlos, who ascended the 
throne in Madrid with fee death of 
Franca 


“I could play an important role 

in bringing democracy to the coun- 
try,” he insists. . 

Should feat happen, his king- 
dom would be somewhat smaller 
than the one ruled-by his father; 
who . reigned as well over the. 
■ Slovenians, the Croats and fee Bos- 
nians. 

Alexander does not discount fee 
possibility that one day, the Serbian 
portion, of Bosnia will return to 
Belgrade. But “one must respect 
everybody’s rights. “ - 

After die Dayton accords, 
which set fee borders of fee former 
Yugoslavia, “we need a Dayton two 
to set in motion fee democratic 
reforms and economic revival,” 
.said Alexander: 

. Meanwhile, he exhorted fee op- 
position “to continue their effort, 
not (ogive up, and lo go for fee 
downfall of the govermnenL - . 

"Ihe monarchy might be a sob- 
tion for Bulgaria and Romania,” he 
observes. “Ifsoi» of fee major w*j® 
of bringing abort denwcracy "fW 



Gets ter Detention Terms 


THE HAGUE — The UN war 
crimes court has relaxed detention 
conditions for Bosnian . Croat 
General Tiliomir Blaskic, who. is 
awaiting trial on war crimes 
charges, a court statement said. 

Blaskic was commander of 
Bosnian Croat forces (HVO) who 
massacred about 100 Muslim ci- 
vilians, and is accused of other 
war crimes committed between 
January 1993 and April 1994. Hie 
pleads not guilty to the charges. 

Blaskic, who turned himself in 
“voluntarily” to the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY) in April 1996, 
is not being detained at fee icty’s 
prison in Scbeveningue near The 
Hague as other indicted war crimi- 
nals are. 

: He is beipg. held at an nndis- 
’dosed location elsewhere in the 
Netherlands where be had already 
been allowed to use the tefcpfrone, 
watch television and spend one 
night per month with his wife.' 

Last Thursday, ICTY chairman 
Antonio Cassese agreed to a new 
request for easier detention condi- 


tions submitted by Blariric’s law- 
yers onDecember 5. -■/ 

- He was granted “seven hours of 
fresh air per week, to take on lire 
balcony, and nottbegarden” at his 
place of detention, and fae.can ex- 
ercise for two hours a day “in the 
lounge.” 

Those detained at fee Schevc^ 
ingue Prison are entitled to a total 
of ority two horn? a day of flesh 
fflr and exerdsc combined . 

Blaskic is also allowed ^o. use 
the kninge every day froin 9.-0G 
am to 8:00 pm and his wife and 
chBdien may visit him “up to 
seven consecutive day s a month. .** 
- ^Uowejn^fee prisoner’s toilet 
]j)!ivii|gj^ un- 

changed. Court guards will con- 
tinue to monitor his use of ‘the 
toilet for security reasons. 

Last monfe* the XCIY x^ected 
a one mfljfon made ($650,000) pf- 
Teroniaarby BIasldc’s lawyers for 
Iris conditional release. - The tr ; •' 
originally set to start on January 8, 
had been adjourned indefinitely. 


(***? 



LONDON — A Labour majority 
of between 21 and 40 seats in fee 
House of Commons is fee 
predicted outcome after ' the 
.imnrincnt British general election, 
according to a poll published 
Tuesday by Bookmakers’ 
Ladbrokes. 

. Tony Blair's Party have main- , 
laincd a 19 percent lead Over fee 
ruling' Tories for fee last three 
months and arc 1/6 favorites' to 
win the most scats in fee election, 
wMcfa . musr be held before May 
22. said feepoDL 

Prime Minister John Major’s 
Party is at 7/2 to gain the most 
scats — the longest price for the 
Tories since fee 1992 election. - 
And a hung Parliament, where 
no party has an overall majority,' is 
a linn possibility at 5/L ; 

The survey, carried out for Lad- 
brokes by Opinion Research Busi- 
ness (ORB), nsed a range' of 


sources of information, including 
poll data, input from election ex- 
perts and ah assessment ofiristoric 
trends in; voting behavior. -- 
Pollsters have started to adjust 
their figures since; 1992 when 
most surveys exaggerated the la- 
bour vote before fee last election.- 
: Tuesday’s poll took into i.acr. 
dram fee past voting behavior of 
mazy Tories who claimed they' 

“didn’t know” or “re fug ed” in' 
disclose fedr intentions. The un- 
adjusted findings gave Labourran ' 
even larger 23 percertlead. : - 
The the bet . 

ting indnstry set their-odds for the 
election in jwhich- they expect to ' 
handle sixjjirillion pounds ($10 
miniorr) as J puiiieas takfc n flutter . 
ontheoutcomeL ; 

; ORB imervunved a rttedom 
sample of 1,816 respondents face- 
to-fac^ in feeir homes between 
January 2-5; (AFT) 
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Egypt Hopes Desert 

Irrigation Scheme 
to Be Panacea 


CAIRO — The Egyptian govern- 
ment has found a national project 
to unite the people behind it, but 
some Egyptians say they still need 
convincing that its desert irrigation 
scheme is a panacea for all the 
country's ills. 

President Hosni Mubarak, 
opening the project to Channel Nile 
water into the western desert, used 
the expression national project five 
times in a 15-minute speech, leav- 
ing no dolibt about how he views its 
role as a force to mobilize the na- 
tion. 

“We are witnessing a giant na- 
tional project and future necessities 
require that the efforts of all Egyp- 
tians be united for its success,” 
Mubarak told Hie country's elite at 
a windswept construction site 700 
km (435 miles) south of Cairo. 

He was speaking on the banks of 
the lake behind the Aswan High 
Dam, where bulldozers are already 
clearing the way for what will be 
the world's largest pumping sta- 
tion. 

Within about four years foe 
water will wind its way across foe 
western desert, irrigating at least 
500,000 acres (200,000 hectares) 
of virgin land to be settled by mil- 
lions of people. 

The government is describing it 
as foe project of foe 21st century — 
the only way to relieve foe demo- 
graphic pressure on foe crowded 
Nile Vhlley and Delta. 

Mubarak's enthusiasm for the 
project has taken the country by 
surprise and not everyone is sure 
this is the national project they 
need, or even if Egypt needs a 
national preyed at all. 

“Wfe are not against national 
projects,'* said Gamal Badawi, his- 
torian and editor in chief of Al- 
Vhjd. newspaper, foe mouthpiece 
of foe opposition Wfeft! Party. 

“(But) aD the fears are that this 
preyed will turn out to be of foe 
same type as Mudiriyet al-Ta- 
hrir... particularly as we have not 
beard about it before, "Badawi told 
Reuters. 

The comparison was with a de- 
sert reclamation scheme launched 
by socialist President Gamal Abdel 
Nasser in foe 1960s with fen feres 
simitar to those heralding 
Mubarak’s project. 

The Tahrir (liberation) Project 
— foe very name resonates with foe 
optimism of foe period — was no 
great disaster but it did not trans- 
form Egypt foe way foe propagan- 
dists had promised. 

But Mubarak has dismissed all 
criticism of foe project, saying it is 
either misguided or perverse. 

“Ws have groups who oppose 
absolutely any step forward. When- 


ever someone says something, we 
(Egyptians) have to come out and 
say ‘no, no, no* — foe forces th at 
are wgawirf any development,” be 
<q atd in an interview on state televi- 


sion. 

Intellectual Salama Ahmed 
Saluff ui said he rejected the idea of 
a national project that did sot 
change the attitudes of ordinary 
Egyptians or that perpetuated elit- 
ism. 

“I am not an advocate of merely 
having a national project,” said 
Salama, a prominent columnist and 
managing editor of tire government 
newspaper Al-Ahrcm. 

“Any major scheme... should 
lead to foe liberation of foe Egyp- 
tians from all negative attitudes,” 
be told Reuters. 

“There is no benefit from new 
societies if economic and political 
situations remain unchanged,** he 
added. 

“Any scheme that does not suc- 
ceed in attracting foe silent major- 
ity.. .is not a national project,” he 
said. “It should convince this ma- 
jority that this country is theirs, not 
the property of a ruling elite or a 
political party.” 

Magdi Ahmed Hussein, editor 
of foe Islamist opposition newspa- 
per Al-Shaab, said he objected 
most to foe hullabaloo about foe 
project, which he sees as politically 
motivated. 

“The worst thing is that the pub- 
licity is similar to that of totalitarian 
regimes. The state is trying to win 
prestige and dignity in front of peo- 
ple,” he told Reuters on Monday. 

“Wfe get an impression that foe 
government wants a big achieve- 
ment to support it and make it 
shine. So foe project has political 
dimensions, more than economic. 
Let foe achievement speak for it- 
self,” he added. 

Even at foe construction site at 
Toshka, some of those taking part 
in foe work looked at foe rapid 
progress of foe project with some 
cynicism about the motives of foeir 
masters. 

“I think they (foe government) 
wanted to build the concept in 
Egyptians that we should have this 
national project and that we all 
should be thinking about a central 
target,” said one of foe senior offi- 
cials, who asked not to be named. 

He said foe contractors had 
started work at foe site in haste in 
readiness for foe inauguration by 
Mubarak. 

“Our president was here a few 
months ago and he gave instruc- 
tions that he'll be here this month 
and he'll see the excavations,** 
added the official. 

(Reuter) 





MOSCOW, Russian Federation (January 11): People fishing through holes in the ice of the river Moskva use the aid 
of plastic bags to protect themselves from the freezing winds, in central Moscow. (AfP photo) 


Indian Lepers Sew for the 


"Saint of the Gutters " 


TTTAGARH, India — Nearly 
1,200 lepers once banished from 
Tndian society have found comfort 
and peace in this small town near 
Calcutta, running an industry 
dedicated to their “saint of the 
gutters,” Mother Teresa. 

The lepers, some of them rav- 
aged by foeir affliction, and their 
familie s have developed a weav- 
ing center aimed at supporting the 
order of the Nobel Peace prize 
laureate who they sec as their sav- 
ior. 

“We pray for Mother Teresa 
two times a day because she is the 
roof over our heads,” said Ka- 
trina, a 45 -year-old leper who has 
been an inmate for 16 years. 

Mother Teresa’s Missionaries 
of Charity started working in Tita- 
garb in 1952 and established the 
center, which it still finances, in 
1958. 


relinquish her leadership, many 
residents of her center at Tilagarh 
will be dismayed to see her step 
down. 

The white and blue-tiled insti- 
tution, built on the site where a 
shanty town for lepers stood for 
two centuries, is manned exclu- 
sively by lepers and foeir relatives 
— down to the fingerless watch 
guards who are unable to do any 
other work. 


“In 1958. an initiate went out to 
drink tea and had boiling hot 
water poured on him by the tea- 
shop owner.” he explained. 

“Now our children go to local 
schools and our residents go to 
town for a meal or to watch films. 


hands and feet and special rubber 
shoes. They are made by foe peo- 
ple who use them,** he said. 

“The only outsiders who come 
here regularly are doctors for op- 
erations and social workers who 
come to teach the children and 


Its residents say the 86-year-old 
nun gave them a unique chance of 
living a life in which they are not 
reviled by society, and believe that 
she watches over them. 

“She is (foe) incarnation of a 
real mother — somebody who 
gave these people hope beyond 
hope, when everybody else re- 
jected them.” said Brother Vinod, 
who heads the complex set on 3J5 


ee In 1958 , an inmate -went out to drink tea and had 
boiling hot water poured on him by the tea-shop 
owner. Now our children go to local schools and 
our residents go to town for a meal or to watch 
films t just like you and me. 


» 


tc She is (the) incarnation of a real mother •—> 
somebody who gave these people hope beyond 
hope 3 when eveiybody else rejected them. ” 


“She is our god who looks alter 
our well-being everyday. If she 
dies, who will take care of us?” 
she said as she sat at one of foe 50 
looms which produce 6,000 blue- 
trimmed sarces a year for the nuns 
of Mother Teresa’s Missionaries 
of Charity Order. 

The center also produces all foe 
bed and table linen used in 600 
homes, centers and hospices run 
by her in 126 countries, as well as 
the furniture used in the order’s 
Calcutta headquarters. 

Sisters of the order are arriving 
at the headquarters this week to 
decide if ailing Mother Teresa 
should stay on as head of the order 
she founded 50 years ago. 

While insiders say that the frag- 
ile missionary would be forced to 


hectares (nine acres) and sand- 
wiched between railway tracks 
and a garbage dump. 

‘’For them it is an oasis in a 
cruel world which said they were 
invalids and less than human be- 
ings,” Brother Vinod said in this 
small town 35 kilometers (22 
miles) from Calcutta. 

“As Mother Teresa puts it, their 
suffering is live-fold — mental, 
physical, financial, social and 
spiritual.” 

Brother Vinod, who has served 
force terms as head of the center 
named alter Mahatma Gandhi, the 
apostle of peace and non- violence 
who personally ministered to lep- 
ers to rid society of its prejudices, 
said a sca-changc had occurred in 
society over the years. 


just like you and me,” he said. 

SMbdhari Das, a guard at one 
of the center's many gates, said 
locals treated him and his fellow- 
workers with reject 

“... We do our duty overtime, 
so there has never been any crime 
of any sort (against us) here.*’ 
Brother Anahd, a priest who 
visits the eerier every year; said it 
feh more like a self-contained vil- 
lage than an institution, boasting 
ponds, a creche and its own fish 
and poultry. 

“Everything that is used here is 
made here, inducting artifi cial 


sometimes counsel the workers.” 

Each day at Tilagaifa starts 
eady with residents joining in an 
eclectic prayer which draws pas- 
sages from the Bible, the Muslim 
Qnran and the ancient Hindu text 
of the Bhagwad Gita, Anand said 
But Mnngheri, a severely muti- 
lated inmate who found refuge in 
Tilagarh after being kicked out of 
her home by her husband, said she 
only knew one prayer. 

“It is something Mother Teresa 
told me many years ago. She said 
‘Smile, God loves you’.* 

(Am 


Water Level of Lake Michigan 
the Highest in Nine Years 


CHICAGO — Lake Michigan has 
risen to its highest level in nine 
years because of increasing rain 
and snow, with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers predicting that 
this could last at least through June. 


The Chicago Sun Times re- 
ported recently that homeowners 
along Chicago's famed Lake Shore 
Drive were watching the situation 
with larm. 

“Our membership is starting to 


Chagas Disease Kills 43,000 People a Year Across Americas 


WASHINGTON — A health risk 
across Central and South America, 
bug-borne Chagas disease still kills 


some 43,000 people a year, even 
though eradication and education 
programs are showing some suc- 
cess, foe Pan-American Health Or- 
ganization says. 

Cha gas is transmitted by the si- 
multaneous biting and excreting of 
the reduvid bug, also known as the 
vinchuca or barbeira 

The nocturnal so-called toss- 
ing bug” tends to live in homes 
with dirt floors, and can be earned 


by oposs u ms. Over time, it leads to 
heart failure but shows few imme- 
diate symptoms. 

Educational programs have 
helped decrease transmission 
somewhat but between 16-18 mil- 
lion people have been infected, and 
another 43,000 will die this year, 
foe regional branch of foe W>rld 
Heath Organization said. 

Many scientists believe half of 
Bolivia’s population is infected. 

In much of South America’s 
southern cone, however, programs 
that began in 1991, including fumi- 


gation and upgrading homes, have 
begun to bear fruit. 

Authorities now expect the dis- 
ease may die out in 1997 in Uru- 
guay, in 1998 in Chile and by 2,000 
in Argentina and Brazil, said 
Gabriel Schmunis, foe PAHO’s in- 
fectious diseases prograih (Erector. 

But in Central America, foe in- 
cidence of the disease remains 
alarmingly high. 

A recent study found that 
300,000 people were infected in 
Honduras, or six percent of the 
population, and that 20 percent of 


them would likely die of the dis- 
ease. 

The parasite trypanosoma 
ertizi, which causes the disease, 
can be eliminated from foe blood- 
stream with the drugs nifurtimax, 
nitroimidaxol or benzonidazol if 
treatment is begun immediately af- 
ter infection according to PAHO 
epidemic logo ist Fabra Zickcc. 

The biggest problem, Zicker 
said, is that only in rare cases do 
people have a reaction and seek 
medical help shortly after infec- 
tion. Most go for 1 0-20 years with- 


out seeking help, and by th en the 
disease has produced incurable in- 
jury to foe heart, intestines or nerv- 
ous system. 

Chagas disease, identified by 
Brazilian Carlos Chagas in 1909, is 
also known as tripanosomiasis 
americana as it so fer only has been 
detected in the Americas. It can be 
passed from mother to child, and 
through Mood transfusions. 

Bid tripanosoma ernzi belongs 
to foe same family as another fa- 
mous one-cell parasite, tn- 
panosoma gambiense. . (AFP)' 


get pretty agitated,” Bill Andersen, 
a member of tite property owners 
group Internationa] Great Lakes 
Coalition, was quoted as saying. 

In 1986 and early 1987, booses 
collapsed, buildings shook, ga- 
rages flooded, small beaches virtu- 
ally disappeared and huger ones 
narrowed drastically during record 
high lake levels. ~ 

In February 1987, winds of 100 
kilometers (60 miles) per hour and 
seven-meter (20- foot) waves 
flooded Lake Shore Drive with 60 
centimeters (two feet) of water: 

The U.S. Army Corps erf Engi- 
neers forecast that the level of the 
57,980 square-kilometer (22,300 
square-mile) Lake Michigan would 
remain, more than 30 centimeters 
(one foot) above average at least 
through June. 

But foe lake is still 35 c e nti me - 
ters (14 indies) bebw foe need 
for January set in 1987. 

Lake Michigan is the third larg- 
est of the five great lakes and foe 
only one to be wholly in fee Urates . 
States. The others are shared with 
Canada. 


(AFT) 
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Albright , Annan Discuss UN 
Reform Prospects in Farewell Call 


Clinton to Ask Congress 
to Pay UN Dues 



UNITED NATIONS — 
Madeleine Albright and Kofi 
Annan discussed UN reform 
prospects when the outgoing U.S. 
a m bassador paid a farewell call on 
the new UN secretary-general, 
both sides said. 

U.S. Deputy Permanent Repre- 
sentative Edward Gnchm told re- 
porters after the "very warm" 
half-hour meeting that Albright 
and Annan recognized that reform 
in general and the UN financial 
situation were ”a problem that 
needed a solution. 11 

Fred Eck hard, Annan’s spokes- 
man. said the reform issue was 


discussed in the context of the new 
UN chief’s planned trip to Wash- 
ington next week, daring which he 
is to meet separately with U.S. 
President Bill Clinton and mem- 
bers of Congress. 

Albright, who is awaiting Sen- 
ate confirmation to become the 
next U.S. secretary of state, in- 
formed Annan that Clinton would 
ask Congress for payment of some 
arrears to the world body in his 
budget proposals to be presented 
next month. 

But Gnehm refused to com- 
ment on a report in Washington 
Post which said that Clinton 
would propose holding bade the 
payment of $900 million until 
1999 as a lever to ensure that An- 
nan carried out substantial reform. 

The United States is the biggest 
UN contributor bat also its largest 
debtor. It owes roughly half of die 
$22 billion owed to the world 
body by member states. 

Annan told Albright that in ad-, 
dition to from Washing- 

ton for reform, he also had to take 
into account the concerns of de- 
veloping nations in the 185-mem- 
ber General Assembly. 



Gnehm played down differ- 
ences between Annan and the 
Clinton administration on reform. 
Arman is rejecting "arbitrary staff 
cuts" and "disjointed downsizing" 
while Washington insists that the 
UN bureaucracy needs to be 
pared. 

Gnehm said that a difference in 
perspective between Washington 
and New York "is something that 
I recognize as a fact of life. " 

Annan, a G hanaian, took office 
as UN chief on January 1 but 
worked closely with Albright over 
the past four years as undersecre- 
tary general responsible for 
peacekeeping. (AFP) 


WASHINGTON — President Bill 
Clinton will ask Congress to pay 
off more than $ 1 billion of tiro U.S. 
debt to the United Nations, and to 
increase foreign affairs spending, 
the Washington Post said. 

The UN dues would be appro- 
priated but held back to press for 
UN-backed reforms in the interna- 
tional organization, administra- 
tion officials and congressional 
sources told the daily. 

In addition to the UN dues, 
Clinton will ask legislators to 
authorize an increase in foreign 
affairs spending and foreign aid by 
about $1.2 billion above this 
year’s level of 18.1 billion, the 
sources said. 

Clinton's proposals are in- 
cluded in his federal budget for 
fiscal 1998 - beginning in Octo- 
ber — that he is planning to send-to 
Congress on February 6. 

White House spokesman Mi- 
chael McCuny refosed to confirm 
the Post report But he said Clin- 
ton "has a very strong interest in 
meeting the obligations we have at 
the United Nations." 

Officials told the Post that the 
spending plan reflects Clinton’s 
view that international spending 



has been pared back too much and 
that further cuts would undermine 
U.S. ability to cany out effective 
diplomacy. 

The plan represents a success 
for Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher and his designated 
successor Madeleine Albright, 
who have been arguing that sacri- 
ficing foreign spending on the al- 
tar of balancing the U.S. budget 
would pot U.Sl national interests 
atrisk. 

. On Monday a task force of. 
Washington’s foreign policy es- 
tablishment issued a report raging 
Clinton to take funding for inter- 
national affairs off the diopping 


block. 

The report endorsed by three 
former secretaries of state among 
other 'prominent Americans was 
the latest in a suing of distress 
signals over the plight of U.S. di- 
plomacy. 

That report followed a plea to 
senators last week by Albright 
who said adequate funding of for- 
eign affairs would help the United 
States maintain its leadership role. 

Funding for foreign aDairshas 
dropped 20 percent since the early 
1990s, forcing the State Depart- 
ment to dose about 30 consulates 
and embassies in (he past three 
years. 

The plan by Congress and Clin- 
ton to balance the budget by 2fXf2 
would translate into a deeper cot 
of 30 percent, according to the task 
force sponsored by the biuokiiigs 
institution and die council on for- 
eign relations, two prestigious 
think tanfec ■ 

. ; The report indnded a recoin- 
mendatkm to settle the US. debt 
to the United Nations — currently 
$1 3 billion, which the task force 
said shp nid N* p«d i« installments 
of $200 million spread over five or 
six years. (AFP) 


Doctors File Suit to Protect Right EN H uman Bights Monitors Attacked 


to Recommend Marijuana 


in Northwestern Rwanda 


LOS ANGELES — A group of 
doctors and patients in California 
filed suit to block the federal 
government from taking punitive 
action against doctors who 
recommend medical use of 
marijuana. 

The suit was lodged on consti- 
tutional freedom of speech issues 
that plaintiffs said were jeopard- 
ized by penalizing doctors who 
recommend marijuana for termi- 
nally and seriously ill patients. 

"The threats against doctors 
have worked," said Graham Boyd, 
an attorney representing the Cali- 
fornia doctors, four patients and 
others in a class actions suit 
against the Federal government. 

"The White House has 
achieved its goals," he said, la- 
menting that many doctors, scared 
of facing court action and losing 
their licenses, have opted not to 
tell patients that they could benefit 
from using marijuana. 

He said that doctors arc legally 
bound to tell patients of all avail- 
able remedies for their ailments, 
but the government has prevented 
that and inserted itself in the doc- 
tor-patient relationship. 

"This is pushing doctors into an 
untenable position of having to 
break tiro law in order to comply 
with the government policy," 
Boyd told reporters here shortly 
after <hc lawsuit was filed in San 
Francisco. 

For at least two decades, hun- 
dreds of physicians in California 
have recommended marijuana, 
often as a medicine of last resort, 
to seriously ill patients suffering 
from cancer, AIDS and glaucoma. 

Although patients have long 
faced stale criminaf liability if 
they obtained marijuana for medi- 
cal purposes, authorities rarely 
cracked down on the patients or 
their doctoTS. 

But tiro passage of Proposition 
215 in California and a similar one 
in Arizona has made the practice 
high profile at a time President 
Bill Clinton’s a d m aa t n li M in- 
sists it is getting tough on drugs. 

The lawsuit names drug Czar 


General Bany McCaffrey, Attor- 
ney General Janet Reno, drug en- 
forcement agency director 
Thomas Constantine and Donna 
Shalala, secretary of health and 
human services. 

McCaffrey recently announced 
that while the government could 
not roll back Proposition 215 it 
could, under federal law, go after 
doctors who recommend tiro use of 
marijuana. 

McCaffrey and other admini- 
stration officials contend that the 
two initiatives represent a agnfi- 
cant threat to the nation’s drug- 
control strategy. 

They have complained that a 
time when drug use, especially 
marijuana, is rising among teenag- 
ers, tiro California and Arizona in- 
itiatives send the message that 
marijuana is not only harmless but 
may even be beneficial. 

plaintiff Keith Vines, a 46- 
year-old AIDS patient, former air 
force captain and now an assistant 
district attorney in San Francisco, 
said marijuana relieved him from 
AIDS’ deadly "wasting syn- 
drome." 

He said that he lost 20 kilos (45 
pounds) and was so weak he was 
unable to sit on a chair before at 
tiro recommendation of his doctor 
he began taking a growth drug in 
combination with marijuana, 
which spurred his appetite. 

*1 have been afboteoldier in the 
war on drugs,” be said. "But this is 
different for people like me who 
need marijuana, not to get high, 
but to stay healthy. " 

Dr. Marcus Conanat, 60, who 
has practiced medicine for 33 
years in San Francisco and has the 
largest private AIDS practice in 
the United States is a leading pro- 
ponent of medical marijuana use. 

He said he knows that the Fed- 
eral government is looking for 
someone high-profile like hiwisrff 
to make an example of and he is 
being circumspect. He said the 
policy has bad a "duffing effect" 
on las colleagues. 

"They ask me what to do and I 
tell them, *be careful,’" he said. . 


He dismissed as Spurious 
McCaffrey's offer to spend $1 
millio n studying the medicinal ef- 
fect of marijuana, noting the study 
would be done on literature al- 
ready published on the issue. 

But he said there have not been 
any studies commissioned that 
compare subjects who use mari- 
juana and those who do not be- 
cause tiro government will not sell 
marijuana for study purposes to 
researchers. 

(AFT) 


KIGALI, Rwanda — UN human 
rights monitors working in 
northwestern Rwanda were 
attacked and their vehicle blown 
up with a grenade, a spokeswoman 
said. No injuries were reported. 

The four-member team was at- 
tacked Monday in Giciye, 80 kilo- 
meters (50 miles) northwest of 
Kigali, an area known for Hutu 
militant activities. A regional hos- 
pital in Kabaya, 5 kilometers (3 
miles) south of Giriyc, was at- 
tacked and looted Saturday night 
UN aid agencies suspended op- 


China’s Top Educator Warns 
School Spending Is Slipping 



BEUING — China’s lop educator 
has warned that overall state 
spending on education is slipping, 
despite a 14 percent increase in 
1996, tiro China Daily reported. 

Minister of tiro Stale Education 
Commission, Zhu Kaixuan told a 
national conference that tiro ratio 
of education spending as a per- 
centage of gross domestic product 
(GDP) had slipped further in 1996. 

He did not say what the 1996 
ratio was, but tiro 1995 figure was 
2.46 percent, down from 2.52 per- 
cent in 1994 and 2.77 percent in 
1993. 

China’s education spending is 
notoriously low compared to tiro 


4.1 percent of GDP which is tiro 
average for a developing country. 

"Educational and fimmeial de- 
partments across the country must 
prevent a possible slide in educa- 
tion spending in 1997," Zhu told 
tiro conference. 

"Departments mast work 
harder." he added. 

China spent 214 billion yuan 
($25.8 billion) on education in 
1996, up 14 percent on tiro pre- 
vious year. 

(AFP) 


erations in the area Tuesday. 

Rwandan troops were report- 
edly deployed to search for tiro 
unidentified armed group of men. 

"The team was in the home of 
the local mayor when an unidenti- 
fied group of armed men came to 
the boose.” said Marie Van Der 
Elst, spokeswoman for the UN hu- 
man rights field operation in 
Rwanda. “The men ordered the 
team to leave the area and they left 
onfooL” . 

Two investigators, aBritonand 
an Italian, were accompanied by a 
translatorandadriver; both Rwan- 
dans. 

Afterti^lefo the attackers de- 
stroyed tiro monitors’ UN vehicle. 

It wasn’t clear if the aid work- 
ers were the intended target of the 
attack. Their work in Rwanda, 
however, is to gather evidence that 
could lead to prosecutions for tie 
1994 genocide ofovera half-mil- 
lion people. 

Van Der Elst said investigators 
would not comment on possible 
suspects. 

Investigators visited the area 
Tuesday, but details were unavail- 
able, Van Der Elst said. 

The status of the local mayor 
was unknown. Hutu militants 
regularly assassinate local offi- 
cials in a bid to destabilize 
Rwanda’s new Tutsi-controlled 

government. 

Attacks In northwestern 
Rwanda have increased in recent 
weeks after more than one million 
Hutu refugees returned from Zaire 
and Tanzania where they had been 
Irving in refugee camps since mid- 
1994. ’ 

They fled Rwanda fearing re- 
prisals for the massacres by .Hutu 
extremists of more than 500,000 
Tutris and politically moderate 

Hiring, 

The influx over die past three 
mortths has increased tensions be- 
tween genocide survivors who . 
fear the return of Hutu militants 
and returnees who fear retaliation 
for the 1994 genocide. 

(AT) 


UN Chief Shocked 
by Burundian 
finny Massacre 

UNITED NATIONS — UN 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
expressed shock at a massacre -of 
refugees byBunmdiansaldiers, 
and called foran end to the "cycle 
. of violence" indie Central African 
state ' 

In -a statement read by his 
spokesman Fred Eckhaid at a ' 
news briefing, Annan strongly 
urged Burundian authorities “to 
ensure that tire rule of law is 
scrupulously followed and to 
preveift further massacres by the 
army-. " A total 122 Hutu refugees 
were killed late Friday by soldiers 
from the Tutsi-led Bnrandian 
Army at the Kobero border post in 
northeastern Burundi as they 
returned from camps in Tanzania. 

The Burundian regime, which 
is dominated by members of tiro 
ethnic Tufa mi nority , has accused 
Ta nza ni a of haiboringHutn rebels 
who fled camps in eastern Zaire 
during a Tutsi rebellion there. , 

Annan said Friday's killings 
underscored the."pressing need for 
an immediate cease-fire" between 
the e thni c groups in Burundi zmi\ 
for broad-based peace talk* which 
would "pat an .end to this 
abhonentcycle of violence whose . 
first victims are. the inno cent 
civilian population. 

- Burundi has continued to be. 
wracked by ethnic violence 
following tiro July 25 coup d’etat 
which installed Pierre Buyoya, 
who belongs to tbcTutsi elite, as ' 
head of state. ' 


(ATP) 
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First Seminar and Exhibition 


on Qoran Held in Sri Lanka 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — Friday Jan. 3, 1997, 
the warm-hearted people of Ahvaz 
were hosts to mosque artists from 
different parts of the country. 


The artists, who from the 
beginning of the current year, 
formed role-playing groups to 
introduce themselves in the 
province, took part in a national 
gathering to try their abilities. 


As the fust aim of the 
gathering, the host artists throw 
flowers on the graveyards of 
Behesht-e Shohaday-e Ahvaz 
(Graveyard of Abvazi Martyrs). 
Attending Friday prayer and 
performing the plays of ‘Abazar’ 
from Ahvaz and ‘Oora Sada 


Shahr-e Ray, Zahedan, ArdebiL 
Mashhad, Qom, Kara) and dezfoul 
were on the menu. 

Three plays were performed in 
two sections of ‘Young 
Experiences' and ‘Religious 
Plays’ each day during the 
gathering 

Following the performances 
were criticisms launched by the 
experts in the field gathered 

together at a session to discuss 
ways of using religious themes in 
the plays and specialized ways of 
performing plays. 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The First Grand 
Seminar and Exhibition on Qoran 
was held this month in Colombo, 
Sri Lanka, wadi the participation of 
some prominent Sri Lankan scien- 
tific and cultural personalities as 
well as government officials, a re- 
port taxed to the daily said. 

Attendan t in the seminar were 
Sri Lankan minister of ports and 
shipping, deputy chairman of Na- 
tional Parliament Committee, dep- 
uty minister of press, deputy 
minister of post and telegraph as 
well as Sri Lankan National Parlia- 


ment members. 

According to the fax, some top- 
ics discussed in the seminar were: 
Social Justice From the View Paint 
of Qoran, Impossibility of Distor- 
tion of the Holy Qoran, The 
Prophet's Personality in Qoran, 
The Present Status of the Warld of 
Islam, »nd Propagation Bombard- 
ment on Islamic Countries. 

The seminar wound up its work 
giving awards to the selected Is- 
lamic calligraphers of the National 
Calligraphy Competitions, held by 
die cultural attache of die Islamic 
Republic of Iran in Colombo. 


Tafazzoli Dies in Accident 


Bezan’ (Call Him) from Tehran in 
the Art Bureau and City Hall 
marked the end of the first day of 
the gathering 


Last week the gathering wound 
up it work giving prizes to the 
selected groups and directors: 
Abouzar Group received the first 
prize in music, and Mahdi 
Lotfabadi was selected as the best 
child actor. 


In the gathering held by Art 
Bureau and with the cooperation 
of Ahvaz Steel Company, some 
18 plays from the cities of Ahvaz, 
Tehran, Kerman, Gborveh. Yazd, 


Also Majid Vahedzadeh was 
selected as the best play director 
and Ghodraiollab Falhi stood 
second. 


The judges decided no play was 
the best to receive the first prize of 
the gathering. 


Tehran Tones Service 
TEHRAN — Dr. Ahma d Tafaz- 
zoli, die permanent member and 
deputy of Persian Language and 
Culture Farhangestan (Cultural 
Center) died in an accident early 
this week, newspapers reported 
yesterday. 

He received his BlA in Farsi 
Language and Literature from Te- 
hran University, his M.A. in Cul- 
ture and Ancient Languages from 
London University, and his P.IlDl 
in die same course from Tehran 
University. 


t: ■ - 
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Tehran Times Service 


Director: Siroos AtvandL 


Cast: Abolfazi Pourarab, 
• Atefeh Razavi, Sa’id 
Poursamimiy etc. 


Synopsis 


TEHRAN — Some kith and Vans 
in a family gathering run into a 
.stranger guest. Engineer 
Fereydoon Behnam. Percy doon 
has recently come back from the 
United States and is going to raise 
a small town in north of Iran. 
So ray a, reverend Colonel 
Mavaddat's daughter, and 
Fereydoon gradually become 
more acquainted with each other 
and finally he pops the question to 
her. Their marriage is registered 
officially, but still Fereydoon lives 
in the hotel. Later, he asks the 
relatives to share the land 
purchase which costs some 700 
million rials. But as soon as the 
money is deposited into his 
account he nuts away with the 
money. Families accuse one 
another. Meanwhile. Fereydoon 
makes several phone calls to 
Soraya to convince her to go 
abroad with him, but all in vain. 
While the dispute is at fever pitch 
and Soraya is accused of being an 
accomplice, Fereydoon goes home 
with disguised appearance several 
times, and eventually returns the 
money. 

Critique 



i 



Siroos Alvand is an experi- 


enced film director who usually 
makes use of those elements in his 
movies that are attractive enough 
for the moviegoers. This stereo- 
typed aspect is quite transparent in 
The Face. Giving roles to actors, 
widely known for the moviegoers, 
a simple film script without any 
intricacy in the plot, perfect film- 
ing, gaudy locations, beach re- 
sorts. the latest-model fashionable 
autos all and all are solid evi- 
dences of the above said stereo- 
typed aspects. 

The first mistake stems from 
the film script It lacks good char- 
acterization. Introducing a group 
of different characters las ™ 
the scrip twri ling very easy for the 
waiter. The first actor, Fereydoon, 
doesn't enjoy a proper social 
status. Everybody wonders where 
he has come from and wiry he is 
dwelling in a hotel. He is a thief in 
need of money and yet be is too 
extravagant He owns a resort in 
north, drives a latest model car but 
his mother lives in a slum in the 
southern part of Tehran. He sud- 
denly h ap p en s to be the family’s 
son-in-law. He pretends to be an 


advocate of Erish Frame's safe so- 
ciety, but in fact he is no more 
than a swindler. 

The old story of “from tags to 
riches’' has its manifestation in 
films such as Ganje Qaroon 
(Qaroon’s Treasure) which is the 
most important of all, looks like 
Indian stories and The Face con- 
fesses frankly it’s the same as 
public-luring Ganje Qaroon. 

The same problem still remains 
about the other characters. Al- 
though characters like ex-colonel, 
ex-journalist, ex-teacher, ex- 
sportsman are believed to be ma- 
terialistic, the whole story wants 
to picture a materialistic way of 
thinking in the characters more or 
less examples of the last regime. 
But even this characterization ef- 
fort remains superficial so the 
characters cannot communicate 
well and ladr individual and social 
personality. 

The Face, because it is stereo- 
typed, is superficial and nonartis- 
tic. and compared to Alvand’s 
Once Forever, a step backward, 
eventhough it enjoys a good direc- 
tor as well as a good structure. 


He was very popular in the field 


Dr. Tafazzoli received the Year 
Book prize in 1990 for his transla- 
tion of “2 he First Human Being 
and the First King in the Mythical 
History of Iran ” written by Chris- 
tian Saint. 


He was a prominent literary per- 
sonality in Iran. The Tehran Times 
expresses its condolences on the 
death of Dr. to his be- 

reaved family and mournful Ik- 
erary and cultural society: 


largest Qi&rary in 
West Tehran 


Open to epuftfi c 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The largest library of 
west Tehran, containing some 
20,000 books on science, culture, 
society and politics, inaugurated 
recently. 

According to a fax from Ma* re- 
fat Fdrhangsara (cultural house), 
the library is fully mrchani7fri and 
is linked with other national librar- 
ies via computer. 

The library includes two sepa- 
rate study halls for male and female 
book readers and is open to the 
public from eight in the morning 
until tea tit night, the fax said. 

The fax also revealed that an- 
other huge library with a capacity 
of 30,000 bodes is under cansfcrac- 
tion in District Five of municipality 
nrfran divisions in Ferdous St by 
the municipality of die district It is 
predicted that the construction 
team finish its work by foe end of 
1997. 
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Supplication of Kumayl . : 



So by Your Might, 
my Master and xzxy Protector, 

I swear sincerely, 

if You leave me with speech, 

I will lament before You from the midst 


r 


of the lire’s Inhabitants 


with, the lamentation of the hopeful; 

I will cry to Yon with the cry 
of those crying for help; 

I will weep before Yon with the weeping 
of the bereft; and I will call upon Yon, 
c ‘Where are Yon, O Sponsor of the believers, 
O Goal of the hopes of Your knowers! 

O Aid of those who seek assistance. 


O Friend of the hearts 


of the sincere, and 

O Allah of all the world’s inhabitants! n 

Can’t Yon see Yourself — Glory be to Yon 
my Allah, and Yonrs is the praise — 
hearing within the fire the voice 
of a slave surrendered to Yon, 
imprisoned there because of his violations, 
suffering the pangs of its torment 
because of his disobedience, and 


confined within its levels 


because of his sin and crime, 
while he laments before Yon with the 
lament of one hopeful for Your Mercy, 
calls upon You with the tongue 
of those who profess Your Oneness 
and entreats You by Your Lordship? 


£. > 


SibERiAN Cinema Sets TickET 


& o' 


PnicE tn Eiwpiy BottIes ANd Eqqs 


SicRRA Leon Rddio 
BroacJcasts I ran i an 
Reciter's Voice 


MOSCOW — A movie theater in 
a hard-pressed Siberian village 
refuses to let a lack of cash keep 
poor farmers away. Fust it began 
accepting eggs, but then eggs ran 
short and it set the ticket price in 
empty bottles. 

Many farm workers in the set- 
tlement of KJyuchi in sortthem Si- 
beria haven’t been paid in months 
and are unable to come up with 
live price of a movie ticket, even at 
800 rubles or about 15 U.S. cents. 

In November, the desperate cin- 
ema began Selling tickets for two 
eggs a piece. 

The practice caught on through- 
out the Altai region, and movie 


theaters were packed during (1- 
New Year and Russian Oithodc - 
Christmas holidays. _ 


But in Kfyuchi the eggs-for- 
tickets plan hit a sna& 

“Hens lay fewer eggs durin 7 
the winter, and the village seem : ■’ 
to be running out of eggs, so th 
cinema workers have decided ! 
go further and accept empty boo- 
ties as well." the ITAR-TAS 
news agency reported Saturday. 


ttcu 


’The new way of payment 


•# • W 

* m- 


especially popular among ft 
young people." it said. j 


Italian Tenor Alvinio Miscianc 


Tehran Times Service 


Found Dead After Fall 



TEHRAN — The Siena Leon state 
radio has started broadcasting 
verses from the Holy Qoran with 
rite voice of Iranian famous Qoran 
reciter, Seyed Morteza Sadat 
Faiemi, since the beginning of 
Ramazan. 

According to a fax from Public 

Affairs Dep artm ent of Islamic Cu l- 

ture and Co mn»Mi«»a»;n«w Organi- 
zation, the radio broadcasts the 
recitation of Holy Qoran every day 
one hour before foe noon time call 
for prayer. 

Also in Sierra Leon, the one- 
montb-iong Qoranic classes is be- 
ing held by the cultural attache of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran's em- 
bassy. 

The daily classes are schechbd 
to be in the afternoon in the confer- 
ence hall of the cultural aHg<-hr_ 


MILAN, Italy — Italian tenor AIv- 
inio Misciano, who once taught 
opera superstar Luciano Pavarotti, 
was found dead after falling from a 
third-floor window at his home 
here, relatives said last week. 

Misciano, 83, apparently suf- 
fered a dizzy spell while standing 
next to foe window in his apart- 
ment. He was found last Fri- 
day. 

Misciano performed in major 
operas by Rokini, Puccini, Verdi 
and Massenet during foe 1950s and 
60s at top venues such as La 
in Milan, the Metropolitan in New 
Ywrk and foe Opera in Paris. 

He also sang on numerous occa- 
sions at Milan's Piccolo Teairo, 
where founding director Gioigio 
Slrehler was a keen supporter, and 
was one of the first tenors to per- 


form on television. 

His singing career ended \ 
1977 when he p er for m ed the l ' 
in Bruno Maderna’s S&tyricon a - : 
Seals. 

Misciano was responsible 
forming *n entire generation. ’ 
singers, including Pavarotti, v 
whom he remained on affeetkx 
terms. 


Oat Admiration 


^ fpo\s admire, but men 
v sense approve. 


ALEXANDER PO 
Orgy on Critics* 
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World in llishtight 


Wednesday, January 8 

Five More European 
Nations as Al-Khalil 
Observers 

sraeli and Palestinian officials 


q 


together invited five countries 
to join the observer fence in the 
West Bank city of AJ-Khakil with 
the expected withdrawal of Israeli 
forces from moslof areas. 

Iraq Smashes Israeli 
Spy Ring 



/■‘"Traq aimoxincod that it has dis- 
jlmantied an espionage ring 
working for Israel and would 
broadcast the confessions of the 
‘traitors*. 

U.S* Diplomat 
Arrives in Kabul 

i U S. diplomat has made a 
^\brief visit to the Afghan 
capwfc the first American official 
it? come here since Tafeban mili- 
tant captured she aty three months 
ago. 

Russia Links Accord 
With NATO to New 
Deal on CEE 

Russia will ink an accord cm 
its future relations with 
KATCSeonbger* on changes to 
the cauvcoBonri forces in Treaty 
with Europe. Russian Foreign 
Minister Ycvgcgv Pnaatov sakL 



ll mrsdav. Januan -9 

Russian Seamty 
Chief Urges Efforts to 
Keep Chechnya in 
Russia 
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Panamanians Protest 
Against U.S. Military 
Presence 

(TXundreds of protesters 
X X. staged a noisy demonstra- 
tion a gainst U.S. military presence 
in Pan am a on the 33id anniversary 
of bloody anti-U. S. riots. 


Friday, January' 10 

Israeli-HezboUah 
Clashes Flare Up 

.? r 



A n international Committee 
^T^Xmonitoring a ceasefire ac- 
cord ut South Lebanon met at Is- 
rael’s request after rockets hit its 
territory this week. 

Belgrade 

Demonstrators Win 
BackStreets 



{*"“\tudent demonstrators 

^■"Xmaiched in triumph through 
}te“streets of central Belgrade as 
riot police unexpectedly aban- 
doned a face off with ihem. 

Bidgarian Protesters 
Clash With Police 



}uflriaA Security Chief Ivan 
^Rybfcis presses on Chech- 
nya bemg pan of Russia in terms 
of petes and economics ‘despite: 
the wounds affected t yon it by 
dew*- 

Norwegian Troops 
Arrive in Bosnia 
iX tf fat ^pat of 1*0 Kanns 
i gtftfccrt rowed m Sara- 
jevo & fecgjfi sccanty Attics « 
fere and by Or NAICMed So- 
bdusoon Force { SFORk 


/T^vrotesters demanding early 
elections dashed with po- 
Ite outside the Bulgarian parlia- 
ment leaving at least five people 
injured. 

Syria Rejects Islamic 
Group's Claim 

. yria dismissed a claim by an 
yislamist group that it carried 
bus attack in Damascus to 
avenge the execution in Syria of 
one of its activists. 


Saturday, January 11 _ 

Ross, Arafat Meet 
Mubarak in Egypt 


Turkey Renews 
Three# of Attack on 
Cyprus in Defiance of 
UX 

"onagB Ms»ser Tansa 
r *Cdtef oa Friday renewal 

- cy t of a posable a- 

ttefe on CypKst over fes ptenacd 
of bag^aaee wastes 
despite a US call ter setas frwa 

ihftt^^tfeeisSwad. 



Serbian Government 
Orders Review of Poll 



r *v ne Serbian government or- 
Oldered the local electoral 
commissions and courts to probe 
Into the November 17 local elec- 
tion results won by the opposition 
but awarded to the ruling Social- 
ist Party. 

U.S. Responsible for 
Theft of Millions of 
Dollars 

: United States will have to 
I answer for the theft of hun- 
of millions of dollars stolen 
by Cuban emigres to the U.S.. the 
president of Cuban parliament 
said. 

Ramadhan, the 
Month of Fasting, 
Prayers and 
. Purification 

-3BE«F*r -■ 




Al Aqsa Mosque in Bail 
Al Moqaddas. 



Sunday. January i- 


f7 T S. Middle East envoy Dcn- 
^(1^ Ross arid PaJcsiinian 
IcSer Yasser Arafa held separate 
mfks with President Hosrn 
Mubarak W discuss ifee stalled nc- 
gohaitofts over Al-Khsiil. 


Angel Moratinos, met with senior 
Isr^li officials to discuss the 
deadlocked Israeli-Palestinian 
peace talks. 

Israeli-Palestinian 
Talks Break Down 

•V,. 


Worshiprers outside a mosque 
in a street of maiseille. 

/^Wlislims around the world 
WVVvho started observing fast 
last wwk, gave more prominence 
to the attendance of congrega- 
tional prayers. 



United Stales special en- 
)voy Dennis Ross decided to 

n to Washington after failing 

to broker an agreement between 
Israelis and Palestinians on ex- 
tending self-rule in the West 
Bank. 

Bulgarian Protestors 
Prepare For Fresh 
Demonstrations 

O pponents of the former 
communist government in 
ia began a third day of 
street protests to press demands 
for early legislative elections, as 
unions pledged to call a general 
strike. 


Monday, January A3 

Bahrain Blames. 
Qatar for Failure to 
Defuse Dispute 

fT\ ahrain blamed Qatar for the 
^I)failure of a meeting in 
Ryafln by Persian Gulf Arab for- 
eign ministers who tried to defuse 
a decades-old territorial dispute 
between the neighbors. 

Priests, Nuns Lead 
Mass Candlelight 
Protest in Support of 
Workers 

S ome 200 Catholic priests 
and nuns shouting ‘down 
President) Kim Young-Sam’ 
led unionized workers in a dra- 
matic candlelight protest on the 
cv-e of a massive strike against a 
new labor law. 


Tuesday, Jsagary 14 


T aleban to Hold 
Peace Talks With 
Rival Leaders Monday 

A close aide to Afghanistan’s 
^T^^TaJeban militia chiet Mulla 
Mohalhmad Omar, arrived in Isla- 
mabad for talks with rival faction 
leaders aimed at ending the war in 
.Afghanistan. 

EU Envoy Meets 
Israelis Over 
Al'Khalil Deadlock 

c European Union’s speriai 
pi Middle East envoy. Miguel 


Iran in Highlight 


Wedsesd av. January S 


Leader: Mosque, 
Bastion of Religion, 
Wisdom and National 
Resistance 



. . . . ... - *«■ W « v ^ 
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Leader of Islamic Revo- 
llution. Grand Ayatollah 
seyed Ali Khamenei underlined 
the decisive role played by 
mosques in leading great Islamic 
movements of the world to vic- 
tory. 

Mirsaiim Calls For 
Exploring Palestinian 
Resistance Culture 

/'nb/Hnistcr of Islamic Guidance 
WVWostafa Mirsaiim in a 
meeting with Palestinian ambassa- 
dor to Tehran underlined the need 
for a precise study of the Palestin- 
ian people’s resistance culture. 


Thursday, ianuerr s _ 

Italy Can Become 
Iran's Biggest Trade 
Partner 



Spaniard Elected 
Next European 
Pdrliament Speaker 

S panish Christian Democrat 
Jose Maria Gil Robles was 
d as the next president of the 
European Parliament, to succeed 
German socialist Klaus Haensch 
for a Iwo-and^a-half year term. 

Unaccompanied 
Children Arrive From 
Saudi Arabia 

S cvcnty-six unaccompanied 
girls, some as young as 6 
iany disabled, arrived in In- 
dia on a flight from Saudi Arabia, 
leaving authorities in Bombay 
with a mystery to solve and a wel- 
fare crisis. 


Frsdav. January iC 


U.S. Fails to Block 
Iran's Development: 
Rafsanjani 



q ran’s Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati in an inter- 
view with Italian news agency 
ANS.4 said Italy can become Iran’s 
largest trade, economic and politi- 
cal partner. 

President Inspects 
Some Projects in Kish 
Island 

^resident Hojjatoleslam Ak- 
oar Has he mi Rafsanjani in- 
l _ some infrastructure 
projects on Kish island including a 
14-stroy administrative and com- 
merce tower-building, a grand ho- 
tel and an international university. 


construction, pointing out that the 
United States has so far tailed in 
its policy to obstruct the progress 
of construction in Iran. 

Muslims Appreciate 
Development of 
Western Countries 

deputy Foreign Minister for 
1 Research and Educational 
s, Abbas Maleki. addressing 
a congress on ‘Islam and the 
West’ said that Muslim attitude is 
positive towards pans of Western 
culture and negative towards pans 
of their behavior. 

Saturday, 

Private Sector's 
Investment in 
Infrastructure, 
Welcome 

private sector is welcome to 
invest in infrastructure pro- 
ds. Read and Transport Minis- 
ter. Akbar Torkman said. 

Tehran Reedy to 
Host Inter-Afghan 
Meeting 

q ran is ready "to organize a 
meeting on Afghanistan with 
the participation of all Afghan 
groups including thcTalcban mili- 
tia. adding thai “All groups, the 
legal government as well as the 
Talcban will be invited to an inter- 
Afghan meeting to discuss na- 
tional reconciliation." 

Sunday. January 1 - 

Guidance Ministry 
Supports Journalists’ 
Demand 

... Culture and Guidance 
. J Ministry of Iran announced 
3i it backs the journalists’ re- 
quest for an early retirement 

Iran, Syria on 
Middle East 
Coordinated 



first round of talks be- 
I tween the first Vice Presi- 
JcnT Hassan Habibi and Syrian 
Vice President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam was held in Tehraa 

Monday. January IJ 

Iran's Major Role in 
Region Cannot be 
Played Down 

Syrian Vice President 
Abdul -Halim Khaddam met 
President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani and conveyed an oral 
message from Syrian President 
Hafez al- Assad to his Iranian 
counterpart 



wi 



O n the eve of the holy month 
of Ramadhan. addressing 
the congregational Friday Prayer 
worshipers at Tehran University 
campus. President Hojjatoleslam 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani elabo- 
rated on the increasing pace of 


Tuesday. January 14 

Visit of Majlis 
Speaker to Moscow of 
Great Importance 

/'TH Se First Vice-Speaker of the 
O I Russian State Duma Alek- 
safflr Shokhin said that the forth- 
coming visit of Iranian Majlis 
Speaker Ali .Akbar Nateq Noun to 
Russia is of significance. 
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I /7jhe 34-year-old La Jolla, 
Calif, woman lived in 
constant fear of strangers, whether 
at parties with her husband or at 
school functions with her three 
children. “I endured these 
events,” she says, “by keeping as 
quiet as possible, not looking any- 
one in the eye, and just waiting 
for the hour when I could go 
home. I felt others saw how un- 
comfortable I was.” Today this 
woman has learned to overcome 
her shyness, using techniques 
found to be successful in countless 
cases. She has a circle of friends 
and she's active in the PTA. And 
she now realized that she wasn't 
alone in her problem. 

Often mistakenly regarded as a 
childhood stage that people out- 
grow, shyness is surprisingly 
widespread. Philip Zimbardo, a 
Stanford University psychologist, 
co-director of the Shyness Insti- 
tute and author of Shyness. What 
It Is, What to Do About It, sur- 
veyed more than 10,000 people 
during the 1970s and '80s and 
found that approximately 40 per- 
cent of this sample described 
themselves as shy. 

Another study of 1,600 people. 
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conducted by Indiana University 
Southeast psychologist Bernardo 
Carducci, places the figure at 48 
percent. That could mean that 
about 117 million people — 
nearly half of all Americans — are 
shy. According to Zimbardo, and 
additional 15 percent of the popu- 
lation is “situations liy shy, experi- 
encing shyness in certain stressful 
circumstances, such as speaking in 
public.” The research indira tes 
that males and females are equally 
shy. 


There may be no “cures" for 
shyness. However, research is un- 
covering ways shy people can 
overcome their problem so it 
doesn't take such a toll on their 
happiness. Here’s the best of the 
experts' advice: 

I. Use a journal to get to the 
root of your fears. “A written re- 
cord is a cheap, effective thera- 
pist,” says psychotherapist 
Christopher McCullough, author 
of Always at Ease: Overcoming 
Anxiety and Shyness in Every Situ- 
ation. “We know more about our- 
selves than we think we know, 
and it’s often surprising what 
conies out when we write done 



You will need... 


Preparation time 
10 minutes 
Cooking time 
5 minutes 


F’tfl', r'sF'. f“7 jf/ro 

1 small can potatoes 

2 tablespoons oil 
salt and pepper 
pinch dry mustard 
pinch castor sugar 
4 oz. peeled prawns 
1 bunch watercress 


t.°°k the potatoes in their liquid for 5 minutes. Drain while still 
^^ hot Put “ to a with the oil, salt, pepper, mustard and sugar 
Mix well and leave until cold. 

Reserve a few prawns for garnish and add the rest to the potatoes 
Mix well. 

Pile the potato mixture on a serving plate. Wash the watercress and 
remove the stalks. Shake dry and arrange on top and round the heap of 
potatoes and prawns. Garnish with remaining prawns. 

Serves 4. 
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If you are using new potatoes, 
cut them into slices before cook- 
ing to make them go further and 
to shorten the cooking time. 



our thoughts and fears.” 

One of McCullough's former 
patients, a single woman in her 
mid-30s, suffered severe slyness 
about dating. She wrote down 
everything that happened sur- 
rounding a date: gening the phone 
call, making arrangements to go 
out, what was said during the date, 
what was said about future plans," 
McCullough says, “as wen as 
what she was thinking while all 
this was going on" Gradually, the 
woman noticed a recurrent theme. 
‘‘She was afraid that a man might 
like her, but she might not like 
him — and then she wouldn’t 
know how to get out of the rela- 
tionship.” 

McCullough explains that they 
talked about things she could say 
to men she didn't want to see any- 
tnore. “Once she had those tools, 
dating became much less stress- 
ful.” 

Though the woman was situ- 
ationally sly — only one aspect 
of her life, dating, was problem- 
atic — a journal can be a telpfiil 
tool for the temperamentally sly 
as well. According to Wellesley 
College psychologist Jo nathan 
Cheek, author of Conquering Shy- 
ness: A Personalized Approach, 
two-thirds of sly people can iden- 
tify specific everts in their lives 
that contributed to their styress. 
Once the cause are identified, says 
P*eek, “you can deal with them 
in a constructive way." 

2. Create a “character" — an 
unshy version of yourself — and 
rehearse your own scenes. Stan- 
ford University's Zimbardo tells 
the story of a 50-year-old woman 
who found acting to be a solution 
to her slyness. “I discovered that 
my embarrassment vanished when 
I assumed a role in a play," she 
wrote him. “After all, it wasn’t 
me on the stage, ft was a charac- 
ter.” 

This division of the self into 
“the real you and the role you,” 
says Zimbardo, is also common 
among “sly extroverts" — people 
who appear outgoing in public yet 
are shy in private. “Approxi- 
mately 15 percent of those who 
are sly fit this description." 

Many popular entertainers, in- 
cluding Johnny Carson and David 
Lctterman, are sly but fed more 
at ease when they’re onstage or on 
camera, ZLrnbaitk) says. Such suc- 
cesses arc why some sly people 
get involved in community thea- 
ter. debating societies or Toast- 
masters. During these activities 
they can temporarily "be” the un- 
sby person. 
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how to answer,’’ Finch says. Af- 
terward, she adds, the young man 
was less hesitant to talk to his fa- 
ther about other subjects that were 
important to him. 

Scripting can be used with role- 
playing to rehearse for aiy scene 
in your life, whether it’s asking 
your boss for a raise or meeting 
your ciuld’s teacher. When you re- 
hearse these encounters, you’ve 
prepared what you’re going to say, 
and you will be more confident 
going into the conversation. 

“Sly people are often too con- 
cerned with whether or not their 
actions reflect their real selves," 
Zimbardo explains. “Like an ac- 
tor, you must learn to dissolve the 
boundary between the so-called 
real you and the role you play. Let 
your actions speak for themselves 
and eventually They’ll be speaking 
for you.” 


learned that the woman had al- 
% way's wanted to leant to quilt. So 
", at Cobum’s suggestion, the 
; woman signed up for a quilting 
class. There, she was able to talk 
with others about something she 
was interested in, even though 
these people were strangers. Her 
.< in-class conversations led to some 
friendships and so cializing outside 
class. ‘Tor the first time, ” Cobum 
says, “she actually enjoyed being 
with people. Moreover, she be- 
came less shy in other situations.” 

4. Change your body language. 
“Sly people send out signals of 
coolness or withdrawal, often 
without realizing it,” says psy- 
chologist Arthur Wassmer, author 
of Making Contact ■ A Guide to 
Overcoming ' Shyness. “What 
they’re constantly telegraphing is: 
‘I’m scared. I'm afraid. I’m in- 
timidated.'” Unfortunately, other 
people don’t get those messages. 
They interpret this body language 
as aloofness or conceit and stay 
away, making the sly person feel 
even more insectne. 

“Of all the techniques,” Wass- 
mer adds, “ample change in 
body language are the most sur- 
prising in terms of immftriiato re- 
sults. Patients would say to me, ‘I 
had more conversations with peo- 
ple in the last week than I had in 
the last yearf’” 


pie is that their families, friends 
and even doctors don’t take their 
problem seriously. Marjorie 
Coburn advises a shy person to 
find “safe people” who accept 
their slyness — not those who tell 
them to come out of their shefl. 
“You want people who’ll listen to 
your fears without making judg- 
ments,” she emphasizes. 

6. Envision the worst-case sce- 
nario. Dr. Pail Bohn, former di- 
rector of the Social and 
Performance Anxiety Clime at 
U.C.L.A, asks patients to discuss 
their greatest fears in front of fel- 
low shyness-sufferers. For in- 
stance, if someone is afraid of 
giving a speech, he might ^ 
asked by the group: 
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Cynthia Finch, director of the 
Reticence Program at Penn Stale 
University, helped a sly student 
prepare to tell his father that he 
was leaving the school’s ROTC 
program. “He wrote adscript’ of 
the conversation he was fearful of, 
including what he warned to say, 
what his father might say, and 


5. Do your homework. Ber- 
nardo Carducci calls this tech- 
nique “social reconnaissance.” 
“If you’re going to a party,” he 
suggests, “find out who will be 
there, what (hey do, what.iheir in- 
terests are.” If you’re making a 
business presentation to people 
you haven't met, find out some- 
thing about their backgrounds. 
“You’ll feel more in control when 
it comes time to make conversa- 
tion,” be adds. 


Another type of homework: 
look for a group that shares some 
interest of yours; Marjorie 
Coburn, director of the Phobia and 
Anxiety Treatment Center in La 
Jolla, Calif., helped the 43-ycar- 
old woman who was uncomfort- 
able about strangers. Cobum 
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Wassmer uses a one-word re- 
minder to list all the body-lan- 
guage signals that project warmth 
and likability: SOFTEN. “S” 
stands for “smile,” “O” for 
“open posture” (legs and aims 
uncrossed), “F” for “forward 
lean,” “T” for “touch," or 
friendly physical contact (shaking 
hands, for example), “E” for 
“eye contact” and “N” for “nod” 
(affirming you’re listening and 
understanding). “By softening the 
image you send out to the world, 
you’ll earn the friendliness and 
positive responses that make 
strangers seem less intimidating ,” 
Wassmer claims. 

_ Shy people find conversation 
difficult; they hardly ever speak 
up because they are too busy wor- 
rying about the impression they’re 
making. Researchers have found 
ihat to Keep a conversation mov- 
ing along, unshy people instinc- 
tively use conversational feedback 

as “Yes, I agree” or “How 
interesting. ” 

When conversation lags, ask 
open-ended questions sugh as 
"How did you into your line 
of work?" “Open-ended questions 
are a signal that you’re frienefly," 
says Jonathan Beient, a psycho- 
therapist in Great Neck, N.Y. and 
atihor of Beyond Shyness: How to 
Conquer Social Anxieties. “Such 
questions also keep the focus on 
the other person — not yon.” 

5. Let others in on your secret 
Christopher McCullough once 
counseled a man who liked his job 
but dreaded monthly meetups in 
which he head to participate. He 
was afraid he’d say something stu- 
pid or even panic and run out of 
the room — and lose his job if he 
did. Finally he confided his fears 
to his boss, who told him that te 
could leave the room if he wyri rri 
to, that his job was not at risk 
“Eventually this calmed the 
worker down.” McCullough says, 
“and he was able to get through 
meetings and even participate.” 

A major conqriaint erf" shy peo- 




What's the evidence for your 
fear? “People laughed at me when 
I was a kid.” What’s the evidence 
against it? “No one has fou g ht 
at me for years.” What’s the worst 
that amid happen? “They'D 
laugh at me! And what'll happen 
then? "Either FB laugh with them, 
or I’ll never come bade to speak to 
the group again." So even the 
worst-case scenario is hardly the 
catastrophe that the person had 
imagined.' 

One common fear that often 
does come true is the onset of ‘ 
physical symptoms that some- 
times accompany shyness: persps- . 
ration, a shaking voice; blushing. ‘ 
Yet research shows that these s 
symptoms aren’t nearfy as notice- 2 
able to others as shy people fear J * 
they are. 

7. Take small steps. Magoric- 
Coburn used this technique to help 
a 35-year-old bookkeeper. The , 
woman wanted to earn an’ ac- : 
counting degree but was too shy / ** * 
to take college classes. “She was If ’ " 
afraid that she would be called on ^ 
to speak,” she says. “We worked r: " 
up to her goal gradually.” ^ 

_ w . 

First, she just walked around a 
college campus. Next, she signed 
up for a seminar, sat in the back \ 
and didn’t speak to anyone. At an-] 
other seminar; she mTinrH to the 
person next to her. “Eventually,” 
says Cobum, “she enrolled for a 
bookkeeping course.” If she was 
called on, she could respond eas- 
ily, th ank s to her own authority on 
the subject 

Finally the woman enrolled in. «. 
the accounting program and did so 
well she was asked to tutor sto- f 5 
dents. “When she took on the role > b 
of teacher; her shyness went ^ 
away,” Coburn notes. f : 

IF SHY PEOPLE work at it, ^ 
says Jonathan Cheek, most are 
able to cope with their problem ' 

“It is work,” he adds “but itfs a '■ 
battle they can win.” 

“You’re not going to wake up 
one morning transformed intn die 
life of the party,” Check contin- 
ues. 

“In fact, you may always fed 
shy inside. Bid: you’ll forge ahead 
anyway and connect with others. 

And in 'doing so, yoaH be lefts* 
ing to stand on the gfafalnies of 
life. That’s the real victory. 




(CourtenrdwRrnaderliDhmO^ . 
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/~~/^ain may be a mrisanoc for 
Pgjp&c ity dwellers. Bat fra 1 the 
Dara-ang hilltribe people, it 
means a promise of life. 

The Dara-ang, olheiwise 
known as the Palaung, me indige- 
Ls of Burma otiose rich culture 
* JflVi rilriiig costumes have earned 
MaC Jie nickname “Colors of the 

An -1aiiw? 

r Like the Karens, the Dma- 
ang— -who numb er about one mfl- 
lion in Burma— have been deeply 
influenced by Buddhism “which 
is evident in flieiranniial Poi Hua 
Seen ceremony to welcome the 
raury season. 

The ceremony is the higMigH 
of Buddhist Lem, which is the pe- 
riod when mmlni mmj mfiain 
foom traveling and stay at a temple 
for a three-month long rainy sea- 
son retreat 

While city Thais have adopted 
individualistic ceremonies sepa- 
rately going to a temple and giv- 
ing almc to monks, the 
celebrations of Buddhist Lent is 
still a community collaboration 
for die Dara-ang. 

It is indeed a joyful occasion 
The singing of die womeo fill die 
air as they gather at the vill^e’s 
largest house to prepare offerings 
several days in advance. 

With the big day last approach- 
ing, the women and other villages 
would usually stop working in the 
fields to concentrate solely on the 
preparations. 

Everybody in the village is al- 
located a duty to make sore each 
one of them earns merit during 
this important ceremony. 

The artisans, for example, are 
in charge of ma king animal- 
headed Tung (similar to the Chi- 
nese dragons seen in Chinese New 
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Year celebrations) and umbrella- 
headed Tung, an elongated, verti- 
cal flag which symbolizes a 
stairway to heaven. 

Young men arc in charge of 
collecting bamboo poles from the 
freest The big bamboo poles are 
for tying long Tong flags, and the 
shorter bamboo poles for smaller 
Tung. 

Twigs are also used to make a 
traditional tree of o f fe rings called 
Ton Knst Tan. This is quite simi- 
lar to central Thailand’s tree of of- 
ferings for die kathm, or 
robe-presentation, ceremony. 

As for women, they are in 
charge of weaving the colorful 
Tung flags. Some may be as long 
as four meters and they are deco- 
rated by small pieces of multi-col- 
ored paper. 

After a long day of preparation 
work, ni ghttime is for fun and re- 
laxation. 

People gather around a camp- 
fire to sing and dance to the rhyth- 
mic beats of drams. Tins 
nighttime fim is most looked for- 
ward to by the Dara-ang young 
men and women, as it provides a 
courting o ppor t un ity and a chance 
to develop a blossoming romance. 

The Daraang Mil people say 
they have been performing the Poi 
Hua Seen ceremony for as long as 

they can remember. 

Apart from making merit, the 
ceremony, they say, is part of their 
ancestral heritage which they fed 
obliged to continue and pass on to 
the younger generations. 

Buddhism is part of Daraang 
everyday life. There arc temples in 
nearly every village. And people 
young and old still go to the tem- 
ple to pray, listen to the sermons, 
and make merit. 










A c oSovtM parade of Dara-ang hilltribe people carry their offermgs during the religious ceremony 


The Dara-ang have a motto: 
“Do not let religion die. Parents 
might die but the children most 
continue and keep religion alive.” 

NO one knows exactly when 
Buddhism came to be an impor- 
tant part of the Data-angs’ way of' 
life 

Geographically, the Dara-ang 
in Burma are near the Shan state 
inhabited by the Tai Yai people 
who are Buddhists 

Many of die traditions and 
ceremonies of die Daraang and 
Tai Yai are quite similar. 

. In addition, both Dara-ang and 
Tai Yai monks use the I -anna 
sc r ip t ure s called Dhanna Yon to 
perform their religious ceremo- 
nies. 

Therefore, some conclude that 
Buddhism came to the Dara-ang 
via Clriang Mai or from die Tai 
Yai people in Quang Tung where 
Buddhism dates back to- ancient 


times. 

The villagers normally finish 
all die preparations well in ad- 
vance of the ceremony. The day 
before, many go to die temple for 
a retreat and listen to die monks’ 
sermons. 

While the older people pray, 
young men mid women walk up 
the moimtaintop temple to place 
Tung flags and Ton Kina Tmi tree 
offerings. The women also dance 
and sing to welcome die rainy sea- 
son along the journey. 

During the festival, the path 
from the village to the temple is 
painted with vivid colors that 
match the Dara-ang costumes. 
Riming t hem the nickname “Col- 
ors of the Mountain.” 

Upon reaching the temple, the 
marchers walk around the temple 
three times in a clockwise direc- 
tion. Then, the big Tung is cere- 


monially erected in an empty 
space in front of the tenqrfe. 

AH villagers look up to die 
Tong swaying in die wind and are 
reminded of rice dancing in paddy 
fields when touched by a breeze. 
Their faces are covered in smiles 
witii the belief drat every one of 
them is now guaranteed a stairway 
to heaven after they die. 

After die flag ceremony, the 
villagers walk around die tenyle 
once more before making their of- 
ferings to die monks. 

The sounds of (hams are soon 
replaced by the echoes of chanting 
and pctying in the temple hall. 
The fuwif K f fl e niq g tn 

the sennons which last diem 
throughout the n^fat 

At dawn the next day, cooking 
stoves are busy again as house- 
wives prepare food to be offered 
to monks and the village's sacred 
spirits. 


. Later in the morning; refigiobs 
ceremonies pmtinne with medita- 
tion and s crip t ure leading. After 
food is offered to die monks for 
lunch, the old people leave foe rer 
treat and go back home. 

Thesound of drams intbe eve- 
ning signifies the end of this part 
of the ceremony . Bat die celebra- 
tion is not over yet for the young 
people. 

They gather in the temple 
grounds under die fbffl moon to 
dance 1 around the big Tung 'mtS 
dawn. 

The next day, life returns to 
normal— until the rain retreat fes- 
tivities come around again next 
year. (Courtesy of Bangkok Post, 
Dec. 11, 1996. ■. 

(Courtesy of Bangkok Ftat^December 
11,1996.) 
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MUJCJ AND CHONJU, the hosts 
of the 1997 Winter Universiade, 
are located in ChoQabuk-do Prov- 
ince, whose people have tong been 
known for their love of music, 
dance and art. The province is also 
famous for paper products such as 
fans, umbrellas, paper for pain- 
tai n g and calligraphy and good 
food in general 

With the slogan “Youth in one 
place, the world in nry heart,” 
2,000 university students from 
more than SO countries will com- 
pete against each other in snow 
and on ice from January 24 to 
February 2, 1997 in this winter re- 
sort province. 

CboDabuk-do is also blessed 
with many lovely mountains and 
other outstanding natural scenery 
such as the valleys of ML 
Togyusan. It is home to Nh. Cbiri- 
san National Park, the largest na- 
tional park in Korea and one of 
.the most popular destinations for 
Korean tourists. Besides its scenic 
beauty, Mr. Chirisan is famous for 
a number of Buddhist temples and 
hermitages located on its slopes. 
These include Hwaomsa, 
Songgwangsa, Korea’s largest 
Buddhist monastery, Sonamsa, 


fin iftgij ffiznHSriSiZ.'mil and art It is the home of the Yi rated a “heritage preservation center; various traditional handt- 

^ Dynasty which ruled Korea under area.” craft items are sold i irdndin g 

- » n the name of the Choson Kingdom In the center of the Namrinm Chonju’s femous fens. Hand fens 

k flora 1392 to 1910 and boasts Market stands the P’ungnam Gate, fiwn Chonju were femous even 

many cultural relics. The Kyo- one of the four gates of a wall that during the Joryo Dynasty (918- 
andShibangsa. dong district, in particular, las nmounded the city. Built in 1392 ) and were nmally mdn ded 

Chongju’i is well-known as a many traditional houses with tiled 1389, it is the only remaining gate. in offerings to the king and tribute 

city of ^ roofs for which it has been desig- At the city’s traditonal crafts to China. - 
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ML Tokycsan of Muju 5s where the ski events of the 1977 winter Universiade will be held. 


-Cfaonju is also known for its 
food. Most of tire reritanranb offer 
more than a dozen mdedishes. 
Chonju’s most famous dialieB in- 
clude pfoimpap (rice mixed with 
various vegetables) and kongra-^ 
m u l g u k p ap (a rice and sprout 
soup). The idblmpap of the 
Hanknkkwan and S o ng mi dasog 
restau ran ts are specially famous; 
their secret fies in flieir sauce and 
rise of flesh, raw beet 

About halfway between 
Chonju and hflgu is Madsan 
(Horse Ears Mountain), so called 
because it is shaped Hire a horse’s 
ears. One can see dozens of stone - 
pagodas & Unsosa Temple as well 
as water drat ficezds form foe top 
down. - Maisan is where, while, 
praying for 100 -days, Yi Sang- ’ 
ttye, foe founder of foe Yi Dynasty 
of Choson, received a ago tint he 
would become a king. 

Mnju, the site of the ririmg : 
co mp e tition s, is famous for ML 
Tdkyusmi and foe vKhbtfondoag 
fife In winter, foe snow-covered 
Tokyusan looks Eke a finsty cas- 
tfe - • 

ChoQabtik-do Province, winch 
is known as the home of Korea’s 
traditional culture, is just the right 
place to visit and see: Kreea's 
unkjae culture and whteer sports. 

. (Courtesy of Seoul, Dec. 1996.) 
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| TODAY IN 
HISTORY 


1979 — Shah Mohammed Reza 
Pahlevi flees Iran after new civil- 
ian government is approved in 
Parliament 

1987 — Hu Yaobang resigns 
as head of China's Communist 
Party, accepting blame for policy 
mis takes stemming from student 
turmoil. 

1990 — Bulgarian government 
grants opposition right to publish 
newspapers, but continues to deny 
their access to radio and televi- 
sioa 

1991 — U.S. and UN allies 
launch airstrikes against targets in 
Iraq and Kuwait 19 hours after 
UN deadline, using lighters and 
heavy bombers. Attack is deemed 
successful by U.S., and undeter- 
mined military and industrial tar- 
gets are reported destroyed. 

1992 — Two FLO leaders are 
martyred. 

1993 — Somali civilians lead 
U.S. troops to bunkers overfiowin 
with more than 1,000 tons of arms 
and ammunation. 

2994 — First Deputy Prime 
Minister Yegor Gaidar, the archi- 
tect of Russia's market reforms, 
announces he is leaving Boris 
Yeltsin’s government because its 
recent decisions threaten the 
course of reforms. 
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TOMORROW 
IN HISTORY 


1945 — Soviet troops and Pol- 
ish patriot forces liberate Warsaw, 
more than five years after it fell to 
Nazi Germany in World War H 

1959 — Federal state of Mali is 
formed by union of republics of 
Senegal and French Sudan. 

1957 _ Indonesia's Foreign 
Minister Adam Malik tells Presi- 
dent Sukarno to resign or lace al- 
ternative ofbeingbrought down in 
dishonor. 

1988 — Iran says revolutionary 
guards launched offensive against 
Iraqi forces in northern mountains 
of Kurdistan. - 

1990 - Medellin Cartel says it 
has lost drug war and ofTersskq> 
ticaJ U.S. and Colombian atdfcori- 
ties an end of terror in exdahge 
for pardon. 

1991 - Second and thinfair 
strikes against targets in Iraq and 
Kuwait are launched— at least si 
Iraqi SCUD missiles are launched 
at Tel Aviv, Israel, and three at’.' 
plode in that city — White House 
calls on Saddam Hussein to with- 
draw from Kuwait in exchange for 
end to hostilities. 

1992 — Israel begins enforcing 
a sweeping curfew on Palestinians 
from the West Bank to the Gaza 
Strip. 



By John Moore 

(_ % j(oii would have thought 
(Lj! there was a considerable 
skfarifch going on at the bottom of 
the village: Old soldiers drinking in 
the pub pricked up their ears end 
said Ha ha! like Job’s war-horse. 
One of diem was reminded of the 
snipers who had so narrowly missed 
him before Anas; a sudden brisk fu- 
sillade jogged another's memory 
with recollections of the Battle of 
the Marne; a dull boom which 
sounded like cannon set the younger 
men talking about Cassino and 
Alamein. Even George Jenks, who 
is seventy-five, pulled up his sleevg 
as if he were one Henry’s veterans 
on Saint Crispin’s Day and proudly 
showed die wound he had got at La- 
dysmith And meanwhile, Mr. 
Parker and Miss Philpotts, who own 
adjacent orchards, strove to keep the 
birds off their cherries. 

Both had a bumper crop, and both 
were notably avaricious; they grudged 
even the smallest tomtit his pitiful 
tithe. Moreover, cherries were fetch- 
ing a record price, but it would be a 
week at least before theirs were ready 
for picking. So all day long (he noise 
of battle rolled — and the next day, 
and the next — until Mr. Parker and 
Miss philpotts became nearly worn 
out with their vigil. For the Untiring 
birds were early risers and late diners. 
A host of clattering jackdaws took off 
from the church steeple to moke tire 
first dawn raid at about 4.30 a.m., and 
the blackbirds were still silling over 
their dessert at half-past eleven in (he 
evening. You might have supposed, 
therefore, that the exhausted neigh- 
bors would have taken turns at their 
sentry-go, sharing the nineteen-hours’ 
vigil between them; but unfortunately 
they could come to no such agree- 
ment, because (hey held completely 
different views about how the birds 
should be frightened away. 

Mr. Parker's method was to fire liis 
ancient, rusty twelve-bore indiscrimi- 
nately into the trees. To blazes with 
the Wild Birds' Protection Act, said 
Mr. Parker, why don't the billy-mug- 
ginses in Parliament pass an4 Act to 
protect my cherries? And indeed liis 
cherries did seem in need of protec- 
tion, not so much from the birds as 
from Mr. Parker himself who-over ul- 
timately ate them would surely break 


his teeth on lead pellets. Luckily for 
(he birds, Mr. Parker’s shooting was 
erratic; anger and old age between 
them unsteadied bis «m- Now and 
then, however, a snail soft bundle of 
feathers came tumbling down with the 
cherries and twigs and leaves. It might 
be a lit ora bullfinch or even a spotted 
woodpecker, for all birds were thieves 
in Mr. Parker’s opinion, and if you 
protested against the unselcctive 
slaughter be answered soundly with a 
sonorous word which he had got out 
of the encyclopaedia; ‘What do you 
think I am. a hopping homithologist?’ 
The chaffinch on the cherry’s limh 
A blasted chaffinch was to him and 
it was nothing more. 

But Miss Philpotts, who is a retired 
schoolteacher, was troubled by hu- 
manitarian principles. She had taught 
small children for fifty years that 
Everything Had Been Put into (he 
World with a Purpose, even wasps 
and earwigs, cockroaches and slugs. 
She clung bravely to this faith even 
when a flock of gluttonous starlings 
descended upon her trees; and al- 
though she possessed a gun, which 
had belonged to her brother, die fired 
it as a last resort and (hen only ’into 
(he air’; that is to say, ’In any direc- 
tion oilier than towards the birds.’ In 
the main she relied on the erection of 
scarecrows, on shouting at the birds in 
a monitory voice, on (he rattling of 
clappers and the beating of tin-cans, 
and on llie letting off of huge ma- 
roons which she bought from the iron- 
mongers. It was these which startled 
the village every hour or two with a 
deep boom like cannon. 

Alas, the birds took very little no- 
tice of her devices. They pcrclud hap- 
pily on the scarecrows (which were 
cut out of pasteboard in the likeness 
of tenuous, two-dimensional cals), 
they soon came to regard die tin-cans 
in the nature of gongs calling them to 
dinner, and the maroons, which ex- 
ploded so violently that one or them 
burned off Miss Philpolls’s eyebrows, 
merely caused them to flutter from 
one bunch of cherries to the next 
Poor Miss Philpotts went distractedly 
between the trees, clapping Iter liands 
till they tingled and addressing the 
bloated flocks as if they were school- 
children: ’Now fly away, you naughty 
birds, you'll give yourselves tummy- 
aches, go away! ' 

By mid-week the tempos of both 
cherry- mind ers hod become consider- 


ably frayed; and no wonder; for they 
gobbled their meals so hurriedly that 
they gave themselves indigestion, the 
appalling row which they made in the 
ore hands began to get on their nerves, 
and their short night's sleep was trou- 
bled by dreams m which the sky was 
darkened by the sable wings of enor- 
mous fiuctivores. Miss Philpotts com- 
plained that Mr. Parker's gunfire gave 
her a splitting headache, and Mr. 
Parker discovered in Miss Philpotts’s 
voice die likeness of an intolerable 
caterwauling. They had a always been 
bad neighbors and were both notori- 
ously argumentative; for Mr. Parker 
read popular philosophical tracts and 
constituted himself a know-all 
whereas Miss Philpotts believed 
every tiling which she had taught to 
the school-children during fifty years. 
Often they would wrangle flfnahxredly 
for hours across their boundary fence 
over such subjects as the Literal Truth 
of the Book of Genesis. Bui now that 
they were tired out, irritable and. 



moreover, frilly armed, their disagree- 
ment was bound to take on a more 
personal aspect sooner or later, and it 
did so ou the morning of their fourth 
days vigil, when Miss Philpotts let 
off her gun 'into the air' but unfortUr 
naleiy canted it at an angle which seat 
the pellets showering down upon Mr. 
Parker’s head. He marched up to the 
boundary fence and demanded an ex- 
planation. 

'I was only shooting it m the air,' 
said Miss Philpotts defensively. 

'That's as may be,' said Mr. 
PUrker. 'but there's air all round you, 
isn't there?' 

Miss Philpotts admitted that this 
was true. 

'And there's air all round me.' 
went on Mr. Parker, whose argumen- 
tative style bore some faint resem- 
blance to (hat of Socrates, 'otherwise 
I'd be dead of suffocation, wouldn’t 

i?' 

'A good job loo,' said Miss 
Plulpotts unsocralically. 

Mr. Parker ignored this and contin- 
ued his labyrinthine search for truth. 

'So you'D agree that if you shoot 


“into the air” and it happens to be my 
air, you're shooting at me?' 

The dialectical method was unfa- 
miliar to Miss Philpotts, but she was 
not lacking in tactical sense and she 
fell back instinctively upon that last 
refuge and impregnable fortress to 
, which philosophers retire when 
they want to gain time and collect 
their wits. 

‘What exactly do you mean by 
your air?’ she said. ‘The air’s free, 
isn’t it?’ 

‘My air is where I am,’ pro- 
pounded Mr. Parker, and for nearly 
half an hour they continued this ex- 
traordinary metaphysical argument, 
while the thrushes stripped the cherry 
twigs methodically branch by branch. 

Worn out by intellectual acrobatics, 
they returned at last to their stations, 
but towards evening a second crisis 
occurred. Mr. Parker let off his gun at 
random into a tree near the edge of the 
orchard, and by ill-chance mortally 
wounded a white bird with a yellow 



bill which fluttered painfully across 
the boundary. Miss Philpotts hap- 
pened to be standing there beating her 
tin-can like a drum major, the bird 
flopped tragically at her feet and 
promptly died. Mr. Parker, who bad 
never before seen a white bird with a 
yellow bill, walked across to the 
boundary to satisfy his curiosity, and 
jvben he got there Miss Philpotts from 
behind the fence rose up in fury 
before him, bolding the limp body 
in her hands. 

‘Now you have done it,’ she re- 
proached him between sobs of pity 
and rage. 

'Done what?' hedged Mr. Parker. 

‘You’ve killed a white blackbird,' 
accused Miss Philpotts. 

’Awhsu.7’ 

‘A white blackbird.' 

‘There is no such creature,' said 
Mr. Parker dogmatically. 

‘How can you stand there and say 
there is no such creature, when you 
see the plain evidence pouring out its 
life-blood before yow eyes — ' and 
she stroked out the tousled feathers on 
the poor bird's immaculate breast. 

*1 am see i» such tiling. 1 can sues 


white bird,’ said Mr. porker in his 
maddening ly pedantic way, ‘but even 
you can’t make me believe that black 
is white and vice versa, and if if s 
white it can’t be black and therefore it 
iai’t a blackbird* 

'Isn't it. Mister Know-all, isn't it?' 
said Miss Philpotts. ‘Then lei me (ell 
you that a white blackbird is a freak or 
sport of nature, and a very great rarity, 
and this white blackbird was probably 
the only white blackbird for fifty 
miles. And now you've killed it.' 

‘How could I know,’ said Mr. 
Parker reasonably, ‘when I let off my 
gun at the tree that there was a Sport 
of Nature hiding in it?’ 

TTJ tell you what you are,' Miss 
Philpotls went on, ‘you’re not only a 
wicked ignorant mail, you're a cruel 
monster, and you’re exactly like the 
Ancient Mariner who shot tlie Alba- 
tross. Now I come to think of it, 
you've got a nasty glittering eye just 
like he had; and l shouldn’t be sur- 
prised if what you’ve done brings you 
bad luck for the rest of your mortal 
life.’ 

As she continued to stroke the dead 
bird’s breast a little trickle of blood 
welled up and stained its whiteness. 
Now Miss Philpotts had often de- 
clared that the sight of blood ntnrte her 
fed faint, but the spectacle of this in- 
nocent blood, crimson upon the 
snowy feathers, bad a completely dif- 
ferent and most surprising effect, for 
she suddenly drew up her dumpy fig- 
ure to its full height and for all the 
world like a knight of old throwing 
down the gauntlet she uttered her ter- 
rible threat and ultimatum: 

'Mr. Parker I can use a giui myself 
as you well know, and I swear to you 
that if you fire at the birds again I 
dial! shoot to kill!' 

Mr. Parker stared at her, 
speechless with astonishment. 

'And I don't care.' added Miss 
Philpotls between sobs, ‘if I hang for 
it.’ 

Mr. Parker shrugged his shoulders 
and shambled away. Hysteria, he said 
to himself: it was no use arguing with 
a hysterical woman. 'She'll soon get 
over it,' he thought; and he noticed 
through the corner of liis eye (hot die 
was hurrying bock towards her house, 
carrying (lie bird before her in cupped 
hands. ‘Going to bury it,' Iw/nr^ 
Mr. Parker, ‘like she buries her dogs 
aud cals .with silly tombstones over 
their graves.’ And he let off both bar- 
rels at the nearest tree in a gesture of 
defiance. Nevertheless, he was a tittle 


disquieted a few minutes later ulun 
he saw Miss Philpotls coming- tack 
with a purposeful look on her face and 
the gun under her arm. There was no 
knowing what a hysterical woman 
might do, or any woman for that mat- 
ter, and already — perhaps it hadn’t 
been an -ydrimi after ail? — she had 
showered him with pellets. So he 
edged over towards the far side of the 
orchard, and just to show that be 
didn't intend to be intimidated aimed 
his gun ostentatiously at a tree. Thai 
he remembered -a man he’d read about 
who had lost one of his eyes through 
being hit by a shot-gun pellet at more 
than a hundred yards, and he derided 
not to shooL It was dusk already, and 
most of the birds bad gone to roost 
No doubt by tomorrow the absurd 
woman would have got over her tan- 
trums. 

But at dawn next day, Mien Mr. 
Parker returned to his orchard. Miss 
Plulpotts was already on guard with 
her gun. He gave the boundary a wide 
berth, and took up his position against 
the far hedge, which foe jackdaws 
usually crossed on their way from the 
church steeple to foe cherry trees. 

As he did so Mis Philpotls moved 
in what he was bound lo admit was a 
rather menacing way towards foe 
boundary fence. 

The jackdaws arrived with their 
usual infuriating clatter, and Mr. 
Parker lifted his gun. So did Miss 
Philpotts. He stepped behind a tree 
and put his gun to his shoulder again, 
but Miss Plulpotts swiftly changed her 
position as if to cover him. Mr. Parker 
lowered his gun and Miss Philpotts 
lowered hers. 

Atnoontbeoidaoldieninlhepob 
remarked on the unusual quietude 
There hadn't been a single gun-shot 
all morning. No dappers, no tin-cans, 
no maroons. It reminded them, they 
said, of foe queer, unnatural hush be- 
fore the barrage which began Ihe 
greater Easter offensive of 1917. 

And down in the orchards, like 
chessmen moving from square to 
square in an interminable game, Mr- 
Parker and Miss Philpotts alternately 
took six paces to foe left or to .foe 
right, raised their guns, lowered the? 

guns, took six more paces, raised their 

guns, lowered their guns, in grim and 
deatiily sDcnce, while over their heads 
in Ihc leafy boughs the glutted jack- 
daws pecked (he berries in play and a 
host of smale fowles mode melody e. 

Tiger, Tiger 






